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FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

EPWORTH
High School for Girls

A

s you read through the magazine
you will notice that every article
commences with setting the
scene of living through the second
year of a pandemic, followed by a brief
explanation of what was not possible
to do due to Covid-19 restrictions and
protocols. Most encouragingly, the bulk
of each article focuses on what we could
do and ways in which we adapted to
ensure that we could do something,
even if it was not “normal” practice.
This can-do attitude certainly sat well
alongside our theme for the year,
Together We Can. Whether learning
at home or in classes in our grade
bubbles, it undeniably took every one
of us working together to keep our
community healthy and make the year a
success. Cancelled was not a word with
which we wanted to engage; postponed
written next to events signaled our
enduring hope, and when we realised
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that postponed may never happen in its
usual format, we re-imagined the event.
Despite a pandemic and civil unrest, we
pushed forward on our transformation
journey, introducing Let’s Talk and
Religious Education lessons, completed
the competitive house name process,
and spent time in staff development and
with Board and Trust, unpacking our
Methodist ethos to ensure that we are
a school that continues to have a proud
history behind us, and a progressive
future ahead of us.
More than ever, in 2021 we had to focus
on the well-being of every person in our
community, and practices developed
during this challenging year will stay
with us and become the fabric of our
care for one another and strategies for
managing times of heightened anxiety
and stress.
It certainly was a tumultuous year to
Humana

be a new pupil at Epworth or a new
member of staff or a member of staff in
a new position, but also a great privilege
to be part of a school with such a rich
history and a deeply rooted motto:
Faith, Compassion and Courage.
I am exceedingly grateful for every
Epworth pupil, parent, guardian,
Epworthian and member of staff in our
community, working together to ensure
that Epworth is the place to be!
I would like to thank the magazine team
and contributors, most ably guided
by Mrs Elise Morton and Mrs Joanne
Anderson, for their efforts in compiling
this publication that brings great delight
as we page through it and replay the
year that was. Enjoy!
Fida Humana Fortis
Mrs Tracey Munro,
Principal of the High School
Fortis
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HIGH SCHOOL STAFF NEWS

T

hroughout this tumultuous year
we have still been able to celebrate
some new arrivals to the Epworth
family. The “stork” has been particularly
busy this year with Mrs Maxine
Gouweloos welcoming baby Connor and
Mrs Tracy Bratley celebrating the arrival
of her second son, Brogan, in January
and Mrs Tessa Orchard welcoming
bubbly baby, Alexandra, in March.
Mrs Nicole Pool was thrilled with the
birth of her first daughter, Hayley, in
August and Mrs Madeline Ashton
welcomed baby Jasper and Mr Michael
Ritson was delighted with the arrival of
baby Olivia in December. Thank you to
the faithful locums for filling in the gaps
while staff were on maternity leave: Ms
Jean Rose, Ms Jolie Lisoma, Mrs Lauren
Smythe and Mrs Alice Krusekopf.
Ms Kate Hudson-Reed became
Mrs Hudson-Stretch in February, despite
Covid-19, and celebrated her union to
Mr Cuan Stretch with family and friends.
Thank you to Ms Dilshana Durgaparsad
for filling in while the new Mrs HudsonStretch was in isolation. Ms Ingrid Bunge
celebrated her nuptials to Mr Bev Pottow
during the September holidays. We wish
both happy couples many years of joy.
We congratulate Ms Dilshana
Durgaparsad and Ms Alyssa Bouwer
on their engagements during this year
and wish them well with their upcoming
nuptial preparations.
Through the course of this year, we have
welcomed the following new staff to the
High School. Ms Juliet Imbayago, as
Head of Mathematics, Mrs Geraldine
Collins into the Mathematics
department, Ms Khumbuzile Ndlovu
into the Physical Sciences department,
Mrs Elma Fraser joined the Afrikaans
department, Mrs Jessica Liebenberg was
welcomed into the History department,
Ms Alyssa Bouwer joined the Whole
School Music department, Mrs Kate
Hudson-Stretch was welcomed into the
IT department to teach CAT,
Mrs Bronwynn van Wyk joined as
the School Counsellor. We have also
welcomed Ms Rachael Barnard,
Mrs Brenda du Plessis and Mr Philip
Smerdon to the Sport department. In
the San we welcomed Sr Annelies Köhne
and in Boarding, Ms Sermicsha Jhagroo,
who has taken over as the new House
Faith

Mother in ES Church. Ms Nevali Mohan
joined the Accountancy department for
a few months this year after her stint as a
student teacher in 2020. She also joined
the Boarding staff as a boarder mistress
during her time with us.
Mrs Sally Herbert and Mrs Di Woodroffe
joined the Epworth staff as locums in the
English and Accountancy departments
this year and Ms Dilshana Durgaparsad
stood in for Ms Lisa McLennan during
her medical absence. We thank these
staff for their dedication and willingness
to step in.
Mrs Euphoric Majola was appointed as
the Whole School Assistant Chaplain and
Community Engagement officer this year
and has been hard at work across the
school, connecting with organisations
that need our assistance.
New members of the Academic HOD
committee this year include:
Mrs Madeline Ashton, Ms Sandra
Damonse and Ms Juliet Imbayago.
Mrs Sue Thompson, Mrs Tessa Orchard,
Mrs Maritza Erasmus and Mrs Tracey
Joubert were appointed as new Pastoral
Grade Heads.
New Subject Heads this year included
Mrs Heidi Johnson in the Afrikaans
department, Ms Sandra Damonse as
Head of CAT, Mrs Tessa Orchard as Head
of History, Mrs Annette Smith as Head of
the Life Sciences department,
Mr Simon Bester as Head of Music,
Ms Juliet Imbayago as Head of
Mathematics, Mathematical Literacy and
Advanced Programme Mathematics and
Mrs Tracy Bratley, who took over
as Head of Life Orientation from
Mrs Bronwynn van Wyk in July.
Mrs Sandra Henning was appointed as
Head of Performing Arts at the start of
the year and has very capably headed
up the Whole School Performing Arts
department, co-ordinating Theatre,
Dramatic Arts and Music in the beautiful
PAC venue. Ms Anne Duthie, who has
been working in the Primary School for
many years, joined the High School staff
this year, teaching music to the Grade 8s
and Mrs Tamlyn Calder who has been
teaching Dramatic Arts and English in the
High School took on Grade 7 Dramatic
Arts. It has been wonderful to have a
cross-over between the schools for
continuation.
Compassion

This year we had to sadly bid farewell to
a few staff members.
Mr Felix Kunene jetted off to Japan to
join his cousin in their business venture
after three years teaching in the English
department at Epworth. His passion
for English and soccer and his excellent
farewell speech will be remembered for
years to come.
Mrs Tamlyn Calder also leaves
Epworth after four years to pursue new
adventures in Malaysia with her family.
Her creative theatre productions will be
remembered for years to come. She and
her husband will be taking up teaching
positions and we wish them well.
Sr Dorothy O’Neill emigrated to Ireland
and is enjoying a new chapter in her life,
after five years at Epworth. We will miss
her cheerful smile, excellent sewing skills
and care in the San.
Sr Rebecca Borain will be retiring after
six years at Epworth as the House
Mother of Lightwood and night nurse.
Her nursing experience and expertise
have been invaluable in the San,
especially during Covid-19.
Mrs Sheila Finnemore retired to the
North Coast after 16 dedicated years of
service to Epworth. Her knowledge of
the School and its workings, her logistical
transport skills and her dedication to
the Senior House boarders will be sorely
missed.
Mrs Annette Smith has spent 19 years
(and some extra time as a locum) at
Epworth and will be challenging herself
in a new space, namely heading up a
laboratory. She has played many roles
while at Epworth and we thank her for
her passion and dedication to the School.
Ms Lisa McLennan left after 20 years
of service to Epworth due to medical
reasons. She ably headed up the IT
department and we thank her for her
passion, vision and dedication to IT.
We also say goodbye to Mrs Mandy
Hellmann who will be sorely missed after
20 years at Epworth (and some extra
time as a student teacher). We wish her
well as she takes on new adventures
with her family in England. We will
never forget her bright posters, sense of
humour and her passion and dedication
to making Mathematics fun.
Courage
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G

ood morning and welcome to
Epworth. We are delighted to be
able to have honoured guests,
trustees, governors, Epworthians, staff,
parents, guardians and pupils sharing our
venue today and it’s wonderful to see
the many smiling eyes. We also welcome
the many guests and visitors joining us
online for the second blended Speech
Day in Epworth’s history. Being the
second time I have prepared the Board
of Governors address for Speech Day, I
was surprised by the many emotions and
thoughts it elicits within me. Sitting
before my laptop, the introspection and
retrospection brought feelings of pride,
humility, sadness and joy, and I look
forward to sharing these with you as we
reflect on the year that was.
Epworth’s theme for 2021, “Together We
Can”, is often referenced on our social
media pages by a quote from Mother
Teresa. These words of Barack Obama
resonate in me because they capture the
essence of Epworth, “although we may
come from vastly different stories and very
different walks of life, we are one people
who possess common values and common
ideals; who celebrate individual excellence
but also share a recognition that together,
we can accomplish great and wonderful
things we can’t accomplish alone.” The
Epworth theme has been very apt for the
first year of our collaborative leadership
structure.
It has been particularly pleasing to
witness the growth and cohesion of the
School Executive. Mrs Tracey Munro, Mr
Reynard White and Mr Michael Zeelie
have made great strides and enhanced the
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Throughout the year Covid-19 continued
to be a pivotal factor in planning and
instituting programmes. The leadership
team is to be commended on taking the can
out of cancel and developing adaptation
strategies for functions, events and
activities so that experiences, pivotal to
a child’s life at school, could be enjoyed
and celebrated. With more and more
options for online and home-schooling,
the governors would like to thank all
those who have contributed to the stable
and stimulating environment in which an
Epworth pupil can thrive.

Mrs Lisa Robertson, Chair,
Epworth Board of Governors

efficiencies of the whole school portfolios
which form part of their responsibilities.
In addition to managing the High School,
Mrs Munro has worked closely with whole
school Performing Arts and the boarding
establishment. In addition to managing the
Pre-Primary and Prep Schools, Mr White
has worked closely with whole school sport
and the chaplain. In addition to managing
the estate and administration staff, Mr
Zeelie has worked closely with Marketing
and the Foundation. Many of the Board
sub-committees were suspended to give
the School Executive time to familiarise
themselves with their additional
responsibilities. Some of these will be
reinstituted in the future. The governors
and trustees would like to offer special
thanks to these individuals for creating a
cohesive team.
Humana

In keeping with adaptive responses to the
challenges of Covid-19, the Epworthians
held a successful online Epworthian
Day with a record number of attendees,
thanks to the energy and innovation of the
formidable Mrs Jacqui Terblanche.
I would also like to thank the governors for
their commitment and contribution during
the year, especially the Deputy Chair, Mr
Jeremy Diedricks, who graciously stepped
in and took over my responsibilities as chair
when I took a leave of absence mid-year to
deal with the impact of the insurrection on
the village in which I reside. July 2021 must
rank as one of the lowest points in the life
of our democracy. While I am saddened
by the wanton destruction and lawless
behaviour of some individuals, I am also
greatly heartened by the camaraderie and
spirit of ubuntu in others. The governors
would like to extend their sincere thanks
to the Estate Manager, Mr Craig Manuel
for sourcing fresh vegetables, bread and
milk enabling the catering staff to serve the
pupils. Special thanks must also go to all
those in the neighbourhood of Scottsville
Fortis
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who worked to keep our staff, pupils and
school safe.
In October 2020, one of our governors, Mr
Rob Martin, lost his battle with cancer and
then in January 2021, Epworth sadly lost
another governor, Mrs Liz Luiz, to Covid-19.
Both these individuals were involved in
Epworth governance structures from early
2000 and held a great deal of institutional
knowledge and expertise; we are grateful
for their contributions and we miss them.
Mrs Laureen Confait completes her term
as a governor this year and is not available
for re-election. In the time that Mrs Confait
has served on the Board of Epworth she has
admirably maintained her dissident voice,
encouraged critical thinking and challenged
governors. More than that she has become
a true and trusted friend and we will miss
her.
Mr Ian Ogilvie, a trustee of the Epworth
School Trust, will be retiring as a trustee
at the end of the year. We would like to
take the opportunity to thank Mr Ogilvie
for his many years of dedicated service to
Epworth. Mr Ogilvie joined the Epworth
family in 1997. After 24 years as a governor
and then a trustee, he holds extensive
institutional knowledge and expertise
which has been invaluable to the Board at
various times during the year.
As we approach our 125th anniversary
we are reminded of the importance of
documenting our history and institutional
knowledge to ensure continuity and the
completion of valuable initiatives.
Our appreciation is extended to the
Epworth School Trust and all trustees,
ably led by Mrs Cathy Smith, for their
oversight role in ensuring that Epworth
remains true to its founding principles.
During the year and as part of Epworth’s
transformation journey, the trustees
formed a task team to distil the meaning
of the Epworth Methodist ethos that will
guide and assist Epworth on its journey to
be a diverse and inclusive place of learning
for all. The findings of this task team will
be workshopped with the Board and
management later in the year to develop
tools that ensure and develop the diversity
of Epworth’s culture.
In keeping with the austerity measures
of 2020, the governors elected not to
pursue capital-intensive projects this year.
However, when regular power outages
put the school’s ability to offer an online
educational service at risk, the decision
was taken to install a 400kw generator.
Faith

This reactive approach highlights the
importance of strategic planning and
preemptive risk assessment.
The chair of the Finance Sub-committee,
Ms Fumani Mthembu facilitated a
workshop based on the most recent
Indlulamithi report to set the context for
discussions of risk at Epworth. In its first
year the Indlulamithi report published
three scenarios in response to the
foundational question “what will a socially
cohesive South Africa look like and can we
achieve it by 2030?”. The three scenarios
are Nayi le walk, which is a nation in step
with itself with growing social cohesion,
economic expansion greater collaboration
and renewed spirit of constitutionalism;
Isbhujwa, which is an enclaved bourgeoise
nation torn by deepening divides, daily
protests and cynical self-interest and
Gwara Gwara, which is a floundering false
dawn of restless energy and a demoralised
land of disorder and decay. The last being
the worst-case scenario.

“Your current chapter at
Epworth is written, do not
leave your memories behind,
take them with you and let
them craft who you become.”
Briefly, the barometer findings indicate
that in only three years South Africa has
gone from 46% to 59% in the Gwara Gwara
scenario. If you have not already heard it,
please take time to listen to the recording
on YouTube as proposals and outcomes
are explained in detail and provide hope
for our country. As the leadership of an
educational institution, it is paramount
that the three key driving forces that
underpin the Indlulamithi scenarios
on how people live, how people are
organised and how people feel, continue
to remain at the forefront of an Epworth
pupil’s education and empower them
to navigate and shape the future. To this
end, the Board has tasked management
with conducting a climate survey of our
parents and guardians to give us a deeper
understanding of where you see value,
so that we may align our aspirations for
Epworth into the future.
There are many indicators designed
to reflect the level of success of an
independent school. IEB result-rankings
against current competitors, percentages
of those accepted to university,
Compassion

performance on standardised government
assessments, pupil level of engagement,
motivation or enjoyment, and of course
financial well-being. Epworth is in a sound
financial state; we acknowledge those
parents and guardians who continue
to keep a favourable credit score and
commend and thank the Epworth
Foundation Trust, and, particularly, the
Foundation Chair, Mrs Janet Channing
who little by little creates awareness
of Epworth’s commitment to share a
world-class education more broadly.
The Foundation Sub-committee is a vital
extension of the Board’s activities as we
focus on building reserves and resources
to ensure the sustainability of Epworth.
The 125th anniversary of Epworth is an
important milestone and Mrs Ingrid
Robert’s valuable work in preparing for this
celebration is much appreciated.
Matriculants, our guest speaker today,
Dr Zolelwa Sifumba, has the heady task to
deliver today’s keynote address, but while
I have your attention, I want to take this
opportunity to highlight causality; the
idea that good thoughts, deeds and words
may lead to beneficial effects, sometimes
done by you, sometimes not; sometimes
received by you, and sometimes not.
I first came to know about Dr Sifumba in
March 2020 when the Epworth Foundation
published a feature post on her and now,
today she is here to fill your hearts and
minds with an inspirational message.
Equally, the work to change the
competitive house names at Epworth was
started by seniors a few years ago and yet
you will go down in the annals of history
as the grade that announced the names:
Eagle, Falcon, Hawk and Kestrel. This year
you were part of the competition that won
the monetary prize for highlighting the
plight of gender-based violence and it will
be pupils after you who benefit from your
endeavours. My point is that institutions
are bigger than us; they outlast the best
of us. Your current chapter at Epworth
is written; do not leave your memories
behind, take them with you and let them
craft who you become.
It is appropriate that in closing, I echo the
words spoken by the Epworthian president,
at your induction, “Let others see into your
soul – be genuine, be gracious, be kind” and
from me – stay authentic and humble.
All the best for the upcoming examinations,
may you soar like a bird in the wind.
Mrs Lisa Robertson, Chair,
Epworth Board of Governors
Courage
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D

r Zolelwa Sifumba (our guest
speaker) and her partner, Ms Mosa
Skosana, Mrs Cathy Smith (Chair
of the Trust), Mrs Lisa Robertson (Chair
of the Board), members of the Board and
Trust, Epworth parents, Epworth pupils,
Epworth staff, and those watching the live
streaming, good morning and welcome to
Speech Day 2021.
Often in times of crisis, a storm is used as
a metaphor or simile to describe the crisis,
but also for comfort. From experience
we know that the storm will pass, and
that beautiful, clear azure skies will once
again be visible and envelop us as we look
to the heavens. Inspiration for surviving
the storm can be found in the words
of attorney, author and health activist,
Elizabeth Edwards, “She stood in the
storm, and when the wind did not blow
her way, she adjusted her sails”.
Although we made many adjustments
in 2020 to manage the pandemic, our
adjustment was mainly to stop or cancel
everything but the very basics, the most
sensible option at the time based on
the information that we had, and we
hoped that if we made this sacrifice that
by the end of 2020 the pandemic would
have passed. We now know better and
understand that after the Covid-19 wave
that raged in mid-2020, the storm had not
passed but in fact we were in the eye of
the storm. The onset of the second wave
of the pandemic would see the mid-2020
wave named the first wave. And as we
sit here today, we find ourselves in yet
another calm region of the storm, having
experienced the first, second and third
waves of the pandemic. We are certainly
less naive than this time a year ago and
fully anticipate the fourth wave at the end
of the year, especially if we do exactly what
we did this time last year, which is resume
all activity as if we are not living in a
pandemic and expect no consequence. The
class of 2020 did not know that by heading
to Rage and similar events, they would
play a role in moving South Africa into the
second wave; the class of 2021 are better
informed as are all South Africans.
This year, the Epworth community, and our
beloved country, in particular KZN, have
been touched by the devastating impact
of both the ongoing pandemic and unrest.
While today is a time of celebration, it is
also a time to remember the sadness and
loss of this year, and I ask that we observe
a moment of silence in remembrance of
those that are no longer with us, as well
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Mrs Tracey Munro,
High School Principal

as those that remain behind to face the
challenges that lie ahead.
I would like to pay tribute to the Epworth
Trust and Board of Governors who give
of their time, wisdom, and expertise
to ensure that Epworth is able to
fulfil its vision: to free the potential in
individuals to become relevant, resilient,
and ethical leaders who contribute to
our everchanging world. I would like to
highlight that since every one of us needs
to be a life-long learner, this vision is
applicable to both staff and pupils alike at
Epworth.

“She stood in the storm,
and when the wind did not
blow her way,
she adjusted her sails.”
– Elizabeth Edwards
I am very grateful for, and thoroughly
enjoy, being a part of the newly formed
School Executive of Epworth. Thank you
to Mr Reynard White and Mr Emwee
Zeelie for their patience and guidance as
I find my way in my new role. These two
experienced and dedicated team members
always have the best interests of Epworth
in mind as we work together for the benefit
of every person on the Epworth campus:
past, current, and future.
World Teachers’ Day took place last week,
with the 2021 theme for this day being,
“Teachers at the heart of education
Humana

recovery”. The theme aims to recognise
teachers for their tireless efforts to
keep teaching, be courageous, creative,
tenacious, patient, and compassionate
even during hardships like a pandemic
and unrest when they themselves are
challenged, anxious, confused, and rather
worn out. I am very aware that there
are many Epworth staff teams besides
the teachers that keep Epworth running
smoothly, and that there are so many
groups of people in our country, healthcare
workers in particular, to whom we need to
pay tribute, but right now I would like you
to please stand and applaud the Epworth
teachers as we pay tribute to them for
their particular efforts and sacrifice. The
Epworth Grade 12s paid homage to their
teachers on World Teachers’ Day by tying
us to trees and chairs in the Library quad,
a rather unusual way of doing things,
however the real appreciation was evident
in that they untied us in time for lessons to
resume!
Through the course of this year, we have
welcomed the following new staff to the
High School. In the academic sphere: Ms
Juliet Imbayago, Ms Geraldine Collins,
Ms Khumbuzile Ndlovu, Mrs Elma Fraser,
Mrs Jessica Liebenberg, Ms Alyssa Bouwer,
Mrs Kate Hudson-Stretch, Mrs Bronwynn
van Wyk, and as locums, Ms Dilshana
Durgaparsad, Ms Jolie Lisoma, Mrs Lauren
Smythe, Ms Jean Rose, Mrs Dianne
Woodroffe, Mrs Alice Krusekopf and Ms
Sally Herbert. We have also welcomed
Ms Rachael Barnard, Mrs Brenda du
Plessis and Mr Philip Smerdon to the
Sport department, and in the San and
boarding arenas, Sr Annelise Köhne and
Ms Sermicsha Jhagroo. Each one of you
has made a meaningful contribution to
teaching and learning at Epworth and is a
valued member of the Epworth staff team
providing much needed care of our pupils.
In admin, we welcomed Mrs Kate de
Goede and Ms Khwezi Ngubeni, and Ms
Raylene Kleinhans to Marketing. Mrs
Euphoric Majola has thrived in her new
role as Assistant Chaplain and Community
Engagement Officer. Mrs Jan Menear has
assisted in the Foundation in addition to
her role in the Epworthians.
The Epworth “stork” was particularly
busy this year with Mrs Tracy Bratley, Mrs
Maxine Gouweloos, Mrs Tessa Orchard,
Mrs Nicole Pool and Ms Liziwe Myakayaka
welcoming future Epworth bundles of
joy into their respective lives. Baby fever
looks set to continue in 2022 for Mrs
Fortis
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Madeline Ashton, Mr Leon Jackson and Mr
Michael Ritson. Ms Hudson-Reed became
Mrs Hudson-Stretch and despite Covid-19
managed to have a beautiful and special
wedding ceremony.
Change has been the order of the day
for all of us, including the management
structure and roles of staff at Epworth High
School. We have moved from a combined
role of Head of Whole School and Principal
of the High School with two Deputy
Principals, to a Principal of the High School
and one Deputy Principal (namely, Ms
Moira Filmer), with the academic portfolio
split between the Academic Co-ordinator
(Mrs Myrna Larter) and the Senior
Academic HOD (Ms Jennie Pratsch). At
some point it was suggested that the four
of us be known as the Fab Four, a term that
made us quite anxious due to the nature
of who we are; Moira, Myrna and Jennie
– you really are fabulous; thank you for
so ably riding the rollercoaster of our first
year of working together in our new roles!
Mrs Madeline Ashton, Ms Sandra Damonse
and Ms Juliet Imbayago were new
members of the Academic HOD committee
this year, and they joined existing and
greatly experienced members, newlywed
Ms Ingrid Bunge, Mrs Mandy Hellmann,
and Mrs Zoleka Zwane.
New Subject Heads this year included Mrs
Heidi Johnson, Ms Sandra Damonse, Mrs
Tessa Orchard, Mrs Annette Smith, Mr
Simon Bester and Ms Juliet Imbayago.
New Pastoral Grade Heads included Mrs
Sue Thompson, Mrs Tessa Orchard, Mrs
Maritza Erasmus and Mrs Tracey Joubert.
Mrs Madeline Ashton and Ms Sandra
Damonse were first time Academic Grade
Heads.
We have seen more overlap than usual
across the campus with Mrs Sandra
Henning and Ms Anne Duthie, traditionally
based in the Prep School, and Mrs Tamlyn
Calder, traditionally based in the High
School, working across both schools. Mrs
Sandra Henning has very capably headed
up the whole school Performing Arts.
As you can hear, a tornado made its way
through Epworth and the surrounding
schools, drawing many of us into its vortex
and then dropping us into unknown
territory. A growth mindset, courage, faith
and resilience have seen all staff making
good progress as they learn their new roles
and add their own unique flair; this is what
makes change rather exciting.
Faith

This year we sadly bid farewell to Ms
Lisa McLennan after 20 years of service
to Epworth due to medical reasons, Sr
Dorothy O’Neill is currently enjoying a
new chapter in Ireland with her husband
after five years at Epworth, Mrs Sheila
Finnemore is spending quality time with
her family on the North Coast after 16
dedicated years of service to Epworth, and
Mr Felix Kunene will soon be on his way to
Japan to join his cousin in their business
venture after three years at Epworth.
Sr Rebecca Borain retired after six years of
service to Boarding. We thank these staff
members for their dedicated service to
Epworth and wish them well in their future
endeavours.

Esterhuizen, and Deputy Head Girls, Kusa
Gulubane and Nicki van Aardt, for their
excellent leadership, dedication and
service to Epworth. It has been a pleasure
working and learning alongside you.
Please come up to receive a token of our
appreciation.

At the end of this term, we say goodbye
to two long serving, committed and superb
teachers, both giving so much of
themselves in the classroom and with
many projects and teams outside the
classroom; these stalwarts are Mrs Mandy
Hellmann and Mrs Annette Smith. Mrs
Hellmann will be sorely missed after 20
years at Epworth and some extra time as
a student teacher, as she takes on new
adventures with her family in England. Mrs
Smith has spent 19 years and some extra
time as a locum at Epworth and will be
challenging herself in a new space, namely
heading up a laboratory. We wish them
much love and best wishes, and we have
been blessed to have them as part of our
team.

For 15 years at Epworth: Caitlyn Cox,
Chloe Dundas-Starr, Amahle Khumalo and
Abbigale van Rooyen.

“2021 has proven to be
more challenging than
2020, and we have certainly
had to adjust our sails on
multiple occasions.”
At Epworth we believe that all Grade
12 pupils must have the opportunity to
develop their leadership skills. This has
not been easy to achieve when some
leadership roles have not been possible
due to the way that we have needed to
do things during a pandemic. The class
of 2021 has done well in demonstrating
understanding, adaptability, innovation,
and servant leadership. We are proud of
you, and the indelible mark that you have
left on Epworth!
In particular, I would like to thank and
acknowledge the Head Girl of 2021, Alida
Compassion

It is a long-standing tradition at Epworth
to acknowledge the pupils that have
journeyed at Epworth for 12 or more years.
Please would the following pupils come up
to receive a keepsake from the School:
For 13 years at Epworth: Imogen
Cunningham and Suthukazi Memela.
For 14 years at Epworth: Robyn Curry,
Amarragh Gemmell and Bonnie Smith.

Thank you to Mrs Sharryn Middleton and
the Parents’ Association team for the
added value that they bring to Epworth
through the Parents’ Association. As
parents your contribution to the School is a
very vital part of the development, growth,
and excellence that our pupils are able to
achieve and we thank you for your support
of your daughters. We look forward to your
continued support and engagement as we
all work together to ensure that “Epworth
is the place to be”!
To the Grade 12 parents, thank you for
choosing Epworth; we are privileged to
have been given the opportunity to play a
key role in growing those wide-eyed Grade
8s, drowning in their checked dresses and
blazers into young leaders of worth and
significance.
Circling back to the start of my address
where I mentioned that in 2020, we
focused on the basics, a kind of survival
mode, 2021 has proven to be more
challenging than 2020, and we have
certainly had to adjust our sails on multiple
occasions. “Together We Can” was a
most apt theme for our year as we drew
together to work on ways to ensure that
we could do things, albeit differently, but
do them we must, a focus on what we can
do rather than what we cannot.
I am only going to mention some of
the highlights or firsts or interesting
adaptations of 2021 for fear of keeping you
all here too long as I reminisce. We started
the year with a whirlwind one-afternoon
orientation for the Grade 8s, and for the
first time at Epworth, every Grade 8 came
to school with a laptop tucked under one
Courage
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arm and a sun hat on their heads. My
opening address to the Grade 8s and their
parents was rather comical as I needed
to give it three times, once to each class
in different spaces, in quick succession.
Picture my first address in the Library
quad behind this podium; the moment I
was done, Mr Jackson seizing the podium
in one hand, me purposefully making my
way to the steps of the reception where
the next group of parents and pupils are
waiting on the reception lawns, and as
soon as I was done addressing them, Mr
Jackson seizing the podium once again
and within moments I was doing my third
address back in the Library quad.
With sport on hold, and only Grade 8s
in boarding, they made the most of our
lovely campus and whizzed about on their
bicycles, scooters, and skateboards in the
afternoons. Not something that I have seen
in my nearly 24 years in the High School.
Not knowing how long we would be
online at the start of the year, on a rather
hot and humid day in January, 260 chairs
were placed 1.5m apart and every pupil
was allocated a chair for their respective
resources such that their parents could
collect them without fear of being too
close to one another. Later that day,
textbook bundles were whisked off to
Durban for pupils living in and around this
metro.
An interesting experience was hosting
the inter-house gala with no parents and
no war cries. It was amazing to see how
the pupils incorporated literally any item
that could produce sound into routines
of clapping and rhythmically stamping
their feet, dancing and doing flick flacks
along the side of the pool to create a
rather memorable gala. Adapted banners
sporting the interim competitive house
names, Blue, Green, Red and Yellow
formed the backdrop to this Covid-friendly
event.
If the Life Sciences pupils cannot move
to the lab, then the lab will move to
the pupils. The innovative Life Sciences
practical in a box has become the norm
to ensure that pupils do not miss out on
important practical skills due to movement
around the school being restricted.
The school magazine was published
electronically for the first time and
comprised a hybrid of text, photographs
and hyperlinks to all that had been created
virtually in 2020.
It would be remiss of me not to reference
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my very memorable and moving induction
ceremony. Special mention must be made
of Mrs Rebecca Schultz’s beautifully
crafted chapel service which included an
original musical item composed by Ms
Anne Duthie, and performed by staff and
pupils: Mrs Sandra Henning, Mr Simon
Bester, Ms Anne Duthie, Julia Rowe and
Keona Duthie. The love and support were
quite tangible!
This year we had to have four sessions
within Open Day, with 11 groups in each
session meaning that many of us had
to repeat speeches, explanations, or
demonstrations approximately 44 times
over the course of that day. The staff and
pupils were phenomenal!
Our online Epworthian Day was a great
success! Mrs Jacqui Terblanche and Mrs
Jan Menear made it possible to purchase a
fabulous box of goodies that was delivered
to homes to enjoy on Epworthian Day
whilst connecting online and playing
Epworth Bingo!

“At Epworth we have been
investigating a variety of
ways to help build a sense
of belonging and appreciation
of every member of our
school community.”
Thursday, 20 May is a day that no one will
easily forget. The passageways of Epworth
were filled with whispers of disbelief, Mrs
Munro had actually cancelled all lessons
so that we could dance all day, whatever
next? Clearly wearing a mask every day
was taking its toll. The 1st for Women
gender-based violence flash mob dance,
driven by Interact, became a whole school
project and saw Epworth raise R10 000 for
the Jes Foord Foundation, as well as share
a truly memorable day.
Watching filmed/recorded/virtual/online/
digital productions (whichever term you
prefer) of the Cagebirds, Diversions, The
Show must Go Online, DigiFunk, Marimbas
to the Max and ExperiDance showcased
our talent and determination to ensure
that the Performing Arts kept performing
this year.
Online parent-teacher meetings, online
prayer groups, online first aid and social
media courses, the online exam portal, our
online Academic Showcase, live streaming
Humana

of events and matches have all helped to
keep us learning, connected, and informed
even when we could not be together. Of
course, none of this is possible if we do not
have electricity. The arrival of a generator
on campus this year was welcomed as
a regrettable necessity but is greatly
appreciated.
Another first this year were the
weekly inter-code sport wars; we have
impressively fit and creative pupils at
Epworth. From doing squats on horseback,
push-ups in Woolworths, handstands with
a menagerie of animals, it was no easy
task judging the winners each week. This
competition culminated in a three-day hike
on the Wild Coast.
The staff have always wanted to try
hosting the Grades 10 and 12 dances
over consecutive weekends as we saw
several benefits; to date this has not been
possible. However, this year, to capitalise
on the calm between pandemic waves we
hosted three dances over two consecutive
weekends. Having a dance beneath a
stretch tent bedazzled with fairy lights,
open to the fresh air and starry skies
certainly did not feel like a compromise
and it was a delight to see the Grades 10,
11 and 12 pupils having such fun, dancing
the night away, and looking extra gorgeous.
Our new subjects, Entrepreneurism and
Business Studies, shade cloth sails in the
quads, a campus vegetable garden, a
weather station (the electronic component
kindly donated by the Cathcart family),
pre-ordering lunch and dinner via an app
from the selection of meals on offer are
some of our other firsts this year.
If you look through the Speech Day
booklet, you will find many other
firsts – either we have participated in
competitions for the first time, like the
Afrikaans Tienertoneel production, or we
have secured many first-place positions
in Olympiads, essay writing competitions
and sporting events. In a year that we
might well define as restrictive, where it
has felt that everything was cancelled or
postponed indefinitely, Epworth can be
very proud of all that has been achieved!
Transformation: “a conscious journey that
starts with the self so that every school
family builds, and shapes a holistic, diverse,
representative, inclusive and courageous
community within the values of their
school, resulting in a sense of belonging.”
At Epworth we have been investigating
a variety of ways to help build a sense
Fortis
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of belonging and appreciation of every
member of our school community. We are
currently looking at adjustments to our
uniform so that different body shapes and
hair types are considered. Mrs Bronwynn
van Wyk, our counsellor, is working with
a group of pupils to develop displays for
around the school encouraging positive
body image. Our religious education
lessons are assisting pupils and staff to
be informed about different religions and
with breaking down stereotypes. Our Let’s
Talk programme had four focus areas this
year: anti-racism, LGBTQIA+, gender-based
violence and mental well-being. Thank you
to the Epworthians and current pupils for
providing us with valuable feedback and
making yourselves vulnerable to assist

us on our transformation journey. Thank
you to all of the staff, but in particular
Ms Moira Filmer, Mrs Rebecca Schultz and
Mrs Euphoric Majola for all of their work
in developing the Religious Education and
Let’s Talk programmes; I dreamt it and you
have brought it to life. Our transformation
journey continues.
Grade 12s, besides your looming final
examinations, you are mere hours away
from the end of your last day of school.
How exciting. Tackle life after school with
purpose, and endeavour to be the best
version of yourself. As my father once told
me, there is always going to be someone
smarter than you, faster than you, more
skilled than you … don’t live your life

comparing yourself to others, rather look
to others for inspiration and growth.
Know yourself, be true to your core, but
adaptable enough to be able to change
and adjust as needed. Choose to do the
right thing, even when it is the hard or
unpopular thing to do. Say sorry. Be kind.
Use your voice for change. Be prepared
to deviate from your job description. Be
passionate. Be authentic. And please wear
sun cream and a hat.
May jacaranda flowers always fall kindly on
your shoulders.
FIDA HUMANA FORTIS
Mrs Tracey Munro,
Principal of the High School
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T

his is not a speech; it is more like a
conversation that I want to have with
the class of 2021, so hello to you
all. How are you doing? Uncomfortable in
your stockings? I see you there in the white
dresses that come out every once in a
while. I did not iron mine.

looking back, I see they were looking out
for my best interests.
I felt quite lost during my time at Epworth.
I was trying to figure out what I was going
to contribute to the world and how I
was going to get there. I was away from
home with friends who were becoming
family and teachers who were becoming
parents, but by the end of Matric and all
the academic and cultural pressures, I was
slightly depressed.

My name is Zolelwa Sifumba. I am a
medical doctor, but before that I am a
young black woman from South Africa. I am
Xhosa speaking, she/her, I am queer, and
my partner is in the audience.
I have a bag of goodies here and I am going
to show you some things and as I tell the
story you will see why they are significant
to me.
This is a picture of me graduating from the
University of Cape Town (UCT) medical
class of 2017. This is a copy of the Sunday
Times that my face is in. It is the first
newspaper that my face was in. I guess you
can all see which house I was the head of –
we were still Buxton at the time, but I hear
we are Falcon now. These are scrubs from
a past life of mine. If it had not been for
Covid-19, I would have been at the Tokyo
Olympics. I was there virtually, but I can
legitimately say I was a torch bearer.
I am going to tell the story of what
happened to me after I left Epworth. I
wanted to tell you all a story about finding
my voice and journeying back to myself. I
have so many memories and I would love to
include them all, but it is not possible. It is
just so good to be back and seeing some of
Faith
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Guest Speaker

my old teachers – my old Maths teacher is
the principal and I love that! It is surreal.
When I had my Speech Day, it was Speech
Night then, I was sitting there in the chairs
telling myself I wanted to speak here. I was
going to do something worth talking about.
So, 13 years later I am here.
I am from East London, and I did not even
know where Pietermaritzburg was. My
parents told me I was going to school there,
and I asked, “Where is that? Is it in South
Africa?”. It was the first time I had been
away from home for any length of time,
so in my mind my parents hated me. Why
would they send their kid to school hours
away from home? It was very upsetting, but
Compassion

I was often the class clown, especially in
Accounting, so people did not take me
seriously. I never went to anyone and said I
was struggling. It is one of the things I wish I
had done. This is my message to you today:
enlist support. You know when you are not
okay and your world is falling apart, but it is
difficult for the next person to see that. I did
not know this at the time, but I found my
voice eventually.
I left Epworth and went to study medicine
at UCT. I started the application process
here at Epworth and I had teachers
backing me up. The goal was amazing,
but the reality was tough. Because I had
been depressed towards the end of high
school and did not ask for help, towards
my third year of medical studies, I fell apart
completely. I was depressed and anxious. I
was not going to school. I was not eating. I
was not sleeping. The pressures of clinical
medicine weighed down on me. Getting
into the healthcare system hit me harder
than it hits most.
Courage
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I kept telling myself it was fine – I was a
smart medical student from Epworth. All
my ducks were in a row. I had been Head
of House and a prefect at school. I had
received major accolades, so I kept telling
myself I was going to be fine, but the truth
is that it was tough.
When I went back to medical school after
my stint with depression, I was diagnosed
with multi-drug resistant tuberculosis (TB).
I do not know how much you know about
TB, but it is a respiratory illness caused by
bacteria. It can affect any part of the body
and it kills millions of people globally every
year. It has been killing people for many,
many centuries.
I had contracted TB because of my
exposure to it in hospitals. I knew about
TB and they taught us about it, but I never
realised it was an infectious agent that
would mess up my life. One positive about
Covid-19 is that the world has begun to
understand what it is to grapple with an
infectious disease; you do not need to
be anyone less than the next person to
contract it.
I was really upset when I contracted TB, not
only because I was sick, but because I was
in a health system that demanded I give
of myself without protection. These days
masks are everywhere, but at the time they
were not giving us the respirators that we
knew we needed to deal with TB patients.
We had to search for something to protect
our own lives so that we could continue to
serve others. It was really tough.
I completed 18 months of treatment,
and it was during that time that I started
to find my voice. An organisation called TB
Proof came to the medical school. They
shared stories of occupational TB, which is
TB you contract at work. They were there
to warn us to protect ourselves. They had
been before, and I had not really listened
because I felt like the problem did not really
affect me. However, the second time they
came, after I had been diagnosed, I went
running to them and I just cried because
the treatment was so inhumane.
There are different kinds of TB. There is a
drug-sensitive TB where you are treated
for six months. That is the standard one
everybody knows about. There are four
main drugs that are able to fight it. When
you get into resistant TB, those drugs do
not work. I had multidrug-resistant TB and
there is also a form called extreme drugresistant TB and it is resistant to some of
the main drugs in the regiment that we use.
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I describe multidrug resistant TB as being
like a transmissible cancer because of how
hard the treatment process is. It used to be
a lot of injections and about 21 different
pills. It has improved a bit since then, but it
is still really hard.
What was so difficult was knowing that I
wanted to be a healer, but it meant that
these infectious agents would come
towards me. I had been primed for this
position in medical school and I had
always believed I was going to be an
amazing person, but the message I got
from the health system was that my life
was not worth much. I continued because
of pressure from my parents. They kept
reminding me that I had always wanted
this. That was true, but I was not sure if it
was what I wanted anymore.

“Understanding what it
was like to be sick changed
the type of doctor I was to
beome. Instead of forcing
people to take their pills, I
would sit down and talk to
them about how they felt.”
That was the first thing that broke me
after high school. It was hell, but I pushed
through. By that stage I was already
speaking nationally and internationally,
sharing my story, much like I am doing
now. When I started sharing my story, I
realised that people could identify with it.
People identified with me as a person, and
I was more than someone talking about
tuberculosis as a disease process because I
was talking about how it impacted my life.
I continued with advocacy because I really
felt as though the health system was full of
injustice and was in crisis. Imagine being
the only one here who knew that Covid-19
existed. That is what it was like back then
with TB. People still do not take TB seriously
because they think it is something that
poor people have, when in fact it is just
a disease anyone can contract just by
breathing. Getting it taught me that we are
all susceptible to many things and we need
to treat ourselves as such.
I continued with medical school, knowing
that I was struggling and that I was not
going to be protected but, like many people
Humana

I just kept taking the punches without
reaching out for support.
Understanding what it was like to be sick
changed the type of doctor I was to
become. In place of forcing people to take
their pills, I would sit down and talk to them
about how they felt. Not many healthcare
workers have the time or the space to
do that. I decided I was going to be that
one who did because I knew how bad the
treatment was for me and I know that, as
people, we usually just want to take it and
keep it to ourselves.
I graduated from UCT and entered the
healthcare system – doing my internship
in Durban and my community service in a
small town called Harding. I thought that
going through TB was the most difficult
thing I would endure but being a healthcare
worker on the frontline was far worse.
A few years later I ended up leaving.
Nobody could understand why. They said,
“There’s a pandemic; we need you!” but
how could I carry on if some days I had to
work without a mask or any other PPE?
Some days I would get to work and there
was one oxygen tank, and then 10 patients
would come in. You can possibly put two
people on the oxygen tank, and you are
sentencing the others to death. Sometimes
even those on oxygen did not make it. You
know those people that you clap for? That
you thank for taking care of your loved
ones? We clap for them, but they are
walking into work without the essentials.
Then, after a 36-hour shift, during which
I slept for about 30 minutes, I was in a car
accident. I fell asleep at the wheel. I knew
the way healthcare workers were being
treated was not right, but you cannot say
those things without being bullied. You will
be given the worst shifts and the difficult
patients. They will not assist when you
need help, to teach you a lesson. Imagine
being taught a lesson while you are
resuscitating people.
So the healthcare system is the second
thing that broke me because I realised
that my life really did not matter. When
Covid-19 came to our shores and we saw it
on TV, I had been doing advocacy for eight
years, and I warned management at the
hospital. They refused to do anything about
it. Then I became symptomatic. Three days
later I received a phone call asking me
when I was coming back to work. After that
I was bullied by my medical manager. He
told me that I had a psychiatric illness even
Fortis
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though I had all the symptoms and we had
outbreaks in the hospital from which he did
not protect us.
So I decided to leave. I had no plan and I
had just completed my community service.
I had to do that to survive. I had already lost
to suicide a great mentor of mine, Professor
Bongani Mayosi.
The healthcare system is currently breaking
people. This is a scary thing to say because I
know some of you want to become doctors
or nurses, and I am not saying do not go, I
am saying enlist support. It is not enough
to clap for us. We need support – we need
tangible things. This is what I was telling the
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge. Clapping
and calling us heroes is not enough. We
are not Spiderman. When you think of
Superman, do you ever think about what
things are like where he lives? Who looks
after his babies? Who washes the kitchen?
Who does these practical things for him?
Healthcare workers are not heroes. We are
also people who need support.
I am going to close now. What I wanted to
say to the class of 2021, and to everyone
else, the thing that helped me (and I have
only learnt it over the last few years) is just
to be myself. High school was a process of
deciding who I wanted to be. There were
all sorts of girls at Epworth, from all over,

“My message is just to be
your authentic self.
It is when you stray from
that authenticity that you
get into foreign territory,
and you do not know
who you are.”
who did all sorts of things – the naughty
girls and the spiritual girls – and you can
find that you too are changing. This might
be a clichéd message, but it is coming from
my heart. The moment I decided to be
myself authentically, the more joy I found.
You know when you need support. I do not
want to say do not give up. Just refuse. I
have refused to give up a couple of times.
Many people are going to try to tell you
who you are and what you must be. If you
were the academic girl in high school, they
will expect you to carry on. If you were the
sporty girl, they will expect you to carry on.
But I want to challenge you to be whoever
you want to be and to do that well.
I spent a long time ignoring the symptoms
that said I had some kind of mental illness.

It happened as I was leaving high school,
and I wish I had looked at it then. Do not
wait until you have started, or finished,
university. There is no pressure to be
anybody else but who you are. Put the
pressure away and dig into who you want
to be. That is where you will find your
happiness and motivation.
I know it is difficult because there are so
many messages telling you who you should
be as a woman. I want to say to you that we
decide who we are, and we get to change.
I did a degree, but now I have gone into
research. We get to decide. You do not have
to be one thing. You can be anything and
everything that you want to be.
I wish I could tell you what stopped me
from giving up in those moments of TB,
having the symptoms of Covid-19, the car
accident, but I think I just dug into myself. I
sat and asked myself how I was doing, what
I needed and what I felt. My message is
just to be your authentic self. It is when you
stray from that authenticity that you get
into foreign territory, and you do not know
who you are.
All the best for after high school.
Thank you.
Dr Zolelwa Sifumba,
Guest Speaker (Class of 2008)
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ood afternoon members of
the Board, the trustees, our
honourable guests, Mrs Munro,
staff, parents and guardians, and last but
most certainly not least, the incredible
pupils of Epworth.
I am greatly honoured to stand before you
all today and bid you farewell on behalf of
the matric class of 2021, as we near the
end of our journey here at Epworth High
School.
I have been privileged enough to deliver
a few speeches in my lifetime, and if you
have ever heard any one of them you most
certainly would have heard this quote that I
am about to read to you.
“Any human, anywhere, will blossom in a
hundred unexpected talents and capacities
simply by being given the opportunity to do
so,” – Doris Lessing.

Epworth in one word, that word would be
“opportunity”.
Epworth is a school of opportunity.
Opportunities to learn, to laugh, to
discover, to live out your dreams,
and to meet people who will have an
unforgettable impact on your life.
However, opportunities do not simply fall
out of thin air. Behind every opportunity
there is a person, or people, making it a

“Any human, anywhere,
will blossom in a hundred
unexpected talents and
capacities simply by being
given the opportunity to do
so.” – Doris Lessing

If I had to sum up my past five years at
Faith
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possibility, and in the same way, behind
Epworth there are amazing people who
make this incredible school. Although all of
them are not here today, every single one
of you in this hall, working on this campus,
the people watching the livestreams in
the classrooms and at home form part of
this wonderful group of people. I cannot
emphasise enough how immensely
grateful I am to have had the privilege to
experience the magical opportunities of
Epworth for the past five years.
At Epworth, I have spent what I believe
are, and forever will be, some of the best
years of my life. Yes, there were tough
times, times when balancing school and
life felt impossible, where I felt completely
overwhelmed by everything around me
and simply thought to myself, I do not know
how I am going to get through this. I think
every person, especially those of us sitting
in this hall today, can relate to that feeling.
Courage
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I know what I am about to say may sound
clichéd, but it’s the truth. What got me
through those trying times was Epworth,
and the people that make up this school.
During my first few weeks at Epworth, I
learnt many things. I learnt teachers’ and
pupils' names, where to go for my different
lessons, which corridors to avoid, which
doors to wait at and so on, but the most
important and impactful thing I learnt and
fully believe in is that at Epworth, there will
always be people behind you, supporting
you, helping you when you need it, and
cheering you on as you do what you do
best. Here you will always have someone
to go to, for absolutely anything and
everything, and I think that is a luxury that
we often take for granted.
Epworth would not be the place that it is
without all of you that make up this
school. I wish I could stand here and share
everything I would like to say to all of you,
but I’m afraid we might be starting our final
exams by the time I’ve finished, so I will
be keeping my messages to you dazzling
people as short as possible.
To the Grade 8s: I must commend you on
making it this far in this challenging year
full of all sorts of surprises. Starting high
school is tough enough as is, and despite
those new and exciting challenges, with
the addition of the Covid-19 pandemic,
you have made it. I want to encourage each
and every one of you to go out and live
these next four years of your lives at this
school to the fullest. You all have so much
potential, and you are in the perfect place
to live it out.
To the Grade 9s: I must commend you all
on getting through one of the busiest years
of high school, and also doing so despite
the challenges of the global pandemic.
Grade 9 is no joke. Just like Grade 11 and
12, it tests your limits and pushes you to
the extremes. But like they say, diamonds
cannot be formed without a bit of
pressure. I wish you all of the best for next
year when you dive into the world of your
new subjects, and I am so excited for all the
wonderful opportunities that await you!
To the Grade 10s: You made it through one
of the most exciting years of high school. I
know there is a lot that we all missed out
on this year, but you so wonderfully and
passionately indulged in the possibilities of
this year, and I am so proud of you for that.
You are now about to enter the beginning
of your final years at Epworth. Time is
about to really start flying by, so enjoy
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every experience, cherish every little
happy moment, and always be the bright
and smiling young people that you are.
To the Grade 11s: Wow, I feel like a mother
watching my little babies grow up. I do not
want to sound silly but I still see you as the
little Grade 8s that came in when my grade
and I finally progressed up the Epworth
ranks, and now look at you. You are about
to start the end of your journey here at
Epworth, and take the leading reigns of the
school. Your grade has always astonished
me with your attitude and spirit. You are
always up for a fun time and ready to take
on, with a good spirit, any task handed to
you. Enjoy these last few months together
as a grade because before you know it,
it’s all over and there will be so much you
wanted to still do and so many people you
still wanted to get to know better. Zanda,
Sibongakonke and Emily, cherish every
single moment you have left at this school,
the fun times and also the challenging
times. Stick together as a grade and be
there for one another, because Grade 12
will push you all to your limits and the only
people who will fully understand what
you are going through are those standing
alongside you going through it too. You are
all placed in your positions for a reason, and
I have so much faith that each and every
one of you will blossom in this coming year.

“It is an honour that we
exist in the same space
and time didn’t choose to
separate us by eons.”
– Malanda Jean-Claude
Humana

To the high school academic staff: Thank
you for all your hours of hard work, and
most especially for all the patience that
you have had with us. Since the beginning
of my days at Epworth it was evident to
me that the staff form the absolute core
of the incredible support system here at
Epworth. I appreciate and admire every
single member of the staff, those that I
have had the privilege of being taught by,
and also those who I was lucky enough to
simply meet, chat to, and walk past day
by day. Thank you for all your kind, loving,
caring words, for your words of wisdom
and advice, and for imparting on to us the
immense amount of knowledge each one
of you holds. You have set an incredible
example for every single pupil to look up
to and you form such an essential part of
this school that I believe every pupil sees
and appreciates. Your constant hard work
does not go unnoticed, and I will forever
remember the incredible and passionate
teachers of Epworth High School.
To all the staff that work on campus: The
kitchen staff, the cleaning staff, security,
IT, transport, estates staff, the PAC staff,
and the sports staff, without you Epworth
would not be the school that it is. Thank
you for all that you do for this school,
for feeding us, cleaning our grounds,
protecting us and being there for us. We all
appreciate you and I am so grateful to have
had the privilege to attend this wonderful
school which would not be what it is
without you.
To the boarding staff: Every house mother
and boarder mistress, thank you for caring
for me and being my substitute mothers.
Coming to boarding school was very
difficult for me in the beginning, but you
were all always supportive, loving, and
caring, and truly form an integral part of
this family away from home. You have been
incredible role models to look up to. Thank
you for guiding my grade and me through
these essentially important years of life,
and for being there whenever we needed
you.
Ms Filmer, thank you for being the
incredibly passionate person and role
model that you are for me. Thank you for
all your guidance, advice, and constant
support throughout this challenging year.
Your weekly guess as to what tea time
snack you and Nicki would be receiving
brought so much joy and laughter to every
one of our meetings, and not only did
you always have a smile on your face, but
you were always willing to help us with
Fortis
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whatever we needed, and without your
support I do not know what we would have
done. I appreciate your hard work and
dedication more than words can ever begin
to describe.
Mrs Munro, what an honour it has been
to lead the school with a headmistress like
you. I do not even know where to begin
thanking you for everything you have
meant to me during my years at Epworth.
I am sure every single pupil can confirm
that you must have a secret magic wand,
because I do not know how any ordinary
person could accomplish the things that
you do. Thank you for every single midnight
email, all your wonderful words of advice,
your new and exciting ideas, for your
passion and excitement, and for all your
hard work and dedication to this school.
I really cannot emphasise how much I
appreciate everything that you do for this
school. Epworth is very dear to my heart
and I take immense pride in being a pupil
here, and to see how you lead this school
with your team of staff, including every
single member of staff that works on
campus, is a privilege, and truly brings
so much joy to my heart. Thank you for
being the incredible role model that you
have been for me, and for everything that
you have taught me during these past five
years.
To my prefects: Thank you for all your hard
work, commitment and support this year.
You are an incredible group of people with
mounds and mounds of potential. I am so
grateful to have been able to work with
you all this year and to get to know each of
you better. I cannot wait to see where life
takes you and I appreciate every single bit
of work you did towards serving this school
this past year.
To my family: Dankie vir al julle liefde en
ondersteuning en dankie dat ek die kans
kon hê om na so ‘n wonderlike skool toe te
kom. Ek is die gelukkigste mens op aarde
om ‘n familie soos julle te hê. Sonder julle
sou ek nie wees waar ek vandag is nie.
Marika en Dawid, dankie dat julle deur elke
liewe musiekkonsert sit, en my ondersteun
in alles wat ek doen. Ek is so lief vir julle
twee en kan nie wag om te sien waar die
lewe julle neem nie. Aan Mamma en
Pappa, Ouma en Oupa, dankie dankie
dankie. Daar is nie eers woorde om
te beskryf hoe dankbaar ek is om vir
julle as ouers te hê nie. Julle liefde en
ondersteuning is wat my deur hierdie jaar
gekry het, en ek sal vir ewig dankbaar wees
vir alles wat julle vir my beteken.
Faith

To the parents of the matriculants of
2021: Thank you for playing the incredible
roles you have played in the lives of your
daughters. It has been a privilege to get to
know these amazing people, and without
you we would not be where we all are
today. Thank you for your constant support,
effort, love and care.
And, to the part that I have been dreading
the most.
To my grade: Wow, look how far we have
come. Who would have thought it was
actually real… the end of Matric is actually
a thing? What an immense privilege it has
been to spend five years of my life getting
to know you amazing people. I think we
have always known our grade is unique,
but not necessarily in the way most people
would expect. I am about to hit you with
another cliché, but you are like sisters to
me. Not just fellow learners and not just
friends… you are my family. Yes, we have
had our moments where plans fell apart,
fights were fought, and tears were shed,
but these are part of typical family fights,
often over the simplest of things, so there
you have it, we really are officially sisters.

“So do not fear, for I am with
you; do not be dismayed,
for I am your God. I will
strengthen you and hold
you. I will uphold you with
my righteous right hand.”
(Isaiah 41:10)
However, most astonishingly, there were
times when we came together, and what
a force of nature we were! This grade, this
Epworth class of 2021, is a force of nature
to which nothing else could ever compare.
We have always stuck together when we
most needed to and came together to do
what needed to be done. What a privilege
it has been to grow together and learn from
each one of you dazzling people for the
past five years.
Ah, and of course my two deputies: Thank
you, thank you, thank you. Without you
two I would NOT have survived this year. I
have no doubt in my mind that I would have
booked a plane ticket by the end of week
one and just mysteriously disappeared
forever. You two are absolute stars. It has
been the most amazing honour to work
alongside you this year, and also to grow,
Compassion

learn, cry, laugh, and plan together.
Kusa, you have the kindest and most
humble heart. Leading the school and
sitting with you every single day to enjoy
our meals meant I could get to know you
better, and I am so lucky to have you as
one of my absolute closest friends. You
are going to do such amazing things in this
world, and I cannot wait to witness them
all!
Nicki, you are such a kind, caring and
driven person. Your caring nature and
determination have helped make this year
of leading the school a survivable reality.
Thank you for your years of friendship and
support. I know you are going to get far in
this life, and I cannot wait to see where the
opportunities of life will take you!
To my friends and family, across the entire
school, thank you for your constant love
and support. I would not have survived this
year if it was not for your encouragement,
patience, love, and care. I love and
appreciate every single one of you and I am
so blessed to have people like you by my
side. It truly is a blessing from above that
I have had the privilege of meeting every
single one of you and that I have incredible
people like you in my life.
As all of us begin to enter new stages of our
lives, it can be rather intimidating because
I think in the past two years we have been
assured of the fact that you never know
what could happen. However, I believe that
although we find ourselves in uncertain
times, the words of Isaiah 41:10 are
incredible words of wisdom to carry with
us and they go as follows, “So do not fear,
for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I
am your God. I will strengthen you and help
you; I will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.” Let these words fill you with
the reassurance that no matter how
strange and uncertain times may become,
there is always a way forward.
I would like to end off this afternoon with a
quote by Malanda Jean-Claude, which says,
“It is an honour that we exist in the same
space and time didn’t choose to separate
us by eons.”
So lastly, to Epworth, from my heart it
has been an absolute honour to exist in
the same space as you, and I am forever
grateful that time did not choose to
separate us just yet.
Thank you.
Alida Esterhuizen,
Head Girl
Courage
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SPEECH DAY AWARDS
The C G Redgment Memorial
Award to the Head Girl for 2022
Zanda Ndlazi

Die Tweetaligheidstrofee
(for communicative fluency
in both Afrikaans and English,
regardless of mother-tongue)
Olivia (Faye) Crawford

The Sally White Floating Trophy
(for excellence in a specific sport)
Georgina Howard
The Victrix Ludorum Trophy
(for all-round sports achievement)
Jade Miller
The Sportsmanship Trophy
(awarded to the sportswoman
who most lives up to our motto
on the sportsfield)
Lulama Ngcobo
Winners of The School Trophy for Unselfish Service to Epworth,
Dawn (Kusa) Gulubane and Tafadzwa Mutomba

The Sullivan Trophy for
Musicianship
Alida Esterhuizen
The Fiona Fairbairn
Commemorative Trophy
(for performing arts activity)
Kenya Mask
and Reabetswe Pekile
The Epworthian Performing
Arts Excellence Trophy
(awarded to a pupil who has
achieved excellence in a range of
performing arts activities, whilst
upholding the Epworth ethos)
Olivia (Faye) Crawford
SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENTS
First in the English Olympiad
Olivia (Faye) Crawford
The President’s Award
– gold status
Sibongakonke Malinga
The Calliope Cup
(for English creative writing)
Amarragh Gemmell

The EPGU Award for English
Literature
Olivia (Faye) Crawford
The Epworth Accounting Award
(for the pupil who has benefited
most from Accounting)
Amarragh Gemmell
The Epworth Consumer Studies
Prize
(for the top practical pupil)
Abbigale van Rooyen
The Epworth Geography Award
(for consistent interest and
excellent progress in mapwork)
Chloé Morton
The Epworth History Award
(for excellence in investigative
research and analytical
discussion)
Emily Cobbold and Robyn Curry

The Epworth Mathematics
Award
(for the pupil who has shown
the most personal growth from
Mathematics as a subject)
Jade Miller
The Epworth Mathematical
Literacy Award
(for the pupil who has shown
the most personal growth from
Mathematical Literacy as a
subject)
Bonnie Smith
The Langa Trophy for IsiZulu
and English Bilingualism
(for communicative fluency
in both IsiZulu and English,
regardless of mother-tongue)
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana

The Cousins Trophy for Physical
Sciences
(for consistent interest)
Lauren Rix

The Epworth Life Sciences Award
(for consistent interest and
high achievement in practical
summative assessments)
Lizanne Conradie

The Liese Homan Dramatic Arts
Trophy
(for the pupil who achieved the
top practical mark in Dramatic
Arts)
Jade Miller

Winner of the Centennial Trophy,
Amarragh Gemmell

Winner of the Philip Hind Memorial
Trophy, Alida Esterhuizen

Winner of the Commendation
Award, Megan Williams
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GRADE 12 SUBJECT PRIZES AND
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS
Consumer Studies
Abbigale van Rooyen
Dramatic Arts
Jade Miller
French
Katherine Bowmaker
IsiZulu
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana
Mathematical Literacy
Cindy McKenzie
Academic Honours
Emily Cobbold
CAT and Academic Honours
Robyn Curry
Life Sciences and Academic
Honours
Amarragh Gemmell
Physical Sciences and Academic
Honours
Lizanne Conradie
Geography, Afrikaans
and Academic Honours
Anke Roux
Music, Academic Honours
and 3rd in Grade
Alida Esterhuizen
Accounting, Academic Honours
and 2nd in Grade
Megan Williams
Advanced Programme English,
English, Life Orientation,
History, Visual Arts,
Mathematics,
Academic Honours and Dux
Olivia (Faye) Crawford

Winner of the GEM Trophy,
Olivia (Faye) Crawford

Fortis
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SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENTS
The A B Theunissen Award for
Perseverance
Hannah Cobbledick

The School Trophy for
Unselfish Service to Epworth
Dawn (Kusa) Gulubane and
Tafadzwa Mutomba

The E E M Russell Trust Award
(for the pupil who has made
best use of the academic
opportunity offered at Epworth)
Lizanne Conradie

The Commendation Award
(for the pupil who, during her
time at Epworth, has honoured
and respected her spirituality,
others and herself)
Megan Williams

The Jardine Memorial Trophy
(for courtesy)
Pooja Morar
The Dibben Trophy
(for resilience and tenacity)
Ella Cradock and Tess Wood
The Service to Boarding Award
Dawn (Kusa) Gulubane
The Lynne Taylor Trophy
(for fellowship, as chosen by
her peers)
Pooja Morar
The Val Cameron Trophy
(for the pupil who, during her
time at Epworth, has made a
significant contribution to the
life of the Chapel)
Sisanda Msebe
The Peter Metcalf Memorial
Trophy
(for resourcefulness and
initiative)
Hannah Govender

Winners of the trophy For Integrity,
Alexi Joubert and Robyn Curry

The Michelle Mills Memorial
Trophy for Compassion
(for the pupil who has shown
herself to be a credit to the
Epworth Community by going
out of her way to serve others
with compassion and care)
Megan Wiliams
The Spirit of Epworth Trophy
(awarded to any individual
pupil, who, by virtue of her
personal characteristics, has
made a significant contribution
to the life of Epworth)
Kelly Naudé

“For Integrity”
Robyn Curry and Alexi Joubert
The Philip Hind 		
Memorial Trophy
(for leadership)
Alida Esterhuizen
The Beulah Booysen Cup
(for the pupil who wears her
uniform with pride)
Nicki van Aardt
The Rotary “Service
above Self” Shield
Abbigale van Rooyen

The Centennial Trophy
(awarded to a pupil who has
shown herself to be a credit to
the Epworth Community which
has witnessed her growth into
a young woman of whom we
can be proud)
Amarragh Gemmell
The GEM Trophy
(for an exceptional pupil
who has unstintingly given
of her many gifts, making a
noteworthy difference to many
areas in our School)
Olivia (Faye) Crawford
The Ryland Cup
(Fida, Humana, Fortis)
(this is Epworth’s major award
to the pupil who best lives up
to our motto)
Alida Esterhuizen

The prizewinners of 2021

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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LEADERSHIP
LRC

T

he Learners’ Representative Council (LRC) approached
2021 with positivity, and with due consideration and
reflection on what the LRC at Epworth stands for, and
how it can be taken to the next level. The LRC representatives
tackled this year with ambition and enthusiasm, which brought
forward invaluable contributions into this representative space.
This year has been successful in terms of tackling issues and
concerns with respect and clear communication, and for this,
we thank Mrs Debbie Preston, Mrs Tracey Munro and Ms Moira
Filmer for their patience, consideration and support.
The LRC started out the year with a mission statement that
ensured that it is a place of respectful intentions,
openness, understanding and honesty. The representatives
pledged to uphold the core values of faith, compassion and
courage in their roles as class captains and vice class captains
and to uphold their responsibilities with pride. We renovated
the structure of LRC, to not only improve our effectiveness and
utilise more technology, but to adapt to Covid-19 restrictions
and to still make meaningful contributions. The importance of
mutual respect, empathy and the act of seeking to understand
as well as to be understood, have been brought into every
one of our formal and online meetings. The LRC embraced
the changes and challenges that Covid-19 has brought and

conducted our 12 formal meetings in accordance with health
and safety protocols, valuing each opportunity to grow and
learn with and from each other.
As the LRC we would like to thank all representatives that
served their respective classes and the members of school
management for all that has been communicated through this
platform. We wish the LRC leadership of 2022 every success as
they continue to value Epworth’s pupil voices, compliments,
concerns and suggestions.
Pooja Morar, Head of LRC
It’s an honour to represent the pupils and to be their voice, to
ensure that all their needs are met and to help continuously
move our school. – Kelly Cotterrell, 11J Vice Class Captain
Being in LRC taught me about leadership and patience and I am
proud to have represented my classmates and to have been
their voice. – Leah Job, 8B Vice Class Captain
Being involved in the LRC gives me a sense of purpose. It also
gives me the responsibility for not only attending meetings but
also for my peers. – Lucy Pooler, 9F Class Captain

LRC REPRESENTATIVES
GRADE 8
Terms 1 and 2
Emily Atkinson
Mayra Bytebier (C)
Brooklyn Chetty
Sanele Ndlazi (C)
Rachel Schultz (C)
Unathi Sithole

GRADE 9
Terms 1 and 2
Neha Heeralal
Jenna Kunz
Siqiniseko Mngoma (C)
Zizipho Ndonga (C)
Nokukhanya Nomvete
Erin Smith (C)

GRADE 10
Terms 1 and 2
Jenna Curry
Tannith Gafney (C)
Bella Hackland (C)
Bianca Hillermann (C)
Tsungirirai Mutomba
Ryleigh Rutherford

GRADE 11
Terms 1 and 2
Rebecca Cook (C)
Nosihle Dladla
Emily Freedman (C)
Emma Maritz (C)
Bridget Ndlamini
Margaréte Zietsman

Terms 3 and 4
Riley Carr
Dristhi Dhada (C)
Jess Fly
Leah Job
Thembelihle Mthenjana (C)
Emma Thompson (C)

Terms 3 and 4
Kelsi Furmage
Sahana Khan
Tintswalo Mashaba (C)
Lucy Pooler (C)
Rebecca Tutt
Amber Warr (C)

Terms 3 and 4
Nayobi Dennison
Thabiso Gwiji
Oyintanda Kankqu (C)
Kathleen Munro
Alondwe Ncalane (C)
Courteney Raeburn (C)

Terms 3 and 4
Kelly Cotterrell
Amber Edwards (C)
Puja Heeralal (C)
Philasande (Zamokuhle) Mbhele (C)
Kayleigh Schmidt
Muhle Shabalala

Leadership Induction service
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First time wearing a matric scarf
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LEADERSHIP
MENTORS

T

wenty-twenty-one has been a busy year of ups and
downs and many new and exciting experiences. This
has been a challenging year for both the Grade 8s and
mentors. Despite the attempts by the Covid-19 pandemic
to cancel our planned activities, we were still able to share
meaningful moments and build new relationships.
The dedicated mentor team participated in two Grade 7
fun days and did not fail to promote Epworth to its highest
potential.
The team members should also be commended on their
enthusiasm, patience, and nurturing approach in welcoming
the Grade 8s, the future Grade 12 class of 2025, into their first
year at Epworth. Through their hard work and perseverance,
they were able to engage in and fulfil their roles with faith,

compassion, and courage to ensure that every new pupil felt
comfortable in the Epworth environment.
On behalf of the mentors of 2021, we would like to wish the
Grade 8s the best of luck in their following four years at high
school. We hope that they will be able to flourish in the busy
years to come and that they will treat each other with kindness
and respect so that they may build long-lasting friendships.
Good luck to the future mentor team of 2022. We hope that
you will be able to pick up on your leadership roles with
ease and that your Grade 12 year will be filled with new
opportunities and memorable experiences. Remember to
always be patient, gentle and kind and to always offer your full
support and a listening ear whenever it is needed.
Lauren Rix, Head of Mentors

PREFECTS

I

t was an incredible privilege to lead the High School with
the prefect body of 2021. Much of our focus this past
year surrounded the challenges set out by the Covid-19
pandemic, with prefects taking on important roles in ensuring
the safety of all pupils on campus.

usually meant was lost due to new protocols and rules, we set
out to ensure the governance of our school was the best we
could offer. Despite the many challenges that were faced, it was
an absolute privilege to work with this driven group of prefects
who made their roles a priority and led the school with pride.

Although much of what leading the school as the prefect body

Alida Esterhuizen, Head Girl
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LEADERSHIP
GOVERNANCE

Head Girl
Alida Esterhuizen
Deputy Head Girls
Dawn (Kusa) Gulubane
Nicki van Aardt
Head of LRC
Pooja Morar
Prefects
Emily Cobbold
Olivia (Faye) Crawford
Daneel Dedekind
Amarragh Gemmell
Courtney Kleiner
Jade Miller
Tafadzwa Mutomba
Kelly Naudé
Lulama Ngcobo
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana
Reabetswe Pekile
Megan Williams
Head of Grade
Tafadzwa Mutomba
Deputy Head of Grade
Abbygail Schwulst
PASTORAL

BOARDING

Boarder Prefects
Emily Cobbold
Daneel Dedekind
Courtney Kleiner
Jenna Lubbe
Erin Mester
Jade Miller
Lulama Ngcobo
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana
Chumile Radebe
Head of Boarder Mentors
Lauren Rix
Boarder Mentors
Hannah Cobbledick
Alida Esterhuizen
Bianca Komwihangiro
Siphokazi Maphumulo
Nicki van Aardt
Head of Big Sisters
Georgia Olive
COMPETITIVE HOUSES

Head of Blue House
Lulama Ngcobo
Deputy Head of Blue House
Nothando Sithebe

Head of Mentors
Lauren Rix

Secretary of Blue House
Chloé Morton

Deputy Head of Mentors
Robyn Curry

Head of Green House
Amahle Khumalo

Mentors
Kathleen Cathcart
Claire Christophers
Hannah Govender
Alexi Joubert
Namhla Manana
Zamathembu Mdladla
Erin Mester
Pooja Morar
Brooklyn Riggien
Anke Roux
Nothando Sithebe
Abbigale van Rooyen

Deputy Head of Green House
Amarragh Gemmell
Secretary of Green House
Hannah Govender

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

SPORT

Head of Culture
Suthukazi Memela

Basketball Vice-captain
Nothando Sithebe

Deputy Head of Culture
Olivia (Faye) Crawford

Canoeing Captain
Lizanne Conradie

Head of Dance
Robyn Curry

Canoeing Vice-captain
Abbigale van Rooyen - rivers

Deputy Head of Dance
Alexi Joubert
Head of Marimbas
Lindelwe Shabangu
Deputy Head of Marimbas
Kenya Mask
Head of Choir
Suthukazi Memela
Deputy Head of Choir
Megan Williams
Head of Ensembles
Meghann Oldfield
Deputy Head of Ensembles
Alida Esterhuizen
EOL Editor
Chloe Dundas-Starr

Canoeing Vice-captain
Georgina Howard – flat water
Cross-country Captain
Jade Miller
Cross-country Vice-captain
Ella Cradock
Diving Captain
Robyn Curry
Equestrian Captain
Emily Gibb
Hockey Captain
Kelly Naudé
Hockey Vice-captain
Nicki van Aardt
Netball Captain
Lulama Ngcobo
Netball Vice-captain
Gemma Phipps

Deputy EOL Editor
Kenya Mask

Soccer Captain
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana

Debating Captain
Olivia (Faye) Crawford

Soccer Vice-captain
Nothando Sithebe

Debating Vice-captain
Reabetswe Pekile

Squash captain
Nicki van Aardt

SPORT

Squash Vice-captain
Daneel Dedekind

Head of Red House
Kelly Naudé

Head of Sport
Jade Miller

Deputy Head of Red House
Aphumelele Sineke

Deputy Head of Sport
Kelly Naudé

Secretary of Red House
Kenya Mask

Adventure Sport Captain
Hannah Cobbledick

Head of Boarding
Dawn (Kusa) Gulubane

Head of Yellow House
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana

Artistic Swimming Captain
Chloe Dundas-Starr

Tennis Vice-captain
Chloé Morton

Deputy Head of Boarding
Cindy McKenzie

Deputy Head of Yellow House
Chumile Radebe

Athletics Captain
Jade Miller

Water Polo Captain
Courtney Kleiner

Head of Boarder LRC
Jenna Lubbe

Secretary of Yellow House
Cindy Mckenzie

Basketball Captain
Gemma Phipps

Water Polo Vice-captain
Skyelar Klomfass

BOARDING
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Swimming Captain
Katherine Bowmaker
Swimming Vice-captain
Jade Miller
Tennis Captain
Emily Cobbold

Fortis

LEADERSHIP
FAITH AND PRACTICE

Head of Chapel
Megan Williams
Deputy Heads of Chapel
Hannah Govender
Sisanda Msebe
Head of Cell Groups
Amarragh Gemmell
Deputies of Cell Groups
Chloe Dundas-Starr
Aphumelele Sineke
Head of FACT Groups
Chumile Radebe
Deputy Head of FACT
Groups
Reabetswe Pekile
Head of Prayer
Olivia (Faye) Crawford
Deputy Head of Prayer
Daneel Dedekind
Head of SCA
Alexi Joubert
Deputy Head of SCA
Hannah Cobbledick
Head of Worship Team
Bianca Komwihangiro

SERVICE

SERVICE

Secretary of Table Heads
Abbygail Schwulst

Art Assistants
Robyn Curry
Erin Mester
Consumer Studies Assistants
Emily Blumrick
Caitlyn Cox
Brooklyn Riggien
Head of Earth Active
Bonnie Smith
Head of Marketing
Tafadzwa Mutomba
Marketing Committee
Sisanda Msebe
Gemma Phipps
Lauren Rix
Aphumelele Sineke
Head of The President’s
Award
Skyelar Klomfass
Head of IT Assistants
Kenya Mask
Deputy Head of IT Assistants
Bonnie Smith
IT Assistants
Tara Gilmore
Bianca Komwihangiro
Namhla Manana

Table Heads (Lunch)
Emily Blumrick
Katherine Bowmaker
Kathleen Cathcart
Claire Christophers
Lizanne Conradie
Caitlyn Cox
Imogen Cunningham
Savannah Egling
Tara Gilmore
Georgina Howard
Erin Mester
Chloé Morton
Georgia Olive
Reabetswe Pekile
Anke Roux
Bonnie Smith
Abbigale van Rooyen
Megan Williams
Tess Wood
Table Heads (Boarding)
Emily Blumrick
Kathleen Cathcart
Ella Cradock
Savannah Egling
Emily Gibb
Dawn (Kusa) Gulubane
Skyler Klomfass
Bianca Komwihangiro
Siphokazi Maphumulo
Erin Mester
Georgia Olive

SERVICE

Table Heads (Boarding)
Reabetswe Pekile
Chumile Radebe
Lauren Rix
Lindelwe Shabangu
Tess Wood
Head of Library Monitors
Imogen Cunningham
Deputy Head of Library
Monitors
Sisanda Msebe
Interact President
Meghann Oldfield
Interact Vice-president
Pooja Morar
Interact Secretary
Abbigale Van Rooyen
Interact Treasurer
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana
Interact Committee
Members
Amarragh Gemmell
Hannah Govender
Amahle Khumalo
Namhla Manana
Zamathembu Mdladla
Georgia Olive
Reabetswe Pekile
Chumile Radebe

Leadership Induction service
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I

f 2020 was a year about vision, perspective and seeing more
clearly, I believe that for 2021, God called us to focus on the
unseen, on seeing the unseen. This is the basis of our faith.
“Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we
do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1). So, our time in chapel began with
a focus on the unseen God who chose to become visible. This
unseen God is The Word which became flesh and moved into
our neighbourhood because of His great love and desire to be
in relationship with us. Whilst God may be unseen, we can be
comforted by the truth that we are not unseen to God. He is
El Roi, “the God who sees us.”

For the season of Lent we did a series called RE<LENT>LESS, in
which we asked the question, “what do you need less of, so that
you can have more of what really matters?”

God blesses us at Epworth
God blesses us at Epworth when we
acknowledge that we do not have all
the answers and admit our need for
Jesus. The Kingdom of Heaven belongs
to those who realise there needs to be
less of them and more of God.
God blesses us at Epworth when we
mourn the state of the world, when
our hearts are broken by poverty and
pollution, racism and the desire for
revenge, hatred and homophobia,
closed hearts and minds unwilling to
hear, or learn or change. When our
hearts break at the state of the world,
we are closer to the heart of God and in
that space, we find divine comfort and
the strength to keep going.
God blesses us at Epworth when we
are meek, not soft, but patient with
ourselves and each other, gentle, quick
to listen and slow to speak and tolerant.
When we are humble enough to
acknowledge that we do not know it all,
that we have blind spots that prevent us
from seeing things clearly, and that we
need one another to fully understand
the bigger picture. When we realise
that we are simply one part of a much
bigger picture, then the world opens up
with opportunities to learn and grow!
God blesses us at Epworth when we
hunger and thirst to make this a place
where everyone feels loved, welcomed,

Faith

The theme for chapel in Term 2 was “#Blessed”, as we
looked more closely at what is arguably Jesus’ most famous
sermon, found in Matthew 5. The Sermon on the Mount
lists nine characteristics of those who are blessed, happy, and
fortunate, those who should be congratulated, celebrated and
admired. We discovered that what the world calls blessed is
not God’s view of what it means to be blessed. In fact, God’s
understanding is so counter-intuitive, that it requires great faith
to choose to walk in His ways.
At the end of the series I wrote a paraphrase of the Beatitudes,
based on what I felt God was saying to us at Epworth. It was in
no way meant to replace the passage of scripture, but rather
was an interpretation of what it means for us as a school at this
time.

accepted and treated with dignity and
respect.
God blesses us when we feed ourselves
on things that grow in our hearts –
fruit that is pleasing to Him. When
our words are seasoned with love and
patience and gentleness and kindness,
for from the overflow of our hearts our
mouths speak. When we choose to
feed on Jesus, the Bread of Life, we are
satisfied, and there is bread left over to
share with those around us.
God blesses us at Epworth when we
choose the harder path, the road less
travelled. When we choose to fight
darkness with light, when we choose
to meet hate with love, when we turn
the other cheek, not because we are
pushovers, but because we know that
this is the way of Christ. For God does
not treat us as we deserve and so He
calls us to show mercy to one another,
just as He has shown it to us.
God blesses us at Epworth when
we choose to seek peace and
reconciliation. When we do not choose,
my way or the highway, but instead
take the time to listen and learn from
opinions and arguments different to
our own. God does not bless us simply
for keeping the peace as there are
times when we must speak up against
injustice and unrighteousness, but
He does bless us when we take the

Compassion

time to make peace, have the difficult
conversations, rather than simply
sweeping it all under the carpet of our
silence.
When we have the courage to dare
greatly, to love lavishly, to forgive
without restraint, then we truly
discover what it means to be children of
God, children who reflect their Father.
At Epworth, God blesses us when our
motives are pure, when we do not
serve our own agenda, but choose
to hold before us the highest goal of
love. Love at work in our faith, our
compassion and our courage.
We are truly blessed when we begin to
open our eyes to see God at work all
around us and in the faces of those we
serve.
So be encouraged, when you do the
right thing, you will face opposition.
This is nothing new, so did Jesus and the
disciples as they went into all nations to
preach the good news.
Hold firm to the calling you received
and know that God will equip you with
all you need to remain faithful to what
He has called you to do.
In doing so, God will use you, yes even
you, to bring His kingdom on earth as it
is in heaven.
Amen.

Courage
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Ash Wednesday service

Leadership Induction service

If we had to choose one word to describe the start of Term 3,
the word would be traumatic. Not only were we all exhausted
by the ongoing circumstances surrounding the Covid-19
pandemic which delayed the start of term and meant that we
had to return to online learning, but we were catapulted
into further stress and anxiety by the violence, protesting and
looting that took place in our province and city. This meant
that time and space needed to be made for our pupils, staff
and parents to process the trauma, and the necessity to offer
support for the increased anxiety we were all experiencing. This
included, hosting online prayer and care sessions for staff and
pupils, and also for parents and Epworthians, led by our school
counsellor and chaplain. We held debriefing sessions for our
pupils that took place in two special Let’s Talk sessions. These
sessions enabled us to discuss trauma and how to deal with it.
The chapel services also picked up on the topic and looked at
how God helps us in these challenging times, what to do with
all the negative feelings we were experiencing, the importance
of stopping and checking our thought patterns, and how to
remain calm despite the storms around us.

Some of our special services that did take place this year
included our Ash Wednesday service with the theme, “God
makes beautiful things out of the dust (us)” and our Ascension
Day service that focused on the promise that God is with us no
matter what we are facing. For our Easter service, because of
Covid-19 restrictions on the size of gatherings, we created an
Easter journey, at which smaller groups in each grade walked
through stations set up in the chapel and surrounding gardens.
The stations used symbols such as palm branches, bread, nails,
and cloth, as well as readings and songs to walk us through the
Easter story and more fully experience it using all of our senses.
At the end of Term 3 we were able to have a very special,
intimate confirmation service with our eight confirmands and
their families. As part of our confirmation service each year,
the confirmands process into the chapel with unlit candles, and
process out, at the end of the service, with their candles lit. This
is a symbol of their being the light of the world, going out into
the world to share the light of Christ.

In Term 4 we chose to use both chapel and the Let’s Talk
lessons as a space to address mental health issues, recognising
that sometimes the church has failed in its handling of these
sensitive issues, but also recognising the tools that scripture
offers us in bringing us comfort, guidance and the promise of
God’s presence, especially for those who are struggling. We are
not alone. We are never alone.

Term 4 began with our Leavers’ Communion, followed by our
Grade 12s ringing the bell and the Leadership Induction service
for our Grade 11s. At both services, which were the first in over
a year that parents could attend, we were grateful for the small
pockets of community that we were beginning to experience in
person again. There is something very special about being able
to gather as the Epworth family, and not having been able to
do so for some time, helped us to appreciate this all the more.

Leadership Induction service

Easter journey
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Easter journey

Confirmation camp

Unfortunately increases in Covid-19 cases towards the end of
the year meant that our final gathering as a community, the
Carol Service, was not able to take place. Whilst we all missed
the opportunity to listen to our wonderful choir and readers
leading us through the Christmas story, we are grateful that
the Christmas message holds true for us all at the end of a very
difficult year. What is that message? That God so loved the
messy, broken but beautiful world that God Himself was willing
to come, in human flesh, to enter into our experience and offer
the gift of His presence, His life, His salvation. Whilst we were
not able to gather as a community, this Christmas we still give
thanks for God who is with us – Immanuel.

instances of religious discrimination or intolerance, and so we
felt it essential to create a space in which we could better put
into practice the call of Jesus to, “love our neighbour as we love
ourselves.” To do so, we need to get to know each other and
the things that are important to every one of us. So, we created
a space in the weekly lesson schedule in which pupils watched
presentations on different religions. This was not in any way
an attempt to convert anyone, nor to debate which viewpoints
were right or wrong but rather so that we could all be better
educated about the various religions that are represented at
Epworth.

Small groups have always played an important role in the
spiritual life of our school. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, our cell
groups were not able to meet for the greater part of the year.
However, this meant that our Student Christian Association
(SCA) became an even more significant space for pupils to
gather. This was evident in the increase in numbers attending
SCA. When possible, we had outside speakers come and share
with the pupils, encouraging them to hold fast to their faith,
and to support one another in the journey.
In keeping with our theme this year, “Together We Can”,
a new addition was the creation of a religious education
slot. This idea arose from a need we picked up on last year
in conversations with our pupils, in which they shared their
experiences of discrimination. Sadly, there were some

Leavers’ Communion service

Faith

May God continue to bless and keep you, our special Epworth
families.
“While so much of the road ahead is uncertain, the path
constantly changing, we know some things that are as solid
and sure as the ground beneath our feet and the sky above
our heads.
We know God is love. We know Christ’s light endures.
We know the Holy Spirit is there, found in the space between
all things, closer to us than our next breath, binding us to each
other, until we meet again.” – Rev Nora Vedress
Mrs Rebecca Schultz,
Chaplain

Boarders’ Carols by Candlelight service

Compassion

Courage
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Reach for a Dream
Slipper Day

Grade 9 cookie baking for Life Changer

A

t Epworth, our Christian values include serving others
in our community. Jesus calls us to serve as he did with
compassion, humility and love, and so Epworth serves
its community, both within the school and externally, through
supporting various programmes and projects. By doing so,
it gives all pupils and staff an opportunity to learn and grow
through serving others. Here are some of the community
engagement projects in which we have been involved over the
course of the year:
Our community engagement for 2021 kicked off with a school
shoe collection drive, that had been launched at the end of
2020. The recipients of these donations were the Youth for
Christ organisation.
For the Easter collection, we partnered with Life Changer,

Tekkie Tax Day

Faith

We-collect recycling bin

an organisation that helps those living on the streets, by
distributing the Life Changer vouchers to our Epworth
community at R10 per voucher. Not only did these vouchers
help raise funds for the organisation, but when distributed
to the homeless community of Pietermaritzburg, they were
redeemable for a meal, an item of clothing, or a service such as
seeing a doctor or a social worker.
In Term 2, after the examinations, the Grade 8s and 9s
dedicated a day to a community engagement project with the
organisations, Life Changer and Angel’s Care. The two grades
started off the day by listening to presentations from both
organisations. The Grade 8s made themed posters for the
Angel’s Care preschool classrooms and the Grade 9s baked and
decorated biscuits for Life Changer.

Grade 8s making posters for Angel’s Care

Compassion

Courage
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Epworth’s birthday and 67 minutes for Mandela Day

In Term 3, we had the fantastic opportunity to use our
67 minutes for Mandela Day on Epworth’s 123rd birthday.
This saw pupils from the whole school donating loaves of bread
and an assortment of bread spreads in contributon to the High
School’s 67 minutes sandwich making drive in aid of Youth for
Christ (YFC). In the end, YFC collected over 100 loaves of bread
to donate to various disadvantaged communities.
We also had the opportunity to host the SANBS blood bank at
school in Term 3. All pupils, staff and parents were invited to
donate blood.
This year also saw the start of an exciting new initiative with
We-collect. This organisation helps to address poverty in South
Africa through entrepreneurial driven initiatives that tackle
the textile waste problem, using these to empower local and
rural communities and stimulate job creation. To support this
initiative, we launched a successful spring-cleaning drive which

SANBS blood drive

allowed our community to donate old textiles. A We-collect
bin has been placed in our recycling village for ongoing textile
recycling.
Part of our end-of-year community engagement programme
included our Grade 11s organising the annual staff appreciation
service.
Our awareness days during the year included supporting Tekkie
Tax Day, the proceeds of which went to the CANSA association,
wearing mismatched socks for Down Syndrome Awareness Day,
participating in Reach for a Dream’s Slipper Day.
We are very grateful to the Epworth family for the incredible
response to our community engagement initiatives. On behalf
of the organisations with which we partner, many thanks for all
the support.
Mrs Euphoric Majola,
Assistant Chaplain, Community Engagement

Staff appreciation service
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GRADE 12
Register Class Teachers: 12M Mr Felix Kunene | 12N Ms Khumbuzile Ndlovu | 12O Mrs Wendy Buchanan
Pastoral Grade Head: Mrs Tracey Joubert | Academic Grade Head: Ms Ingrid Bunge
EMILY BLUMRICK
When life closes a
door in your face,
all you got to do is
walk up the hall…
– Steve Harvey

CLASS OF 2021
The struggles
along the way are
only meant to
shape you for your
purpose.
– Unknown

DANEEL DEDEKIND
A huge part
of growing is
changing the way
you think about
things, mindset is
everything.
– Wetheurban

CAITLYN COX

It always seems
impossible until
it’s done.
– Nelson Mandela

CHLOE DUNDAS-STARR

ELLA CRADOCK

10 000 hours kid,
but it will change
your life forever.
– GD Starr

A happy soul is the
best shield for a
cruel world.
– Atticus

HANNAH COBBLEDICK

You do you bro.
– Hannah
Cobbledick

Difficult doesn’t
mean impossible.
– Ben Francia

We become what
we think about.
– Earl Nightingale

CLAIRE CHRISTOPHERS
When you reach
the end of your
rope, tie a knot in
it and hang on.
– Franklin D
Roosevelt

ROBYN CURRY

LIZANNE CONRADIE

KATHLEEN CATHCART
Well, you’re not
going to with that
attitude.
– Kathleen
Cathcart

I don’t want other
people to decide
what I am. I want
to decide that for
myself.
– Emma Watson

EMILY COBBOLD

KATHERINE BOWMAKER
If you obey all the
rules, you miss all
the fun.
– Katharine
Hepburn

IMOGEN CUNNINGHAM

SAVANNAH EGLING
OLIVIA (FAYE) CRAWFORD

Shout out to
Google, couldn’t
have done it
without you.
– Savannah Egling

Go big.
– Dad

Faith
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GRADE 12
DAWN (KUSA) GULUBANE

ALIDA ESTERHUIZEN
Let this be a sign
to stop killing time
and start living
instead.
– Unknown

AMARRAGH GEMMELL

The most wasted
of all days is one
without laughter.
– e.e. cummings

I have no choice
but to be
successful because
I like expensive
things.
– Unknown

SKYELAR KLOMFASS

Prove them wrong.
– Unknown

GEORGINA HOWARD
They say you are
what you eat, but
I don’t remember
eating a G.O.A.T.
– Unknown

BIANCA KOMWIHANGIRO

I’m a woman of
standard, don’t
be stupid.
– Nella Rose

ALEXI JOUBERT

EMILY GIBB
I started high
school with
straight As, now
I’m not even
straight.
– Emily Gibb

Let nothing dim
the light that
shines from within.
– Maya Angelou

JENNA LUBBE

Vibing and
thriving.
– Jenna Lubbe

AMAHLE KHUMALO

TARA GILMORE

NAMHLA MANANA
Ya neh.
– Unknown

Here for a
good time, not
a long time.
– Unknown

I’ll remember you
when I’m famous.
– Unknown
COURTNEY KLEINER

HANNAH GOVENDER
Sorry I’ve run
out of englitch [sic]
bundles.
– Hannah
Govender
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Bru, it’s time
to dip.
– Courtney
Kleiner
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SIPHOKAZI MAPHUMULO

Money can buy
happiness.
– Unknown

Fortis

GRADE 12
JADE MILLER

KENYA MASK

Enough Fridays
have finally
passed.
– Kenya Mask

2021 taught me many
things, but more than
anything, it taught me
that the best way to
appreciate something
is to be without
it for a while.
– Jade Miller

KELLY NAUDÉ
Whatever you do,
always give 100%.
Unless you are
donating blood.
– Bill Murray

POOJA MORAR

CINDY MCKENZIE

We rise by
lifting others.
– Robert Ingersoll

I used to just
crastinate but I got
so good I went pro.
– Unknown

LULAMA NGCOBO

’21, end of an era.
See you ladies on
the Forbes List.
– Lulama Ngcobo

CHLOÉ MORTON

ZAMATHEMBU MDLADLA
Most people fail to
realise that in life
it’s not about how
much money you
make, it’s about
how much money
you keep.
– Robert T K

It’s been swell but
the swelling’s gone
down.
– Jill Banche

NOMVUZO NKWANYANA
I can’t wait to be rich
because when my
baddie transformation
is complete, then you
had better watch
this space!
– Nomvuzo
Nkwanyana

SISANDA MSEBE

SUTHUKAZI MEMELA

Trust God with all
your heart.
– Proverbs 3:5

MEGHANN OLDFIELD

When words fail,
music speaks.
– Shakespeare

Being straight
was a phase.
– Unknown
TAFADZWA MUTOMBA

ERIN MESTER

Treasure others,
be yourself.
– Family Fizz

If you think you
can or think you
can’t, you’re
probably right.
– Stay Groovy

Faith

GEORGIA OLIVE

Friends Season 7
Episode 10, 8:11.
– Friends

Compassion

Courage

31

GRADE 12
ANKE ROUX

REABETSWE PEKILE
I’ve had my time
looking up to
other people,
so now it’s time to
look up to me.
– The Black
Iconic Girl

GEMMA PHIPPS

School is important
but netball is
importanter.
– Gemma Phipps

If it doesn’t
challenge you, it
won’t change you.
– Fred DeVito

ABBYGAIL SCHWULST
Enjoy life. There’s
plenty of time to
be dead.
– Hans Christian
Andersen

LINDELWE SHABANGU

CHUMILE RADEBE

Ngafunda ngaze
ngaphasa.
Asingafani, asifani.
– Lindilations

Sikhala sibaningi.
– Unknown
APHUMELELE SINEKE

BROOKLYN RIGGIEN
Happiness is...
not having to set
the alarm for the
next day.
– Unknown

LAUREN RIX

Growth and
comfort do not
coexist.
– Ginni Rometty

32

Fida

No, but like
academics are
temporary,
ubumnandi is
forever! Maba
jabule abantu!
– Unknown

BONNIE SMITH
If you believe
in yourself and
with a tiny pinch
of magic, all your
dreams can
come true.
– Sponge Bob

NICKI VAN AARDT
Accept what it is,
let go of what was,
and have faith in
what will be.
– Unknown

ABBIGALE VAN ROOYEN
Perfection is
not attainable,
but if we chase
perfection, we can
catch excellence.
– Vince Lombardi

MEGAN WILLIAMS

Expect nothing,
appreciate
everything.
– Unknown

NOTHANDO SITHEBE

Heh guys!
ngiyashisa mahn,
yeses.
– Johnny Bravo

TESS WOOD

Nic saved lives.
– Tess Wood
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GRADE 11
Register Class Teachers: 11J Mrs Shan Jacobs | 11K Ms Kerry-Lee Schwikkard | 11L Ms Geraldine Collins
Pastoral Grade Head: Mrs Maritza Erasmus | Academic Grade Head: Mrs Madeline Ashton

Nikita Badul

Domonique Bennetts

Julia Bolton

Rosalind Bournes-Harper

Amahle Buthelezi

Nicolette Challenor

Rebecca Cook

Kelly Cotterrell

Nosihle Dladla

Fundisiwe Dlamini

Masibamahle Dlamini

Vumile Dlamini

Ashley du Toit

34

Tannah Duncan

Amber Edwards

Emily Freedman

Lauren Gieseler

Gabriella Goslett

Emilie Harel

Puja Heeralal

Olivia Henning

Olivia Howells

Angelique Hoyle

Amy-Jade Hubbart

Amy Hulett

Sarah Jones

Thandolukababa Juta

Onotando Kankqu

Beth Kühn

Sibongakonke Malinga

Emma Maritz
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Philasande (Zamokuhle)
Mbhele

Siana Middleton

Unathi Mnguni

Debra Moffett

Sajana Motheram

Nesisa Mthembu

Bridget Ndlamini

Zanda Ndlazi

Njalo Nombembe

Roxanne Roberts

Tamlynn Roseveare

Julia Rowe

Ria Roy

Kayleigh Schmidt

Muhle Shabalala

Nokwanda Shongwe

Amahle Sithole

Jessica Smith

Rebecca Smith

Caitlin Soden

Christina Stanton

Lené Swart

Rethabile Tsheole

Robin van Heerden

Hannah Vickery

Daniela Vonkeman

Jaimie White

Mieka Witthöft

Rachel Woodburn

Yolisa Yeni

Margaréte Zietsman
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GRADE 11

The 2021 school year kicked off
with a great deal to which we had to
adjust. Not only did we start school
online, but there were also new staff
members to meet and get to know.
Despite these challenges, it was
not long before Grade 11 found its
groove.
Unfortunately, by the end of Term 2
Covid-19 returned with a vengeance
and we ended up back at home and
online. The demands only increased
from there. Term 3 is usually a busy
one for Grade 11 with examinations,
work experience and leadership
development.
In addition to these pressures, Term
3 also began online due to the third
wave of the Covid-19 pandemic and
with a civil insurrection in KwaZuluNatal, Pietermaritzburg was badly
affected. None of us will forget the
sight of burning malls, armed patrols

and barricaded streets, including
our own Golf Road.
No one can say that this has been
the easiest year, but here we are,
able to look back on all of the
challenges, tenacious and united.
There is no doubt that as a school,
nation and global community, we
are trying to navigate a new normal.
As the Grade 12 class of 2022 we
are passionate and ready to take
on the next, exciting challenge of
leadership within the new normal!
It is true that most of the stand-out
moments of this year were difficult
ones, but it is precisely because of
those moments that we grow. To
quote the Pulitzer-prize poet
Mary Oliver:
“Someone I loved once gave me
a box full of darkness.
It took me years to understand
that this, too, was a gift.”
Emily Freedman

Experiencing the world of work

Emilie Harel

Nicolette Challenor

My two days of work experience were
spent at Julie Lee Physiotherapy. Julie is
an Epworthian who matriculated in 2010.
I had met Julie previously because she
comes to Epworth to do physiotherapy
work with some of the sports pupils.
Going into work experience I was fairly
certain that physiotherapy was something
that would interest me as a career choice.
Now having spent the two days with Julie,
I am even more convinced than ever
that this is something that I would like to
pursue as a career.
The work experience was very
worthwhile. I learnt a great deal about
what the job entails, what the study
requirements are while I also learnt a lot
about myself.

Epworth Top Three with Mrs Tracey Munro, Deputy Head, Emily Freedman,
Head Girl, Zanda Ndlazi and Deputy Head Sibongakonke Malinga

With the Covid-19 pandemic being so unpredictable we
anticipated that our Grade 11 school dance, The Formal,
would be cancelled at the last minute as happened previously.
However, on Saturday, 11 September, the Grade 11s and
some staff members finally celebrated, all looking very elegant.
The Formal will be one of my best memories from high school.
The night started with every girl walking down the red carpet,
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I am grateful for the opportunity Epworth
and Julie gave me to explore this career
path.
Siana Middleton

accompanied by her parents or friends, being cheered on
by the other pupils and staff. Thereafter, we walked into the
beautifully decorated marquee and started dancing and
taking photos.
While we enjoyed our lovely starters, Mrs Munro welcomed us.
Throughout the evening we enjoyed more dancing in between
savouring our delicious dinner and dessert.
Emilie Harel
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GRADE 10
Register Class Teachers: 10G Mrs Debbie Preston | 10H Mrs Jessica Liebenberg | 10I Mrs Kate Hudson-Stretch
Pastoral Grade Head: Mrs Tessa Orchard | Academic Grade Head: Mrs Zoleka Zwane

Feyitamilore Adeniyi

Erin Allwood

Abigail Alston-Stewart

Chloe Bentley

Nicola Bentley

Siwakhile Bulunga

Paula Cathcart

Jordan Chambler

Deborah Colenbrander

Jenna Curry

Isabella Davey

Nayobi Dennison

Jenna Dillon

Kayleigh Els

Thabiso Gwiji

Tyla Evered-Hall

Georgia Gace

Tannith Gafney

Erin Geyser

Haley Govender

Jadean Govender

Bella Hackland

Jorja Hattingh

Jennifer Hellmann

Bianca Hillermann

Anna Hobden

Olivia Jason

Oyintanda Kankqu

Alyssa Krüger

Jade Lubbe

Diyajal Maharaj

Sihle Maphumulo

Melissa Martens

Tyra-Leigh Maskell

Linamandla Mazwane
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GRADE 10

Tahlitha Mdingi

Babalwa Mdunyelwa

Nompumelelo Memela

Simphiwe Mgabi

Tanya Mpumela

Amahle Mthembu

Kathleen Munro

Tsungirirai Mutomba

Michelle Myburgh

Alondwe Ncalane

Angela Ncube

Aphiwa Ndlovu

Athenkosi Ngcobo

Linda Nienaber

Asande Ntombela

Casey Nugent

Caitlyn Odell

Jessica Rushton

Ryleigh Rutherford

Srika Singh

Kim Schütte

Zamajobe Sithole

Tia Terblanche

Phiwokuhle Thabethe

Jordan Tyler

Rachel van Deventer

Jade van Staaden

Zenande Vezi

Rebbecca Watson

Lexi Williamson

Zenande Zihle
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Kiara Rajkumar

GRADE 10

The Grade 10 outreach week had to be adapted due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, and included a vast array of activities.
The first day of Epworth-On-The-Move (EOTM) was a great
opportunity for our grade to engage with nature as well
as strengthen the bonds with our peers. As we arrived at
Umgeni Valley Nature Reserve, the kind and understanding
facilitators guided us through the day making it as fun as
possible. We did a compass activity to find plants and
objects around us, followed by a mini hike that included
exploring the river, played team-building activities, with the last activity
making us run and get wet. It was a busy, fun-filled day.
On the second day, we were back at school. Facilitators from Singakwenza
Educational and Health taught us about the developmental stages of children
and the impact toys make on a child’s life. Mrs Linda Hill took on the task
of teaching our grade how to make toys from recyclable goods.
Later, we had the opportunity to meet Ms Zola Mkhize, a television content
producer and communication specialist. We got to hear about the
background to the production of the show, The Real Housewives of
Durban and how it was put together, and the art of having to deal
with the different personalities and attitudes. It was enjoyed with
much curiosity and many comments!
Mrs Euphoric Majola took us through a make-up tutorial, a step-by-step
demonstration in preparation for our Vogue dance. We were in
such admiration and finished off with smiles.
Our final day was filled with energy and exercise. We started off dancing
with dance instructor, Mr Ben Brandon. We shuffled our feet and
jammed to music for the first few hours of the morning. After that
we exercised with Mrs Jessica Liebenberg, engaging in a variety of
exercises on the Astro. Although the session left us limping for a
few days afterwards, everyone enjoyed the challenge.
The day ended with a talk by plastic surgeon, Dr Bronwen
Schoenfield. She spoke about how plastic surgery is done and
cleared our misconceptions on the topic. She finished off by inviting
us to come and watch her in surgery if we were up for it! The few
days of fun during EOTM were awesome, but a little too short!
The Vogue ball is an extraordinary experience every young
Epworth pupil eagerly awaits, after months of anticipation.
After dance practices and multiple dress fittings, the special
night was incomparable. A flurry of chaos greeted us at the
school with boarders screaming praises for our dresses from
the windows, a speedy walk down the red carpet
and photograph with our parents, after which we were
shepherded into a world of fairy lights, dance music and a
mystically decorated marquee, in which a huge amount
of fun soon commenced. Following welcome speeches
every adrenaline-pumped pupil was on the dance floor,
a dense rainbow of dresses creating a vortex of color.
Our wonderful catering staff pulled out all the stops,
with a spectacular three course meal chatted over with
friends and washed down with refreshing beverages. Despite
the Corona-Curveball, this year was no exception and each
of us have walked away with phenomenal memories and
immense gratitude for all our teachers who planned and
made our dance possible during these uncertain times.
Kathleen Munro, Jenna Dillion, Trisha Potgieter
and Tsungirirai Mutomba
Faith

Compassion

Courage
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GRADE 9
Register Class Teachers: 9D Mrs Tamlyn Calder | 9E Mrs Maxine Gouweloos | 9F Ms Nothando Nsindane
Pastoral Grade Head: Mrs Sue Thompson | Academic Grade Head: Mrs Mandy Hellmann

Jessica Behn

Rylee-Kai Challenor

Kate Clarke

Isobel Cobbold

Leila del Vecchio

Maisy Diedricks

Aphiwe Dladla

Eno Dlanga

Elihle Dlwati

Cameron Duckham

Keona Duthie

Maria (Marika)
Esterhuizen

Shannon Featherstone

Rebecca Fisher

Kelsi Furmage

Crystal Goodfellow

Georgie Hampson

Erynn Harty

Chloe Hatch

Neha Heeralal

Manelisi Hlela

Molly Jonsson

Sahana Khan

Tyra Khan

Sqiniseko Kunene

Jenna Kunz

Tori Little

Emma Marcovich
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Tintswalo Mashaba

Fida

Pippa Mitchell

Siqiniseko Mngoma

Humana

Kagiso (Naledi) Modise

Jessica Monji Builu

Fortis

GRADE 9

Zekhethelo Mpanza

Nokukhanya Nomvete

Zibusiso Ndlela

Emihle Notshweleka

Jemma Price

Erin Smith

Abenathi Nsele

Zoe Ristow

Paige Stella

Amber Warr

Faith

Zeqophelo Ndlovu

Amahle Ntuli

Bernice Saurombe

Luca Stewart

Stacey Wheeler

Zizipho Ndonga

Malebo Phaladi

Sisipho Shazi

Amy Trevor-Roberts

Vuyolwethu (Oladayo)
Yusuf

Compassion

Busisiwe Nene

Lethukwazi Simelane

Zimi Tshaka

Thandolwethu Zondi

Lucy Pooler

Rebecca Tutt

Zanenhlanhla Zulu

Courage

Anja Nienaber

Chloë Potgieter

Omphile Sithole

Nikiwe von Luttichou

Jamie Zunckel
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GRADE 9

Drumming
Drumming

Grade 9 Epworth-on-the-Move 2021 was a fun-filled
break from the classroom.
On the Monday, there was something for everyone
to enjoy: a practical lesson on self-defence, a fun, yet
challenging drumming session, outdoor games that
engaged our competitive spirits and an opportunity to
relax and play board games. Amidst these activities, we
were able to build our friendships with one another and
enjoy each other’s company outside of the classroom.

Hilton
College
Nature
Reserve

On Tuesday, our camp came to us, through the
instructors from Infinite Adventures visiting us on
campus. We took part in multiple exciting activities like
SWAT Laser Tag, archery, Odd-ball Olympics, and
teambuilding challenges. It was wonderful to experience
such fun adventures on our own school campus.

Teambuilding

Wednesday was a day of self-growth and reflection at
the Hilton College Nature Reserve. We were able to
enjoy a taste of peace and tranquillity as an escape
from reality. It gave us a chance to admire the beauty of
nature and God’s detailed creation.
During this incredible week, we were reminded of
the importance of fun and friendly social interaction
with peers in our grade. Memories were made, such
as the unexpected water activities that ended with us
holding back laughter about the drops trickling on our
heads, spotting the first giraffe, waving at trucks and
anticipating the responses and trying to remember the
rhyme One fat hen and a couple of ducks or Six sickly
seamen sailing the stormy seas.
Keona Duthie and Rebecca Tutt

Selfdefence

Teams
Teams
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GRADE 8
Register Class Teachers: 8A Mrs Elma Fraser | 8B Mrs Heidi Johnson | 8C Mrs Alet le Roux
Pastoral Grade Head: Mrs Annette Smith | Academic Grade Head: Ms Sandra Damonse

Jodie Allwood

Chidera Anachunam

Riley Carr

Drishthi Dhada

Asiphe Cele

Anathi Dlova

Christy Govender

Fezeka Kheswa

Tallulah Anderson

Faith

Brooklyn Chetty

Chay du Plessis

Jayden Grandemange

Syamthanda Mabaso

Emily Atkinson

Jivani Chetty

Chelsea Fell

Abbey Hackland

Onesimo Mamve

Kate Bolton

Abby Clayton

Jessica Fly

Hannah Jackson

Boleng Medupe

Compassion

Kyra Bullimore

Emma Mitchell-Innes

Mayra Bytebier

Rachel de Beer

Thandolwethu Gabela

Leah Job

Ziyanda Mkhize

Courage

Stacey Geyser

Ikhona Keswa

Simthandile Mlotshwa
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GRADE 8

Aphiwe Mngadi

Boitumelo Mohasoa

Snenhlanhla Mthembu

Thembelihle Mthenjana

Thandolwethu Mthiyane

Samkelo Mzila

Zandile Ncube

Sanele Ndlazi

Amelia Nettleton

Enhle Nkosi

Nomandla Nzimande

Kiyara Odayan

Lisa Oellermann

Emilie Parker

Rebecca (Becky) Price

Rhys Purves

Lauren Roseveare

Tatum Roux

Rebecca-Jane Rowe

Rachel Schultz

Kathryn Schulze

Caitlyn Scott

Luyanda Sithole

Unathi Sithole

Mikaela Sprunt

Thandolwethu Thabethe
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Emma Thompson

Siyamothanda Tshabalala

Gisela van der Berg

Hannah van Deventer

Roxanne (Roxy) van Zyl

Crystal Viljoen

Madison Walters

Amber Williams

Emily Williams

Lizalise Xoko

Leandri Zeelie

Asanda Zuma

Fida

Humana

Fortis

GRADE 8
Mardi Gras

Heritage Day

Epworth’s 123rd Birthday

2021 has been like no other year. The Grade 8 pupils did not get to go on an orientation camp at the
beginning of the year, but they did still get to know each other behind the masks during the orientation day.
Throughout the rest of the year, they took part in different activities like making sandwiches for Epworth’s
birthday celebration, during Epworth-On-The-Stay (EOTS) and Mardi Gras celebrations, to name a few.

Mardi Gras

Orientation Day

Kiyara Odayan
EOTS was a life-changing experience. Despite not
being able to participate in the normal activities
due to Covid-19 lockdown restrictions, it was still
the most incredible week that I have ever had.
I was afforded the opportunity to learn new things
about myself, my peers, and my community, from
the phenomenal visit from Trulife, from the inspiring
talk and lessons learned from Life Changer, to being
further enlightened about HIV/AIDS, and making dolls
for children at the Jes Foord Foundation.
I felt a sense of purpose during this time. It reminded
me that no matter how tough things seemed to be, or
how insignificant we believed ourselves to be, there is
always something that we can do to change someone
else’s life. There is always something that we can do
to make a difference. I felt that this was the most
important lesson learnt during this awe-inspiring
period. I cannot wait for what the next EOTM
adventure will bring.

Yellow for Mahle

Faith

Sandwich making

Compassion

Leah Job
EOTS has taught us many important life lessons and
exposed us to new ideas and ways of thinking for the
future. We learnt about empathy and leadership and
other important traits for young women to have today,
but we were also allowed to have loads of fun, such as
playing Laser Tag and making our own dolls for charity.
EOTS was a fun few days to spend quality time with
each other and still learn lots about life.

Doll making

Chay du Plessis
My EOTS experience. The doll making: our whole
grade had a lot of fun making the dolls. The company
who helped us make the dolls explained to us that
we were making the dolls for children who have been
abandoned, and this made us much more excited.
We even had some fun designing different clothes
for our own unique dolls. It was very interesting to
hear the story about the guest speaker who tested
positive for HIV. We as a grade loved how he was
so upbeat about his situation and that he explained
to us that having HIV is not a “death sentence” and
that there is still hope. He also mentioned that we
shouldn’t treat people with HIV any differently since
we are still all the same. He was very motivational.
Laser Tag: we had a lot of fun playing Laser Tag later
that week. It involved some running and some good
aiming skills. We were placed into random teams
which forced us to communicate and bond with
people other than our friends in our grade.

Courage
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ACADEMICS

ACADEMIC OVERVIEW

T

Shakespeare Day, Olympiads, and guest
speakers, albeit in a slightly modified
format to maintain our “grade bubbles”.

he theme of this year has been
uncertainty. With unrest, a
continuing pandemic and
lockdowns, the only certainty has been
constant change. The Epworth teachers
have demonstrated flexibility and
resilience in all they have done.
Despite the January school closures, we
were able to begin the academic year as
planned by teaching online. We set out
books and notes for pupils to come in
and collect and couriered these to pupils
who were unable to get here. Although
in 2020 we were unprepared for online
education and simply had to learn as
we worked, by the start of 2021 we had
refined our methods and were able to
use the time productively.
We focused on increasing interaction
in virtual classrooms and how to hold
pupils accountable for attendance and
submission of tasks. In true Epworth
spirit, each teacher shared what had
and had not been successful online and
we were able to draw on the experience
and ideas of others to improve our own
teaching.
The Epworth staff have been
immensely grateful for our Information
Technology department through these
trying times. They have been organised,
efficient and helpful throughout.

Faith

The biggest challenge for our pupils
this year was caused by the third wave
of Covid-19. We were forced to move
our Grade 11 examinations to Exam
Portal, an online platform. This was
done with very little warning and a
little emergency training. The Grade
11s took this in their stride, and despite
some minor hiccoughs, they maintained
an excellent standard. The resilience
they displayed was commendable and
reminded us that they have become
responsible young adults.
Dux of School, Olivia (Faye) Crawford

Our gratitude extends to the way our
teaching spaces have been adapted for
hybrid teaching. Each classroom has
a webcam, allowing live streaming to
pupils who are isolating. Using Microsoft
Teams for this meant that all our lessons
were recorded, creating a valuable
revision resource for pupils, particularly
during examination preparation.
Fortunately, most of the year has been
taught live at school, and we have been
able to continue with Open Day, Pi Day,

Compassion

By November, all Grade 12 portfolios
were completed and submitted for
moderation. Despite the complicated
year, Epworth staff remain willing to
sacrifice their free time for moderation
of orals and portfolios, as well as
marking the NSC examinations. Sixteen
of the high school staff will be marking
in December and two spent October and
November doing regional moderation.
Both staff and pupils can be extremely
proud of their efforts to maintain
academic excellence throughout this
challenging year!
Ms Jennie Pratsch,
Senior Academic HOD

Courage
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ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS
National Senior Certificate Results

Subject Top Performers in Finals

he Class of 2021 has produced very pleasing results;
looking at the Trials and portfolio marks, they met or
improved upon most of their results in Finals. Their
final results barely indicate any impact from the challenges
faced by both the pupils and the staff over the past two
years which is impressive.

Accounting: Megan Williams
Advanced Programme English: Olivia (Faye) Crawford
Advanced Programme Mathematics: Alida Esterhuizen
Afrikaans: Lizanne Conradie and Alida Esterhuizen
Computer Applications Technology: Robyn Curry
Consumer Studies: Abbigale van Rooyen
Dramatic Arts: Jade Miller
English: Olivia (Faye) Crawford
French: Katherine Bowmaker
Geography: Lizanne Conradie
History: Olivia (Faye) Crawford
IsiZulu: Nomvuzo Nkwanyana
Life Orientation: Olivia (Faye) Crawford
Life Sciences: Amarragh Gemmell
Mathematical Literacy: Claire Christophers
Mathematics: Olivia (Faye) Crawford
Music: Alida Esterhuizen
Physical Sciences: Megan Williams
Visual Arts: Olivia (Faye) Crawford

T

Once again, our pupils achieved 100% pass, with 98,33%
of our candidates achieving entry to university, the top
of four levels of pass applicable for the National Senior
Certificate. None of our pupils received a Higher Certificate
Pass or Senior Certificate Pass. We are delighted with the
growth and progress of this group of pupils in their time at
Epworth.
The overall IEB pass rate increased from 98,06% in 2020 to
98,39% in 2021. The national IEB percentage for passing
with entry into university is 89,2%, which means that our
pupils have done well with a 98,33% entry level. 83,4% of
all papers written at Epworth were graded at 60% or above
and 94,1% of all papers written gave the pupils access to
university. Of our 60 Grade 12s, 55 achieved a ‘C’ aggregate
or above, and 50 pupils achieved at least one distinction,
with a total of 148 distinctions obtained which equates to an
average of 2,47 distinctions per pupil.
Megan Williams attained seven distinctions and was
recognised on the IEB Commendable Achievement list for
being placed in the top 5% in five subjects and achieving a
Level 7 for Life Orientation.
The following pupils achieved in the top 1% of IEB pupils
nationally for the indicated subjects:
Accounting: Megan Williams
Afrikaans FAL: Lizanne Conradie, Alida Esterhuizen 		
and Anke Roux
English HL: Olivia (Faye) Crawford
History: Olivia (Faye) Crawford
Life Orientation: Olivia (Faye) Crawford and Megan Williams

Number of Distinctions
8 Olivia (Faye) Crawford
7 Lizanne Conradie, Alida Esterhuizen, Amarragh Gemmell
and Megan Williams
6 Emily Cobbold and Imogen Cunningham
5 Robyn Curry, Meghann Oldfield and Anke Roux
4 Daneel Dedekind, Dawn (Kusa) Gulubane, Jenna Lubbe,
Jade Miller and Nicki van Aardt
3 Claire Christophers, Alexi Joubert, Chloé Morton,
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana, Georgia Olive, Lauren Rix 		
and Tess Wood
Our Grade 12 candidates achieved subject results as follows:
148 level 7s (80% and above)
127 level 6s (70% - 79%)
92 level 5s (60% - 69%)

GRADE 12

Olivia (Faye) Crawford
Academic Honours
Dux
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Megan Williams
Academic Honours
Second in Grade
Humana

Alida Esterhuizen
Academic Honours
Third in Grade
Fortis

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS
GRADE 12

Emily Cobbold
Academic Honours

Lizanne Conradie
Academic Honours

Robyn Curry
Academic Honours

Amarragh Gemmell
Academic Honours

Anke Roux
Academic Honours

GRADE 11

Daniela Vonkeman
Academic Honours
First in Grade

Emily Freedman
Academic Honours
Second in Grade

Ashley du Toit
Academic Honours
Third in Grade

Domonique
Bennetts
Academic Honours

GRADE 10

Melissa Martens
Academic Colours
First in Grade

Rachel van Deventer
Academic Colours
Second in Grade

Rebecca Cook
Academic Honours

Caitlin Soden
Academic Honours

GRADE 9

Bianca Hillermann
Academic Colours
Third in Grade

Jenna Kunz
Gold Certificate
First in Grade

Rebecca Tutt
Gold Certificate
Second in Grade

Keona Duthie
Gold Certificate
Third in Grade

GRADE 8

Leah Job
Gold Certificate
First in Grade
Faith

Kiyara Odayan
Gold Certificate
Second in Grade
Compassion

Onesimo Mamve
Gold Certificate
Third in Grade
Courage
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ACCOUNTING

T

he ongoing Covid-19 pandemic
and the impact it continued to
have on the economy in 2021, led
to some lovely real-world discussions
with the senior grades. The pupils have
been able to see how the content of the
syllabus relates to what is being reported
in the news.

Unfortunately, due to Covid-19, the
Grade 11 pupils were unable to go on
their regular outing to the Deloitte
offices in Umhlanga. However, Grades
10 to 12 were privileged to have a week
with an expert- in-residence at the start
of Term 2. Andrew Pfaff, an investment

For the Grade 9 pupils, Accounting
is a new subject in which they are
introduced to how businesses record
their transactions, calculate profit and
the associated terminology. The Grade
9 pupils also did a lovely project looking
at the origins or roots of businesses, to
tie in with the 2021 “Roots” theme. They
investigated where these businesses
started and where they operate now.

portfolio manager and Janet Channing,
from the Epworth Foundation, addressed
the pupils. Andrew introduced the
pupils to the world of investments and
portfolio management. Andrew is an
award-winning, multiple hedge fund
money manager with over 30 years of
experience in local and international
financial markets and is the co-founder
of Coherent Capital Management.
The pupils enjoyed these sessions and
hopefully will remember the valuable
investment advice given to them: that
investing is a life skill.
No Accounting Olympiad was written by
the pupils this year due to Covid-19.
Mrs Myrna Larter

Janet Channing

Portfolio management

Origins or “roots” of large international
companies. Where did these companies
start? What makes them successful in a
changing economic environment?
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AFRIKAANS

T

wenty-twenty-one was a good but busy year in
the Afrikaans Department. It started off with the
Pitproduksie (prescribed literature in action) to which
the Grade 12 pupils look forward every year. This year
was extra special as they were able to meet the Afrikaans
actor and the author of Pitproduksie, Mr Zak Hendrikz, who
appeared in the prescribed movie for 2021.
Our seniors participated in the ATKV Senior Olympiad for
the first time, and we are very proud of the good results
they achieved. Between them, they won six gold, four silver
and three bronze certificates.
A highlight was the ATKV Tienertoneel, in which three of our
learners, Kayleigh Schmidt, Margaréte Zietsman and Lené
Swart participated. They did a very good job and walked
away with a general bronze certificate, with each pupil also
receiving a certificate of recognition. These three actresses
also participated in the FAK Algretto Tienertoneelfees with
Maritzburg College in the production called Vriendin written
by Armand Aucamp and directed by Gerhard Steyn. Lené,
Margaréte and Kayleigh each obtained a bronze certificate

SUID-AFRIKA IN 2020
Dit was die jaar 2020, vol verwagtinge en
opgewondenheid tussen die mensdom,
maar dit was te veel. Die druk was net te
veel. 2020 het gou sy breekpunt bereik,
en het die wêreld in ‘n tyd van vrees en
onsekerheid gelos, as gevolg van die
Covid-19 pandemie. Die wêreld sou
nooit weer dieselfde wees nie.
Veertig jaar is ‘n lang tydperk, en baie
het in hierdie afgelope jare verander.
Suid-Afrika het as gevolg van die
pandemie verander en sou nooit weer
dieselfde wees nie, maar miskien is
dit ‘n goeie ding. Ons leef nou in ‘n
tegnologiesegevorderde land waar die
meerderheid van die populasie gesond is
en ‘n pandemie-vrye lewe leef. Die jare
van die pandemie, wat gevoel het asof dit
nie tot ‘n einde kon kom nie, het die
mense van Suid-Afrika laat besef dat as
ons nie gaan verander nie, sal die
pandemie nie verander nie.
Ons jongmense, wat net klaar gemaak
het met hoërskool, moes saam met
die res van die land besluit om alles in
ons mag te doen om die lewe weer te
verander. Ons moes leer hoe om saam
te werk, ons moes moeilike besluite
neem en ons het aan mediese-kursusse
deelgeneem om te leer hoe om mekaar
Faith

ATKV at Maritzburg College

for their acting. The group received a silver certificate for
ensemble and lighting. They won gold for sound and a
bronze medal for set design, directing, stage management
and production. A special mention was made of Kayleigh
and Lené for receiving most of the awards at the festival. We
would like to thank Mrs Elma Fraser for all the organising
and hard work during the production.
We look forward to an equally busy and successful 2022.
Mrs Heidi Johnson

te help. Nou is ons die ouers van kinders
wat hulle hele lewens lank geleer het en
gehoor het van pandemies, oorloë en
siektes, en ons sit met die hoop dat hulle
nie enige van daardie drie hoef te beleef
nie.
Ons kinders het groot geword in ‘n land
waar daar harmonie, liefde en respek
is tussen die mensdom en natuur. Hulle
is een-van-die-dae die nuwe leiers van
hierdie wonderlike land wat die wêreld
verbaas hetmet sy ontwikkeling. Hulle sal
Suid-Afrika opbou en beskerm, en hulle
sal die vryheid hê om hulle lewens te leef
soos wat hulle wil. Vryheid wat van ons
af weggeneem was.
Alida Esterhuizen, Grade 12

MY TOEKOMSPLANNE
Die grootmenswêreld kruip spoedig
nader. Ek het skaars matriek begin, maar
steeds voel dit asof ek binne ‘n oogknip
‘n volwassene sal wees. Ek het defnitief
vlinders in my maag wanneer ek daaraan
dink, maar ek is so opgewonde oor die
moontlikhede wat vir my voorlê. Die lang
lys van my toekomsplanne in die boonste
laai van my lessenaar wag in spanning
om afgemerk te word. Ek kan nie wag om
daardie drome ‘n realiteit te maak nie.
Compassion

Volgende jaar wil ek graag by die
Universiteit van Pretoria gaan studeer.
Om die waarheid te sê, het ek nie ‘n
presiese idee wat ek wil studeer nie,
maar ek is seker dat ek dit nog sal
uitwerk. Daarna wil ek ‘n suksesvolle
werk hê waarin ek my passies kan uitleef
en geniet wat ek doen. Ek wil graag
vir myself ‘n loopbaan bou waarin ek
gelukkig en tevrede sal wees met wat ek
doen. Ek weet dit sal tyd neem, maar ek
is vasberade om my doel te bereik.
Ek het nog altyd die droom gehad om die
wêreld te reis. Ek wil in Italië in ‘n boot
op die kanale ry, in die Alpe gaan ski,
tennis by Wimbledon kyk en sien hoe die
fietsryers van die Tour de France in Parys
verby jaag. Ek wil van al die verskillende
culture van ander lande leer en vreemde
plekke verken.
Daar is ‘n groot wêreld daar buite. Ek
is nuuskierig om te weet hoe my lewe
gaan uitdraai. Ek kan nie wag om my
drome waar te laat word nie. Ek wil
herinneringe maak wat vir altyd by my
sal bly. Vir nou al ek net die beste maak
van elke dag en my lewe geniet. Ek het
nog my hele toekoms wat voor my lê, en
ek kan nie wag dat dit begin nie.
Anke Roux, Grade 12
Courage
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AFRIKAANS

This year the theme for Grades 8 and 9 was “Roots”. The Grade 8s wrote poems for
Heritage Day and the Grade 9s had to tell us what their favourite Afrikaans dish is to eat

ERFENIS DAG
Wat is erfenis?
Is dit ‘n dooie ding in ‘n kis?
Of dit mag dalk blyk
Jy word skatryk.
Nee, erfenis is wat ek doen met wat ek nou het
Terwyl ek leef met baie pret.
Wat laat ons agter vir ons kinders en hul kinders?
Of gaan hul moet leef met iets baie minders?
Gaan hul net van renosters hoor, of gaan hul dit nog sien?
Gaan ons intussen leer om mekaar te bedien?
Ons is bekend as ‘n Reënboognasie,
Maar gun mekaar nie hul eie spasie.
Met ‘n verskeindenheid van kosse
En baie land en bosse
Ons kan soveel leer van mekaar
Maar aanvaarding en vrede lyk maar raar.
Kan ons asseblief op hierdie een dag mekaar aanvaar
En saam braai sonder enige gevaar.
Chay du Plessis, Grade 8

Pippa Mitchell, Grade 9

Bernice Saurombe, Grade 9
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AFRIKAANS

Jenna Kunz, Grade 9

ERFENIS DAG
1.
2.
3.
4.

Suid-Afrika
‘n Land wat bekend staan as die Reënboog Nasie
Die tuiste van ryke diversiteit
En baie unieke kulture en tale

5.
6.
7.
8.

Dit is Erfenis Dag
Kom ons onthou ons groot geskiedenis
Eer ons voorvaders
Verenig as een, omhels die verskille

9. Ek is trots Suid-Afrikaans en jy moet ook wees
10. Neem eienaarskap van ons kulturele rykdom
11. Heerlike kosse en pragtige tradisionele kleredrag
12. Almal hou hande vas en dans na die musiek
13. Daar is ‘n voorsmakie van alles
14. Verhoog jou stemme, kom ons sing
15. Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika
Onesimo Mamve, Grade 8

Rebecca Tutt, Grade 9

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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ART: GRADE 12
OLIVIA (FAYE) CRAWFORD
Portrait of Bright – Migration
is one of the most contentious
issues of our time, yet it is a
faceless one. With my drawing
I sought to make migration a
human question by showing a
migrant to be human. I drew
Bright, a Zimbabwean-South
African who allowed me to
share his story, working on a
large scale and appropriating
the traditional genre of
portraiture, I suggested that
Bright was important, even
esteemed, this challenges
immigrants ‘erasure’ from their
‘new’ nations.

Migration
For me, migration
is contained in the
process of movement
– the process of flight.
When leaving home or
arriving somewhere
new (whether a
physical place or a
spiritual one) there is
certainty: one can see
what one is leaving
behind or what one
is embracing. One
is flying, falling,
grappling through
space and time.

Living Stillness
Posed, Undone – All people, but particularly women carry
a part of themselves inside that they do not want others
to see. Posed, Undone unravels my secrets and in doing so
encourages viewers to investigate their own. The viewer
is encouraged in the manner of carnivals to pose with the
paintings, putting their faces where the figures should be.

ROBYN CURRY

Migration
Kathleen O’ Keefe – Social migration to
show how ideologies have migrated.
I created a portrait of my late
grandmother – who went against all the
social expectations of a good Catholic
girl from Ireland.
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Living Stillness
Metamorphosis – I interpreted
‘Living Stillness’ as an ambiguous
transition between life and death.
The artwork explores the changes
between youth and how we grow
with age.
Humana

My Dreams
In this drawing I explored my dream
world, when under stress I experience
emotional and eerie dreams. Eerily
empty architectural structures
represented the ‘living stillness’ that
characterises my dreams.

Fortis

ART: GRADE 12
POOJA MORAR

Migration
Rain on Old Micheni – The displacement of individuals
using the metaphor of the fence to reinforce the
distance between people’s circumstances and the
definition of home.

Living Stillness
To Surrender – On reflection, the
"Living Stillness" theme led me
towards the sensory experience
of white noise and the inner
stillness in one’s mind.

KENYA MASK

Migration
Speak No Evil – An exploration
into migration and those
manipulated by the powerful.
Exposing the horrid truth
of what appears seemingly
accidental.

Spaces Once Filled – The concept
of absence is represented by the
physical loss in the denim jacket and
symbolises the loss of some who
have departed this physical world.
ERIN MESTER

See No Evil – Contrasting
a peaceful landscape and
exposing the horrors that lie
beneath.

Migration
Chaos – An exploration of the theme migration led me to
memories of our beach cottage and the sardine runs which
evoke a spectacle of fish and people.

Living Stillness
Tortoises All the way
Down – Tortoises
symbolise security
and shelter and the
changes that occur
as one grows and
develops.
Living Stillness
You’ve Got Something on Your Face – Exploration of the various
stages of eating dinner and controlled chaos. The portrait is
controlled but the portrait is also distorted through the use of
crockery.
Faith

Compassion

Film stills and life
instilled – memories
recalled in living
stillness.
Courage
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ART: GRADE 11
The Grade 11s focused on the importance of observation drawing as this forms a critical part of the creative process. In Term 2 the
pupils investigated portraiture and chose to portray someone they wanted to get to know. In Term 3 they created artworks for the
Visit/re/Visit competition, an initiative between Epworth and the Tatham Art Gallery.

NOKWANDA SHONGWE

MIEKA WITTHÖFT

GABRIELLA GOSLETT

ANGELIQUE HOYLE

AMAHLE BUTHELEZI

ASHLEY DU TOIT

ROSALIND BOURNES-HARPER

OLIVIA HENNING
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DOMONIQUE BENNETTS

Humana
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ART: GRADE 10
Artists often use places that are
special to them as inspiration for their
work. These might be places they
grew up in or have a connection with,
or places that have moved them in
some way. The Grade 10s explored
the idea of place using the technique
of the linocut. They also created
a collagraph from an observation
drawing of their sports shoes.

JORJA HATTINGH

THABISO GWIJI

SIMPHIWE MGABI
JESSICA RUSHTON

JADE LUBBE

ART: GRADE 9
The Grade 9s explored perceptions of Africa by critiquing visual stereotypes, and produced imaginative and inspired postcards.
The pupils investigated aspects of the surreal; strange juxtapositions, altered reality and transforming the very ordinary into the
extraordinary. They then experimented with surrealist elements and techniques and created these strangely bizarre paintings.

JESSICA BEHN

GEORGIE HAMPSON
JAMIE ZUNCKEL

ANJA NIENABER

BERNICE SAUROMBE

JEMMA PRICE

ENO DLANGA

ZIMI TSHAKA

VUYOLWETHU
(OLADAYO) YUSUF

REBECCA TUTT
JESSICA MONJI-BUILU

MARIA (MARIKA) ESTERHUIZEN

CHLOË POTGIETER
Faith

NEHA HEERALAL

LUCA STEWART
Compassion

RYLEE-KAI CHALLENOR
Courage
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ART: GRADE 8

CRYSTAL VILJOEN

DRISHTHI DHADA

ABBEY HACKLAND

EMILIE PARKER

IKHONA KESWA

MAYRA BYTEBIER

ASIPHE CELE

AMELIA NETTLETON

LEAH JOB

CHAY DU PLESSIS

REBECCA-JANE ROWE

ONESIMO MAMVE

LAUREN ROSEVEARE

ROXANNE VAN ZYL

RHYS PURVES

THANDOLWETHU MTHIYANE

JODIE ALLWOOD

Inspired and encouraged to observe
the natural world, the Grade 8s
created linocuts in response to Van
Gogh’s tactile drawings. Also seen
here a response to the still life in art.
EMMA THOMPSON

CHRISTY GOVENDER

CAT
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS TECHNOLOGY

C

omputer Applications Technology (CAT), the only subject that fully prepares pupils
for lifelong computer literacy, said goodbye to the first large class of Grade 12s this
year – 16 in total! The pupils learnt many advanced features of Microsoft Word,
Excel, Access, PowerPoint and how to create web pages and web sites. In addition, they
now have knowledge of the theory that goes alongside information technology and using
computers. The CAT pupils in Grades 10 and 11 have lots to look forward to in the future.
Ms Sandra Damonse
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CONSUMER STUDIES

J

ust as we thought 2020 had its challenges, we were
caught off guard with an unusually big cherry on
the cake in 2021. Still, the Consumer Studies pupils
showed perseverance and navigated their way through
difficult situations. We were even confronted with a
food shortage in Term 3, but nevertheless the pupils
produced lovely baked products.
Pupils had to face online teaching for a few weeks, and we
can all agree that virtual cake is not very tasty.

Abbygail Schwulst

The Grade 12 pupils were challenged with an interesting
theme for their final practical examination for which
they had to produce a culturally appropriate product,
suitable as a corporate gift. The pupils produced lovely
koeksisters, milk tarts, bunny chows and peppermint
crisp tarts.

Bianca Komwihangiro

The Grade 10s showed their skills by producing gourmet
pizzas with very interesting toppings and they baked
beautifully iced cupcakes according to their chosen themes.
The Grade 11s had to put on their thinking caps and come
up with a sweet or dessert that would be suitable for a
Woolworths store.
Emilie Harel
and Lauren Gieseler

Tara Gilmore

Cake by Angelique Hoyle
and Bridget Ndlamini

Faith

We also had a visit from the Grade 6s in the Prep School
to see what Consumer Studies is all about. They baked
delicious vanilla biscuits.

Brooklyn Riggien

Consumer Studies is not all about baking; pupils must
draw up a business plan on how they would sell and
promote the products they are producing, hence
developing their entrepreneurial skills.
Consumer Studies focuses on developing knowledge,
skills, values and attitudes in pupils, to enable them to
become responsible and informed consumers of food,
clothing, housing, furnishings and household equipment,
and to use resources optimally and in a sustainable
manner. The subject also promotes the application
of knowledge and skills in entrepreneurship and the
production of quality marketable products that meet
consumer needs.

Courtney Kleiner

Mrs Maritza Erasmus

Zamathembu Mdladla

Compassion

Siana Middleton, Nosihle Dladla
and Robin van Heerden

Courage
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DRAMATIC ARTS

D

ramatic Arts is a subject in which we hope to
nurture and develop pupils who are able to
view the world in which they live with empathy,
compassion and understanding. Our critical thinking
skills, so necessary in this ever-changing environment,
are as important as ever.

skills which, if they choose to continue with Drama, have
created a solid foundation from which to work.

Despite the challenges our pupils have faced in these
difficult and disruptive times, their creative passion
remains; whether that be in the online or live lessons,
or through recorded or live performance!

Our Grade 10, 11 and 12 pupils have been disappointed,
especially by not being able to see live theatre, but
had the opportunity to create and perform pieces
themselves, and of course to view professionally recorded
productions. The Covid-19 pandemic conditions forced
us to work a little differently this year and perhaps to be
more out-of-the-box in the practical aspect of the subject.

The Grade 9s had the opportunity to look at a range of

Mrs Madeline Ashton

Myths: Cameron Duckham, Erynn Harty,
Anja Nienaber, Kate Clark and Nokukhanya Nomvete, Grade 9

Myths: Aphiwe Dladla, Grade 9

Shakespeare: Jenna Kunz, Grade 9

Myths: Busisiwe Nene, Lethukwazi Simelane, Maisy Diedricks,
Aphiwe Dladla, Sqiniseko Kunene and Paige Stella, Grade 9

Grade 10 poem – I am over it: Lexi Williamson, Sihle Maphumulo, Tyra-Leigh Maskell,
Zenande Vezi, Feyitamilore Adeniyi and Tahlitha Mdingi
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ENGLISH

D

espite pandemics and riots, Epworth’s English
department has had a most successful 2021. With
numerous competitions taking place, Epworth’s
writers have been widely recognised for their excellence.
Early in Term 1, we started preparing for the De Beer’s
English Olympiad. As always, our pupils produced
outstanding results, with Olivia (Faye) Crawford winning
the coveted first prize, which included a year’s free tuition
at Rhodes University, access to the Grahamstown Online
Festival and a substantial cash payment. Olivia received
a diamond certificate for an overall mark of over 90%.
Pooja Morar was awarded a gold certificate and Epworth
pupils achieved a further three silver certificates, four
bronze certificates and four merit certificates. These results
reflected the dedication and commitment with which our
pupils approached the competition, which had over 4000
entries from over 240 schools.
Epworth also entered the Royal Society of South Africa’s
Science Writing Competition. Pupils were required to write
an essay of 1000-2000 words, analysing and interpreting
pertinent global issues. We were thrilled when Vumile
Dlamini was awarded first place for her essay entitled The
Art of War: Cars Edition which explored whether it was
feasible to ban all internal combustion engines by 2030.
Along with the prestige of winning this competition, Vumile
received a cash prize, and her essay was published in
Transactions of the Royal Society of SA.
Emily Freedman continued our winning streak by being

FINDING OUT THAT MY ROLE
MODEL WASN’T PERFECT
We will call him Jacob. His name isn’t
really Jacob, though. He was only one
year older than me but he shrugged
off confidence like a grown man and
I couldn’t help but to trail after him,
lapping it up. I was not the only one who
thought of him like this: one could not
help it, in those days. Much has changed
since then. This is not a story about
Jacob. This is a story about deception
and reclamation. This is a story about
me.
I was fourteen. I had, by sheer luck,
qualified for the KwaZulu-Natal (KZN)
junior debating team when I met Jacob
for the first time. His early debating
success had already made him a god.
We never spoke, but I knew from the
discarded scraps of conversation around
me that one had to respect him, even
fear him. I have only one memory of
Jacob from that year, and it is not so
Faith

awarded a gold medal for her essay on gender-based
violence in the SASBD and CSA&G Writing Competition.
Emily’s essay entitled Margaret Atwood: freedom to… and
freedom from was published in Social Justice Stories: No
longer silent on GBV by the University of Pretoria.
It was not just competition judges who recognised the
skill of Epworth pupils. Our Writer-in-Residence for 2021,
Bulelwa Mabasa, was astonished by the enthusiasm and
ability she observed. Ms Mabasa spoke to the Grade 11s
about writing academic texts, such as the science and
literary essays. As well as being a widely published writer,
Ms Mabaso is also an award-winning attorney who
specialises in land issues. She addressed the Grade 12s
on land issues as presented in their set novel, The Dream
House by Craig Higginson.
Despite the extensive hard work that the pupils have put
into English this year, there was also a great deal of fun.
Our annual Shakespeare Day was celebrated with
costumes and inter-house slam poetry. The Grade 11s also
participated in the Grahamstown Online Schools’ Festival,
where they learnt about sound, lighting, cameras, and
puppetry, and had the chance to make their own films.
This has been a year of learning to be adaptable and
remembering to smile even when plans change at the last
minute. The English department is extremely proud of the
achievements of all our pupils.
Ms Jennie Pratsch

much a memory of an experience but
rather of a feeling. It was December; we
were at the National Championships,
and I was walking with Jacob and Mark.
In my memory, the clouds were dark
and the sky seemed to go on forever.
The tall, muddy buildings of Nelson
Mandela University surrounded us and
the two boys walked on either side of
me, towering over my head and leering
towards me at irregular intervals.
The feeling that I remember is this:
discomfort. I felt like there was a black
hole in the pit of my stomach; anything
could happen to me. I was not safe.
When I returned to KZN debating for
the second year in a row, it began. The
first thing to happen was that I knew he
had noticed me. He noticed everyone,
especially girls, but I knew that it was
different with me. At the time I was
wildly flattered – my awe of him in those
early years blinded me to his true nature.
He told me, once, that we were the best
Compassion

that KZN had, and that that was why he
had to help me, had to be my friend and
mentor. I think that he saw me as his
successor. He started an organisation
of sorts, in his Grade 10 year, and by
the time I had stumbled into senior
debating, he was regaling me with titles
and jobs on its highest levels. He would
recruit me to speak with him often and
he religiously tracked my achievements,
never failing to congratulate me in
abundantly affectionate terms. Jacob
was, in every sense of the word, a
perfect role model. Later, there were
even times when he told me that he
loved me or sent me long-winded, poetic
descriptions of my importance in his
life. I sometimes made feeble attempts
to reciprocate his unexplained kindness
and interest in me, but it was obvious
that ours was the kind of relationship to
which only one member is allowed to
contribute.
Despite being caught up in his whirlwind,
Courage
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I knew that Jacob made me feel
uncomfortable. He was partial to very
crude humour, then, and for all the
time that I knew him, such humour was
usually directed at me. Most often, it
was just words: he often alluded to our
sleeping together or offered me things
that made my ears red to hear spoken
out loud. He would go on and on about
girls he had been with, telling me in
gruesome detail about their encounters
and complaining that one could never
really “bang a virgin” because her pain
ruined the sex. Sometimes, his abuse
crossed into the physical realm. It
happened first during a lecture – politics,
I think; Jacob was in the seat beside
me and he had spent an hour sliding
progressively closer to me. Eventually,
his entire body was pressed sidelong
against mine and he was moving towards
stroking my thigh. I must have reacted
and disrupted the session because the
lecturer noticed. The two of them, old
friends it seemed, laughed. I felt tiny.
Jacob, having received the reaction he
was looking for, moved away from me.
A part of me was afraid of him from that
day on.
The impact of Jacob’s behaviour wasn’t
that I thought he wanted to have sex
with me and I was afraid that he was
going to try. I am almost certain that
his advances were not about risqué
propositions; rather, they were about
humiliating and belittling me in front
of people whom I wanted to impress.
They were about stripping me of power.
In 2019, I made it onto an unofficial
national team known as SAA. Jacob had,
until then, reserved this achievement
more or less for himself in our shared
circles, and I suspect that this fact was
responsible for what happened next.
He alternated between claiming me
and harassing me more than he ever
had before. He would arrive at training
in the morning and hug me as though
we were friends (that is, as though my
achievement was something for which
he was responsible), but would hold onto
me extendedly and awkwardly, making it
clear that my helplessness was the butt
of a joke. I learnt that year, that a woman
treated as an exclusively sexual being in
an academic space can never be taken
seriously. Because of Jacob, the rest of
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The Window
The window to an other-worldly
place
Lies within your reach –
Step into the alluring night,
And you’ll see.
A panorama of mystery
painted with stars.
Stars that shimmer
like the sequins of a dress,
And gleam like
Flickers
Of
Hope
On the gloomiest of days.
And the eye of the canvas
So bold and so bright
Illuminates the night.
Though sometimes hidden
By a cloak of shadows,
It always watches
From its throne
Up top.
Then comes the fire
Like curtains drawn to a window
To hide the beyond – though not
forever,
For the fire will always draw back
To reveal this, other-worldly place.
Diyajal Maharaj, Grade 10

the male-dominated squad instinctively
patronised me; it was one of the most
undermining and uncomfortable social
spaces I have ever occupied. Inevitably,
I exploded. Following a long, snotty
confession, my coach offered, kindly
but naively, to have a stern word with
Jacob. I knew that I would say no before
the words completely left her mouth.
Even after all that time and everything
that Jacob had made me feel, I was still
a scared, awestruck fourteen-year-old
who wanted us to be friends. Jacob was
my role model. I couldn’t betray him this
way.
The worst part about admitting that
what Jacob did was about power, is
Humana

admitting that it worked. He created
in me a seemingly endless plague of
insecurity about what I did and did not
deserve; not least, he stole from me an
enormous amount of innocence. No
one had ever spoken to me like he did.
I understood suddenly what women
meant by terms like objectification.
Sexualisation. Rape culture. All these
terrifying terms applied, if only in part,
to me. I couldn’t tell my parents or talk
to my friends for sheer shame of what
I allowed to happen to me. I thought
that I was overreacting, underreacting,
reacting wrong. I thought that
something had changed inside of me
and I wondered if other people could
see it. I wondered if the first time could
be words; I wondered if assault always
meant hands or if it could be loud and
crass and laced with cruel laughter, too.
I still do not know if I deserve to talk
about my experience in lowered tones
dripping with implication like I have
seen other women do. I know that I do
not constitute a victim of any serious
sexual offence. I do not know what I
am, though. Jacob made it feel like I was
nothing at all.
Today, Jacob and I do not speak. I have
been ignoring his messages for over a
year. He often tells me that he loves me,
but I know that is not true. Even after all
these years, I am tempted to give him
another chance. I know that I will not,
though. I am learning, slowly, that Jacob
was not my friend or my mentor, but
an emotionally manipulative boy who
wanted power over a girl for reasons I
don’t think I will ever understand.
I wish that this story was less messy or
more heroic. I wish it was a feminist
anthem against the onslaught of
manipulation and harassment that
women face every day. I wish Jacob had
paid for what he did to me and others.
He probably never will. Let this be my
final, hopeful note, though: I am still
here. I am still debating and laughing
and taking up space even though I am
sometimes afraid. I have learnt what love
isn’t. I am stronger for having been weak.
Jacob couldn’t take what matters away
from me, and neither will anybody else.
This was my story, all along.
Olivia (Faye) Crawford, Grade 12
Fortis
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THE CALL OF THE WILD
The air is stagnant.
Heavy.
I inhale... Silence.
This is all I have ever known, quiet air.
Dead air. The adventures and beauty of
past lives, bursting with life and colour,
plants and animals, are a lie. That was a
different world, the old world. This new
world, my world, is controlled entirely
by man. A mean man, seemingly.
It is in this society that I am a breathing
corpse. Jack Sprat’s wife successful on
setting the world alight, quenching her
fire’s need for cinder in the form of our
precious plants and animals. A South
African Scorched-Earth-Policy imbued
lifestyle. Them… Our revered leaders;
the main arsonists. Vigilantes willing to
exterminate all life on this godforsaken
wasteland, to attain power, praise and
perfection. Josef Mengele’s fallen angels
adorned in lab coats, the arsonist’s
assistants, and Death’s debtors.
I do not like to speak. I have nothing
to say. I am the epitome of nothing,
perhaps comparable to a dust mote
or piece of falling ash. I am scared to
speak. Terrified of the repercussions of
the words that may lash out: a howl of
lament, terror, longing and loneliness.
Afraid that my words might submerge
my soul in the sweltering blood and
flames of the Phlegethon.
I have not disturbed the stillness since
they robbed me of my mother, her
pleas of “Just let me hold him,” and “I
want to say goodbye,” seared behind
my eyelids. That was the start of the
end. My mother had kept her side of
the bargain, bringing an innocent soul
into the seventh circle, for “protection,
residence and food”, and was thus
no longer needed. Tossed upon the
everlasting pile of dead that I can make
out from the fourteen holes in my air
vent.
After my first and only words, a bloody
murder of baby’s birth, my lips have
remained parallel to each other. Stuck
shut by the epoxy of my mind, sealing
away the damage inside me. They
call me a waste; an invalid…a freak. I
dream of the day They come and get

Faith

Distraction
Thoughts
I’m drowning,
So many
Multiplying…
What do I do?
How can I stop them?
They dominate
They distract
Thoughts
I’m drowning
Sorry did you ask me something
I wasn’t listening?
Michelle Myburgh, Grade 10
me. Extinguishing my match of life with
Their experiments and entitlement.
The knowledge that when They finally
come to get me, They’ll be smiling very
sweetly as They pick my bones, serving
to provide me with a negligible amount
of purpose.
I see the planes of her face in my
right-brain: her trembling rosebuds,
vacant windows, grooves of despair and
folds of burden. The very cells of my
being remember the voice of my
mother. In the darkness and in the light,
they are dreaming of a life with her in it.
But this will remain as the interlude of
my living nightmare, robbed by the one
person I loathe more than the men in
white: myself. It was because I was born
that she had to die. A birth for a death. A
mean man indeed. I take pleasure in
knowing that in the world’s eyes I will
forever be labelled as a half-named
stranger, F106M2061, instead of
‘murderer’.
They call. I come. Come to ingurgitate
my ‘Swill’ and temporarily subdue the
earthquakes in my belly. Its roseate pink
pallor, sandpaper texture and supposed
‘prawn’ taste melting like Ambrosia
on my starved taste buds. I know that
this is not enough. I look at my body’s
bones jutting out at the wrong places,
a femur mistaken for a humerus. I drift
past our guards. Goliaths wearing
bullet proof vests and holding modified
weapons. The automated voice of the
living walls reassures me that this is for

Compassion

our protection, although they are the
ones needing protection. Perhaps they
fear being jabbed with a protruding
wrist bone or a skeletal finger; an army
of starving children who may just
consider an uprising in order to cross
the threshold into death’s home, finally
departing from its familiar doorstep.
I return to wait on my disintegrated
foam bed, long stained with the tears,
urine, vomit and blood of countless test
subjects before me. It is the only thing
in my size 1 shoe box, other than the
sunset-stained bathroom bottle in the
corner. I sometimes pretend this pissoir
is one of Them… The slaughterers of
the animals, anaesthetists of the plants
and kidnappers of our futures. My mind
swims in and out of its familiar
darkness, always resurfaced by that
smell. Piss.
I see the shadows. Feel my snakeskin of
filth. Hear the gurgle of the Styx River.
And smell the acrid urine assaulting my
cilia. It is here in this lesser place that
I am alive, barely, but still. Until I hear
a whisper… breaking my silence. And
another. A chorus of whispers from
the walls. My dead soul smiles, hoping
the swill has finally filled me. A new
voice joins the choir from my air vent,
harmonised with foreign tapping and
scratching sounds. I open my eyes and
my heart drops to the ground floor.
Small, bronze-brown creatures with
pointy feelers and six scurrying legs
scuttle towards me. “Master, master,
we have been waiting.” A matted,
grey-furred animal with tiny pink ears,
darting black eyes and a twitching nose
joins the ranks. “Master, master we
need you.” A plump-flying, grey shadow
sporting an iridescent green neck, feet
the colour of blood oranges, and a
bobbing head, breaks through my vent,
a whirlpool of feathers. “Master, master
save us.” Lazarus’ creatures destroying
my silence; filling me with a foreign
sense of purpose and comfort.
I know I must go.
I know I must save them.
I know I must save myself.
I will probably die.
But I cannot ignore the Call of The Wild.
Amarragh Gemmell, Grade 12
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ENGLISH OLYMPIAD ESSAY
SUBMISSION 2021
“We meet ourselves time and time
again in a thousand different disguises
on this path called Life.” – Carl Jung
One of the greatest challenges
posed to the global population is
that of perceived division, thus
a misunderstanding of inherent
humanity. It is therefore clear
that the affirmation of an internal
connectedness amongst all people
creates a hopeful reality for all. Using
Jung’s quote as a framework, it is clear
to understand that our humanity, our
“person” is inherent in all people and
that our personas or “disguises” are
merely facades.
Through a dissection of Rejection, On
the Blue Train and Tune in Again Next
Week, one can find an affirmation
of an inherent connectedness due
to the ability of one individual to
“transfer” their emotions to “another
individual” regardless of different
personas proving an internal emotional
understanding amongst all people
and through the notion that what we
see in others is already in ourselves.
Through this, it can be established that
our lives play out through each other,
and Jung’s quote holds true. Based on
this idea, the very writing of a firstperson narrative becomes a message
of hope in that it tells a universal
story that touches the person beyond
the persona and proves universal
humanity.
The narrator of Rejection is able to
“transfer” her feelings of rejection
to Tamsir. Despite the narrator and
Tamsir having vastly different personas
in terms of status and power, they
are both able to cause each other the
same internal feeling of rejection.
Upon hearing about Modou’s betrayal,
the narrator feels rejected and does
her best to “spot [her] faults in the
failure of [her] marriage.” By the end of
the story, however, she is vindicated,
stating “I took my revenge,” after she
told Tamsir that she “shall never be
[his] wife.” Thus, she not only rejected
him because she did not want to marry
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The Beauty of Unattainability
You are not real
A silent voice from which only I
discern laughter,
Aegean eyes tearing me from the
solace of shore
Drenching my lungs like muddled
thoughts,
Tears staining my skin.
You are not real
Syrupy locks cocooning a creased
brow,
Vivaldi’s staff cemented in speech
Like a clam’s mouth, brimming with
pearls
A voice tolling in my ears.
You are not real
And neither is the rain dripping from
dancing shoulders,
The light of noon illuminating
honeyed skin
Nor the feeling of silky embrace,
Warmth enveloping my fingertips.
You are not real
My heart threatening to burst at the
seams
A crimson glow seeping through pores
A vertiginous shuddering of the mind,
Your intangible grip upon my quiddity.
You are not real
Kathleen Munro, Grade 10
him, but she made Tamsir feel how he
made her feel and in doing so proved
their alike humanity even though it was
done in a spiteful way.
Similarly, the narrator of On the
Blue Train also acted, not only to
save herself but also to “transfer”
her feelings to her husband. Mark
is proven to be unhelpful and was
“very embarrassed about [Kathy’s]
breakdown,” thus a contributing
factor to her discontent. Therefore,
when Kathy leaves South Africa due to
feelings of isolation and disorientation,
she does so in such a sudden way, so as
to – maybe even subconsciously – make
Mark feel as isolated and disorientated
as she does. It is therefore clear that

Humana

despite their different personas, Kathy
was able to exert some control over
her situation by leaving. At last, both
of them felt the same thing – ironically
brought about by her going. Thus,
proving their shared humanity.
Unlike the previous two narrators,
Stan of Tune in Again Next Week,
changes his life due to what he thinks
is an external persona, but what
is an internal person waiting to be
manifested. Stan finds arbitrary “clues”
such as “garland” to help legitimise
his fantasy that Sandy is contacting
him. However, this is highly unlikely.
We learn of how Stan appreciates
“Romantics” who use the radio to
“[reach] out,” and see that Stan himself
was waiting to reach out into the world
and he took from Sandy what was
already in him to do it. Ironically, at
the end of the story, Stan claims that
his “life’s about to change” when it
already has evidenced by the fact that
he – among other things – has skipped
his radio show to meet her. Thus,
clearly what one sees in another is
already in oneself proving an inherent
connection.
Phoebe Hesketh has said that “it is
the spaces between – the poem is
quickened.” Not only do the fictional
characters relate to each other but
through liminal space, the first-person
accounts tell my own story as the
reader as well. Therefore, the act of
writing a first-person narrative not only
unburdens the writer of the agony of
bearing an untold story, but the reader
too. Thus, proving that the first-person
narrative can touch the person beyond
the persona of the reader herself.
No matter how we do it, be it - in
spite, or for inspiration – we have the
ability to touch the person beyond
the persona of all those around us
because our humanity and lived
experiences depend on each other
and are therefore shared. Once we
acknowledge this unity of humanity,
it is clear to see that “this is my
story” translates to “this is our story”
and in that affirmation of internal
connectedness, there is hope.
Emily Freedman, Grade 11
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ENGLISH
SHOULD A CHILD ABUSER
RECEIVE A DEATH SENTENCE?
“Death penalty doesn’t stop child abuse.
What’s it for then?” – Saroop Ijaz (2019)
What is the death penalty? The death
penalty is the “punishment by execution,”
according to the Dictionary of Oxford
Languages. It is the punishment believed
to be deserved by child abusers. Despite
the severity of the death penalty, it
is proven to be an ineffective form of
punishment. The death penalty puts
the focus and attention on the person
in the wrong, instead of the effects
and appalling reality of their actions. It
spotlights a status of authority and justice
in action, disregarding the actuality of
lives being negatively affected.
Although the death penalty ensures
that the abuser cannot continue with
their crimes, this does not prevent the
incitement of others to continue to abuse
children. Additionally, “The severity
of punishment, known as marginal
deterrence, has no real deterrent effect,
or the effect of reducing recidivism,”
– UNSW Law Emeritus Professor David
Brown (2020). Put simply, the severity
of the punishment for a crime does not
discourage someone through instilling
doubt or fear. It also does not reduce the
likelihood of a criminal reoffending. It is
believed that instituting the death penalty
will prevent people from committing such
crimes, but this is inaccurate.

Pain comes and goes,
life can be as calm
as sitting in a boat on the ocean,
bobbing gently up and down.
Soon enough a wave will come
causing you to sink in emotion,
covering and drowning you.
Spitting, gulping, dying
desperate for air.
Panicking, kicking, needing help!
Kicking harder, reaching for the
surface of the water.
Gasping for air,
relief, you are saved.
Your pain and trauma has past like
a wave.
Kayleigh Els, Grade 10
or at peace with the situation. Here,
the death penalty would be an act of
revenge, instead of an act of justice. The
criminal justice system is based on morals
and therefore should not be influenced
by emotions. “Reconciliation means
accepting you can’t undo the abuse;
but you can decide how you want to live
afterwards.” (adapted from ACLU) In
addition, “What we truly need to decide
in our society is what do we value most…
retribution and a cycle of harm/ violence,
or whatever is going to make fewer future
abuses,”– Anonymous (2020).
The death penalty instils a circle of

The death penalty is an extreme
punishment for any crime and is
inhumane and unreasonable for child
abuse. It is the active decision to take a
person’s life for their wrongdoing, which
has been proven to be an ineffective form
of punishment. The death penalty can
easily be used as a strategy of vengeance,
leading to a twisted, immoral and violent
society. As the saying goes, “Two wrongs
don’t make a right.”
Rebecca Tutt, Grade 9

GRADE 8 EPWORTH ADVERTS

Some believe that the death penalty is
necessary for the victim of abuse and
their family to feel justified, avenged

Pain comes and goes

violence in society. “If we are trying to
create a safer and better society (which is
surely the aim of even those who would
impose the penalty) fuelling, effectively
creating, a revenge mentality certainly
is not doing it,” Schoeman (2021). When
looking at the true nature of the death
penalty as it is handed out, it is generally
only handed to the most hardened and
brutal of criminals. Child abuse would
therefore need to be at the same level
of severity to warrant the punishment.
Yet, even in the case of murder, we find
ourselves questioning the severity of the
death penalty. Logically, an alternative
measure of punishment is necessary
to prevent the continuous circle of
violence. With an alternative measure
in place, this spares the valuable life of
a human and essentially provides them
with the opportunity for repentance and
rehabilitation. An example could be a
lengthy sentence of solitary confinement.
This would isolate the abuser, leaving
them with no choice but to come to terms
with and process the depths of their
actions.

Abby Clayton, Leah Job,
Emma Thompson, Lisa Oellerman,
Jivani Chetty and Sanele Ndlazi
Faith

Christy Govender,
Emily Williams
and Kyra Bullimore
Compassion

Emily Atkinson, Lauren Roseveare,
Rachel Schultz, Snenhlanhla
Boitumelo Mohasoa, Anathi Dlova,
Mthembu, Fezeka Kheswa
Siyamthanda Mabaso and Leandri Zeelie
and Abbey Hackland
Courage
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ENTREPRENEURISM

T

his year saw the start of a new subject for the Grade 8s.
Many of the fundamentals of Consumer Studies and
Business Studies have been integrated into what is now
called Entrepreneurism (ENT).
The year started with a focus on food, health, hygiene, cooking
and recycling to give the pupils a taste of what Consumer
Studies is all about. We then moved onto self-image, clothing,
self-concept, self-control, and gratitude which resulted in
some interesting class discussions.
The second half of the year saw us enter the business space
of an entrepreneur, with topics such as business terminology,
economic sectors, business resources and different types
of business being addressed. We then moved onto looking
at business leadership, emotional intelligence (EQ) versus
intelligence quotient (IQ), values and ethics, thinking out-thebox, business plans including vision, mission, unique
selling proposition (USP), aims and objectives, SWOT analysis,
and then wrapped up with marketing, which included the
psychology behind advertising and the use of colour.
The best way to gauge success is to get feedback from your
consumers or customers, so following on are the comments
received from the Grade 8s about ENT.

ENT is a very fun subject where you learn about useful
things for when you grow up. You can also have fun
lessons talking about our everyday lives relating to ENT.
Best subject hands down.
ENT this year has changed my view on many things in life,
how to approach and think about them.
Really informative and so much fun! I’ve loved every lesson.
I think that ENT has been one of the most interesting and
different subjects I have done; it has been so much fun.
Interesting, educational
and informative.

ENT this year has been a
very fun subject to do.

ENT has been one of my favourite subjects because
I have an interest in business.
ENT has taught us
how to become our own
successful person.

I found ENT fun and
exciting, it opened my eyes
to more creativity.

Mrs Debbie Preston
MARKET DAY PRODUCTS
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FRENCH

T

he year began with a fun Mardi
Gras celebration à la Covid-19
for the whole High School which
took place over teatime in the quad
with French music playing, doughnuts
iced in the colours of the French flag
and our build-a-baguette picnic style
lunch. During the day teacher-judges
decided on the best outfits for the
awarding of competitive house points.
The fun continued with a French cuisine
workshop later in the term for the
senior French pupils. The menu was
mouth-watering pain bagnat and tarte
au chocolat. Once again, we thank Mrs
Margie Harel for giving of her valuable
time to come and run this cooking
workshop for the French pupils.
Unfortunately, other excursions this
year were again cancelled because
of the Covid-19 pandemic but
replacement activities were invented.
First, the pupils had an online lesson
with a class in Nantes, playing a
guessing game to match up written
descriptions with each other’s faces.
The next online exchange lesson, which

Grades 10, 11 and 12 learning
to cook at a French cuisine workshop
run by Mrs Margie Harel

Grade 11 jeux de rôle

Faith

took place in Term 2, had to be adapted
because of lockdown and so the game
of “guessing the described object”
ended up being played in the pupils’
own time rather than in class. The
positive spin-off of these shared
international online lessons was an
opportunity for every pupil to find a
French pen pal.
The Grade 10s produced fashion videos
in lockdown as well as creating and
performing their own scenarios or
songs on video which were to be part
of Maris Stella’s online Soiree Theatrale
in October, but unfortunately, due to
Covid-19, it was cancelled.
The Grade 8s were introduced to the
basics of French in Term 3, while the
Grade 9s had the opportunity to have a
fun lesson learning about the game La
Pétanque. They were introduced to the
technique and had fun challenging each
other.
Towards the end of Term 3 some of the
French pupils enjoyed a French movie
evening in the Haley Hall, and watched
Free Willy 2 in French.

The French teachers decided to spoil
the Grade 11s after they coped so well
with their first attempt at a Grade12style paper in July, so a delicious
platter with crumpets, syrup, cream,
blueberries and strawberries from The
Fat Aubergine was enjoued.
Some pupils wrote the international
DELF examinations for non-mother
tongue French speakers in May and
October. Rebecca Cook is to be
congratulated on passing A2 with 86%
and Melissa Martens, on passing A1
with 96% for the May examination. In
October, Diyajal Maharaj wrote A1 and
Melissa Martens, Emilie Harel, Caitlin
Soden, Siwakhile Bulunga and Njalo
Nombembe wrote A2 and Katherine
Bowmaker wrote B1. The results for the
October examination will be announced
in 2022.
Mrs Wendy Buchanan

Teachers in
their colourful
Mardi Gras
outfits

Mardi Gras celebrations
Baking the tartes au chocolat

Grade 10 making their videos for the Soirée Theatrale
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FRENCH
Excerpts from Grade 12 writing…
Je suis à Epworth depuis l’âge de
quatorze ans…En grade 12, c’est
important de travailler dur ….mais
aussi c’est important de demander de
l’aide des professeurs. Je fais beaucoup
d’exercice car cela soulage le stress et
de plus, c’est important pour la santé.
Ma crainte pour grade 12 est que je
n’obtiendrai pas les bonnes notes pour
aller à l’université car je vais être obligé
d’être indépendante. Je suis triste
que Grade 12 est ma dernière année
à Epworth avec mes amies, mais je
vais travailler dur et j’ai hâte d’aller à
l’université l’année prochaine…Après
avoir été en verrouillage pendant six
mois, j’ai appris que j’ai besoin d’être
reconnaissante d’être en bonne santé
et en pleine forme. Aussi, j’ai besoin
d’apprécier mes proches et chérir mes
souvenirs.
Katherine Bowmaker, Grade 12

Grade 10s using the imperative to
make origami frogs

Races with the origami frogs

Je suis ravie pour cette année !...Je ne
peux pas attendre de réussir à la fin de
l’année mais je suis stressée pour mon
année en matric aussi.
Courtney Kleiner, Grade 12
Je suis dans mon année de matric
finalement! Je suis ravie que j’achèverai
l’école bientôt. …Ces cinq années
chères à Epworth m’ont fait quelquefois
stresser et avoir des difficultés mais
mes amies sont les meilleures!...
Je ne voudrais pas que mes parents
auront honte de moi. Je veux les
rendre heureux à fin que je puisse être
heureuse aussi.
Namhla Manana, Grade 12

Grade 9s playing boules

Une longue journée

Le matin je nageais
Puis, je mangeais un grand
petitdéjeuner
Le midi je nageais
Puis, je mangeais un déjeuner
délicieux
Le soir je nageais
Puis, je mangeais un bon dîner
Le soir je ne nageais pas…
Je dormais parce que j’étais épuisée !
Melissa Martens, Grade 10

Excerpts from Grade 11 writing…
Le Botswana est un beau pays avec de
très gentils fleuves et espaces verts dans
différentes régions qui attirent beaucoup
de touristes à cause des éléphants.
Gaborone est la capitale et j’y habite
depuis 11 ans. Nous habitons dans
une grande ville où il y a beaucoup de
distractions pour les jeunes. C’est un
endroit charmant et très intéressant et
en plus ce n’est pas loin de l’aéroport
et du centre commercial…À mon avis,
j’aime la maison parce qu’elle est belle
et grande. Ce que j’aime le plus, c’est
ma chambre, le jardin et la salle de
télévision. Cependant, j’ai des souvenirs
dans mon ancienne maison même si ce
n’est pas assez grande ou belle elle aura
toujours une place spéciale dans mon
cœur.
Rethabile Tsheole, Grade 11
La plupart des gens dans ma région
ont des chiens et ma région est
généralement assez en sécurité pour
faire une promenade seule. Vous
pouvez normalement trouver des
gens qui marchent ou font du jogging
seuls (ou avec une autre personne) le
matin ou même le soir. Les maisons
dans ma région ont généralement un
ou deux étages, mais il y a une maison
nouvellement construite de l’autre
côté de la rue, à notre droite, qui a trois
étages ! Bien qu’il y ait beaucoup de
maisons et une route goudronnée, ma
région a une grande variété d’arbres et
beaucoup d’herbe verte.
Vumile Dlamini, Grade 11

Toute la nuit

Grade 12 treats for
exam time
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Toute la nuit nous avons dansé,
Des robes colorées, se balancent et
tournent.
Toute la nuit, nous avons chanté,
Les voix fortes et jolies.
Toute la nuit, nous avons ri,
Heureuses avec tous nos amies.
Toute la nuit nous nous sommes
amusées à Vogue.
Jenna Dillon, Grade 10
Humana

Grade 11 enjoying treats after their
first matric-style examination

Fortis

GEOGRAPHY
Geography this year was taken outside the classroom to test the theory learnt inside.

One of the areas that Grade 8 covered was our beautiful South Africa
which entailed a study of the various provinces and all their attractions.
They also made their own okta to measure cloud cover at school.

Grade 9s discovered how waves
erode coastlines by experimenting
with a sand tray and water. They
cut out and built a 3D coastal
landscape to better understand the
features found along a coastline.

After studying clouds outside, the Grade 10s designed their own cloud identification
chart, and tested their theories on why temperature differs around the school.

Energy was the major focus
in Grade 11 with research
being conducted into
feasible, sustainable, and
alternate energy for South
Africa. The world’s energy
balance and pressure
systems were also created in
chalk on the tarmac outside.

The Grade 12s visited the Seth
Mokitimi Seminary to critically
inspect the virtues of a green
building in mitigating the
effects of urban climates on the
environment. They also visited
the Msunduzi River to conduct
tests on the water quality of
the river for their research task.

Faith
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HISTORY
“We are not makers of history, we are made by history” – Martin Luther King Jnr

D

espite starting the year online, Mrs Jessica Liebenberg
has done a sterling job with our junior historians. The
Grade 8s enjoyed learning about Marie Antoinette and
the French Revolution and continued the tradition of creating
outrageous hairstyles which were presented in a poster format.
They also produced stunning heritage posters and beautiful
timelines that will decorate the History classroom, once the
Covid-19 pandemic is a thing of the past.
The annual Grade 9 trip to the Durban Holocaust Centre had to
be modified due to the Covid-19 pandemic, with staff members
from the Centre travelling to Epworth instead. The pupils spent
the day listening to incredible stories of the Holocaust, and
appreciated learning from a variety of historical sources. The
municipal elections inspired the pupils to create their own
unique political parties, and many a persuasive propaganda
technique was used effectively to win over their classmates.
Great fun was had by the Grade 10s who put Hernan Cortez on
trial. They practised their analytical and oratory skills and learnt
about the conquest of the Aztecs along the way. The pupils also
enjoyed learning about a variety of historical events, ranging
from the Great Depression to the Rwandan genocide, all the
while practising the skills needed for their Grade 11 and 12
years.

Grade 8 hairstyles
The evolution of vaccines

Grade 9 oral
presentation

Grade 11 is about contextualising the Grade 12 curriculum,
and the pupils enjoyed learning about the superpowers in
the making, and how nationalism can play a significant role in
understanding conflict and war. Owing to volume of content
covered in Grade 12 History, the Grade 11s began their
Grade 12 journey in the third term of 2021.
Our biggest History intake thus far, the Grade 12s worked
tirelessly all year (despite online learning, the unrest and
Covid-19 fatigue) on perfecting their historical skills and
content knowledge. The senior sub-examiner for Paper 1, Paul
Venter, paid our Grade 12s a visit and shared some pointers
on preparing for their final examinations. The Grade 12s are a
remarkable group of historians who have shown resilience and
grit this year and we look forward to their continued success in
the future!
Mrs Tessa Orchard

Grade 10 court case

Grade 12 historians
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ISIZULU

T

he Grade 12 IsiZulu pupils had an opportunity
to watch a live performance of their prescribed
literature play produced by Viva Lè Artiste
actors. The live performance gave life and meaning
to the characters, setting and story line. This gave
visual pupils an opportunity to see the information
they need to process, auditory pupils an opportunity
to listen to the information they need to process and
provided a great summary which all the pupils could
recall effortlessly during the final examination.

The live performance was an excellent portrayal of
the criminal activities that take place in the township
of eMpangeni in KwaZulu-Natal by a ringleader KK. He,
with the help of a young schoolboy, Mzwakhe, got into
criminal activities to take care of his younger sister
after their mother died, leaving them with a father
who was a drunkard. At the end, they get arrested
and imprisoned for 40 years. The end answers the
question of the title Iqonde Kuphi Le Ndlela? (Where
is this road leading to?).

Viva Lè Artiste actors with the Grade 12 IsiZulu pupils

Scenes from the live performance
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Treats after the play
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ISIZULU

The Grade 11 IsiZulu pupils had to put their creative skills to the test and make a brochure to market their new
company. The brochure had to include the name of the company, the product or services offered, pricing, contact
details and a logo. A brochure is one of the short transactional pieces that the pupils must learn, and what better
way to learn it by using their IT skills in the process?

Amahle Buthelezi

Nikita Badul

Nokwanda Shongwe

Yolisa Yeni

The Grade 10s had to do a presentation about their favourite celebrity for their oral. To integrate Information
Technology skills in their orals, they used Microsoft PowerPoint to prepare the presentation. They had to
include images or videos of their favourite celebrity.

Linamandla Mazwane
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ISIZULU

Each term the Grade 9s are given a theme which is then incorporated into reading, writing and poetry. In Term 1
the theme was Imicimbi (celebrations), follwed by Ezokuthutha (transport) in Term 2 and Izimpande zami (My
Roots) in Term 3. The pupils enjoyed the theme Izimpande Zami the most, as this gave them an opprtunity to find
themselves and get to know more about their own roots and the diverse heritage of their peers.

Siqiniseko Mngoma

Thandolwethu Zondi

Zeqophelo Ndlovu

Vuyolwethu (Oladayo) Yusuf

Omphile Sithole, Amahle Ntuli, Emihle Notshweleka and Abenathi Nsele doing their presentations

The Grade 8 pupils love to read in order to build their vocabulary and fine-tune their spelling and punctuation skills.
Reading helps the pupils to develop literacy skills at an early age, as well as stimulate imagination and curiosity.
For their orals, pupils were given the opportunity to share what their books were about with their classmates. This
helps the teacher to identify whether they have understood what they have read. Reading under the trees in a
comfortable space makes the reading exercise even more enjoyable.

Mrs Zoleka Zwane
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LIFE ORIENTATION

L

ife Orientation covers the development of physical skills
through Physical Education as well as the development
of essential skills for life through Life Skills. Through this
subject, pupils are guided in the process of self-development.
In Life Skills this year, each grade focused on key elements,
regardless of the theme being presented. Discussions focused
on providing insight that can contribute to the development of
personal character. Guest speakers have provided presentations
on study skills, as academic performance contributes
significantly to the development of self.
The Grade 8s focused on self-awareness. They looked at selfimage and friendships. The focus then shifted to study skills and
learning styles, helping pupils to develop a unique approach
to learning. Sexuality and puberty were addressed, creating
awareness of the changes and challenges associated with this
developmental phase. Lastly, we focused on self-talk in order to
be more aware of our internal dialogue. With the year starting
online, the physical education syllabus shifted slightly, and the
pupils covered various topics including nutrition, soccer, gym
orientation and lifesaving.
The Grade 9s looked at the dangers of social media in Term 1. A
short, accredited course was completed, with pupils learning
about the boundaries between sharing/oversharing of personal
information and criminal behaviour, to protect themselves
and others online. The focus shifted to emotional intelligence,
helping pupils gain insight into their own functioning and that of
others. Term 3 addressed careers, subject choice, and conflict
resolution. Discussions on what the various concepts entail,
the link between, and how to approach the two, were explored.
Lastly, the focus was on identity and stereotypes. During
physical education lessons, the pupils looked at ethics in sport,
orienteering, fitness testing, and diving.
Personal wellbeing was the Grade 10 focus in Terms 1 and 2,
including personal branding and a healthy lifestyle. The aim was

to help pupils identify the image they present and to encourage
an awareness of their behaviour. Healthy lifestyle was covered
to focus on the importance of a balanced life. Term 3 looked at
social rights and injustices and Term 4 at understanding
risky behaviours. A presentation on study skills was done by
an external company, highlighting effective study techniques.
The physical education focus was on general sports coaching,
gender inequality in sport and water polo.
In Term 1 the Grade 11s looked at personal wellbeing and
managing stress. In Term 2, the transition from school to work
was explored and in Term 3, understanding leadership and
preparation for the working world was covered, including the
writing of a curriculum vitae and interview skills. Pupils had the
opportunity to participate in the work experience programme
where they observed professionals in their fields of interest.
In Term 4, tertiary education options were explored. External
organisations gave presentations on study skills. The pupils
drew up fitness programmes, studied leadership in sport and
did artistic swimming during physical education lessons.
The Grade 12s are required to complete a portfolio which
includes a number of tasks set by the IEB. In addition to the
portfolio, one examination is written. The pupils started the
year by compiling a visual personal mission statement and
then completing a source-based test in preparation for their
final task. In Term 3, the focus was on the CAT task, which was
comprised of source-based questions and a research task. The
CAT theme for 2021 was “Changing the Dialogue”. The final task
for the year was the CAT B examination. As part of the Physical
Education component of the subject, pupils were required to
compile an exercise journal. During physical education, the
Grade 12s completed a Fit for Life programme which looked at
basic swimming, aqua workouts, own body weight training and
self-defence to prepare them to exercise during all stages of life.
Mrs Tracy Bratley

Grade 8
identity
cubes

Conflict resolution
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MATHEMATICS AND MATHEMATICAL LITERACY

T

his year the Grade 8 mathematics pupils were tasked
with coming up with assignments which incorporated
the theme, “Roots”. With precision typical of
mathematicians, we realised we could also use the word
routes. This enabled us to become more creative!
At the start of the year we introduced the concept of integers.
The visual for this is a number line. What better way to use
the word roots than to use it with integers on a timeline of
important events in the pupils’ lives! This had a threefold
outcome: first, the concept of integers was worked into a reallife explanation, second, we explored meaningful events in the

Faith

Compassion

pupils’ lives which had contributed to the root of who they are
currently, and last, we got to know each other better through
learning what was important in every pupil’s life.
Later in the year, when geometric concepts were introduced,
we explored creating towns using knowledge of shapes and
parallel lines. As imaginary mayors, the pupils created lovely
towns! The last step in the assignment was to explain routes
to various places in their town to a visitor. The pupils did an
amazing job, while learning difficult concepts!
Ms Juliet Imbayago
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MATHEMATICS AND MATHEMATICAL LITERACY
The Grade 9s were able to check their understanding of the gradient of a straight line and
factorising trinomials by playing a variety of games of Kahoot on their cell phones and laptops.

The Grade 10s had fun in the sun while working in groups on the properties of quadrilaterals.

The Grade 10 Mathematical Literacy pupils worked
on a data handling assignment that required
preparatory research on the number of pupils in their
class who had different eye colours.
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MATHEMATICS AND MATHEMATICAL LITERACY
The Grade 11s made beautiful posters for their assessment on measurement. They also
learnt how to type, design, and draw different types of three-dimensional diagrams.

Grade 11 Mathematical Literacy
pupils worked enthusiastically on
a data handling assessment.
<

The Grade 12 Mathematical Literacy pupils worked
towards preparing for their final examinations.
They used a variety of resources as they practised
many past papers shared by local schools in
Pietermaritzburg and across South Africa.
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MUSIC

T

he Grade 8 Music programme implemented last year continues to
flourish and the Grade 8 pupils were split into practical groups of voice,
clarinet, and keyboard. Along with learning to play their instruments, they
also studied music literacy to better understand how to read music notation
and they looked at the elements of music in music appreciation. This lays a
good foundation for the work covered in Grade 9 where, this year, along with
becoming more proficient in their instruments, the Grade 9 pupils used their
understanding of the elements of music to analyse what makes their favourite
music work. They also used their skills to complete research on the lives of some
of history’s most influential female composers and had great fun exploring the
characteristics of traditional African music, a topic covered in more depth in
Grade 11. This culminated in a drumming workshop in Term 4 where they had a
chance to put their skill and knowledge into practice.
The Grade 10 and 11 pupils focused on expanding their understanding of music
theory with both grades choosing to work above the minimum IEB level for their
grade. This involves learning about advanced music theories such as harmonic
analysis, figured bass, and tonal and atonal composition. They also composed
their own music, and learnt to improvise in various ways on their instruments.
The Grade 10s explored how the instruments we know today evolved and how
traditional musical forms such as the symphony came into being. The Grade
11s looked at what made the music of the 19th century so interesting and took a
deeper look at the inner workings of African music and jazz.

Grade 8
Film music mind maps

Kiyara Odayan

The Grade 12 pupils were well aware of what lay ahead of them this year
and committed themselves to preparing for their final examinations. Their
theoretical work involved looking at how both the genres of opera and musical
theatre have been used to comment on society and pupils undertook an
extensive study of a number of jazz styles. Consolidating their knowledge from
previous grades, the Grade 12s also studied modern South African styles of
music and the influence they have had on our country’s history.
Mr Simon Bester

Leah Job

Grade 12s, Meghann Oldfield and Alida Esterhuizen
preparing for their trial practical exams

Grade 9s working on their music literacy in the keyboard lab
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SCIENCES
LIFE SCIENCES AND NATURAL SCIENCES (GRADE 8)

T

his year has again been an upside-down year. As we
started and ended the year wearing masks, it has not
done anyone any good, and therefore the theme for the
Sciences department in 2021 was, “We are survivors!”.
The Grade 12s survived learning about protein synthesis,
genetics and giving birth in the human reproduction section.
They were also amazed at how humans have survived in the
section on evolution.
The Grade 11s survived by making their own cottage cheese
and tasting preservatives that include micro-organisms.

Grade 11 indicator test

Lastly, the Grade 8s survived their first year in the Sciences
department and became scientists in the true sense of
the word by doing experiments. These experiments were
conducted outside to ensure compliance with the social
distancing requirements of the Covid-19 protocols.
Ms Ingrid Bunge

Grade 11s making cottage cheese

Grade 10 dissections

Grade 10 dissections

Grade 10 experiment

Grade 8 experiments
Faith

The Grade 10s survived learning how to deal with the volume
of work covered and becoming familiar with biological
language. They also survived dissections.

Grade 8 origami frogs

Grade 8 experiments
Compassion

Courage
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SCIENCES
PHYSICAL SCIENCES

T

he Grade 12 portfolio was reduced this year due to
the Covid-19 pandemic, so the Alternative Task was
removed. However, the pupils did get to determine
acceleration due to gravity for the Physics component, using
two different methods and comparing the accuracy of each.
For the Chemistry portfolio piece, they experimented
with different electrochemical cells to investigate which
combination would produce the highest electromotive force
(EMF) and the best battery.
One pupil was overheard saying in a rather surprised tone,
“So the theory is actually true; it does work”. Yes, we do like to
teach the truth, especially in Science.
The Grade 11 syllabus this year has been a full one, rich in
content and practical work. It is important in that it makes up
more than half of the content which is tested in the IEB final
examinations for Physical Sciences in Grade 12. Our pupils have
experimented with forces, specifically friction, for the Physics
component. In Chemistry, they discovered the different factors
that affect the rate of reactions. They also used a combination
of an online simulation as well as performing their own
titrations with hydrated oxalic acid and sodium hydroxide.
The Grade 10s started the year off by revising the important
scientific skills that are needed for Physical Sciences. They then
looked at the basics of chemistry which included mixtures
and solutions, atoms, elements, compounds and the periodic
table. The trends of the periodic table were studied and then
demonstrated outside near the tennis courts, where there
were shrieks of delight when the potassium reacted with water
to produce potassium hydroxide and hydrogen gas which, due
to the exothermic nature of the reaction, caught alight, making
a wonderful popping sound.

In Grade 9, the pupils are exposed to a wide variety of natural
sciences, such as body systems, chemistry, forces, electricity
and how to save electricity. We also looked at the lithosphere
and the mining of chemical compounds from their ores. Our
resident rock specialist, Mrs Sue Thompson, spent some time
sharing her passion with the class and showing them a wide
variety of rock samples.
The Grade 9s were also encouraged to express themselves
using any form of chosen media for the Academic Showcase
projects on the “Route of a Glucose Molecule” for the Life
Sciences portion of Natural Sciences, and on the “Route of an
Electron” for the Physical Sciences portion of Natural Sciences.
The result produced an impressive array of interesting projects
which included digital animations, hand-drawn cartoons,
poetry, posters, creative stories and a variety of presentations.
We had two student teachers join our Grade 9 classes
this year. They had the opportunity to prepare lessons,
assessments and co-teach in order to gain some invaluable
experience for their studies. Ms Prudence Mathebula prepared
a fun practical on forces where the pupils used spring balances
to weigh different items as well as investigate frictional
forces. Ms Lauren Beghin focused on the Grade 9 topic of the
excretory system, this being an extension of the section on
body systems, and she gave an introduction to Grade 10 Life
Sciences.
The Grade 7 Fun Day is a day that we look forward to each
year at which we get to introduce prospective pupils to the
fun experiments we do in Physical Sciences. This year we had
the opportunity to experiment with household ingredients to
make silly putty.
Ms Ingrid Bunge

EMF practical

Acid-base
titrations

Friction practical
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Reaction practical
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Reactivity of Group 1 metals with water

Learning about rocks
Humana

Making silly putty
Fortis

TECHNOLOGY: IT, CODING AND KEY SKILLS

Grade 8

W

IT | CODING | KEY SKILLS

e pride ourselves on ensuring that our
Grade 8 pupils are ready to tackle their
high school careers in the Information
Age. We have three subjects under the technology
umbrella: Information Technology (IT), Coding, and
Key Skills.
IT focuses on activities that deal with the solution
to problems through logical thinking, information
management and communication. Our focus for
this year has been on enabling our pupils to use
the Microsoft Office Suite proficiently and with
ease. This includes using Microsoft Word to create
tables, correctly layout a bibliography and the use of
formatting tools to present their work in a pleasing
manner. We explored the world of Microsoft Excel
to create simple graphs and use basic functions and

I

Grade 9

IT

n Grade 9, our pupils expand on their computer
skills and develop a creative outlook on IT and its
use in the real world. They are tasked with creating
a fictional brand, a PowerPoint presentation of their
brand’s identity and a working website for their brand
using Wix. These websites had to include a home page,
an about us section and product page; all of which the
Grade 9s executed with style.

formulas to help analyse data and information. IT
would not be complete without learning about design,
and our Grade 8s produced exceptional Academic
Showcase invitations using Canva and Adobe Spark.
Coding is described as the writing of instructions
for computation using a programming language
to achieve a specific goal or to solve a problem. At
Epworth, we focus on the use of HTML, with the idea
that our pupils could go on to develop computer
programmes, mobile applications and websites with
this foundational knowledge.
Key Skills runs in the first and second term and allows
our pupils to become familiar with their computers
and learn to type quickly. The online platform, typing.
com, is used for this training. We introduced typing.
com this year as it offers our pupils unlimited typing
resources and typing games which are fun and build
muscle memory for typing.

The Grade 9s also expanded on their Microsoft Excel
skills with the creation of more complex graphs, which
were used for a Geography assignment.
We ended the school year with a project about the
impact of technology. The pupils chose a topic that
they felt needed to be explored at school, then,
adopting either a positive or negative stance, they
taught their peers about that particular topic and their
angle on it.

Mrs Kate Hudson-Stretch

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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ACADEMIC EXTENSION: DEBATING
Head of Debating:
Olivia (Faye) Crawford
Deputy Head of Debating:
Reabetswe Pekile

E

pworth’s debaters shone as
brightly as ever this year, even as
debating went online. Reabetswe
Pekile was a trialist for the Senior
KwaZulu-Natal squad for the third time
in her high school career. Sibongakonke
Malinga (Grade 11) was also a trialist
and performed incredibly well. Olivia
(Faye) Crawford captained the South
African National Team at the Online
World Schools’ Debating Championship,
ranking 12th in her division and 3rd in
Africa.
Epworth’s junior speakers were
Sahana Khan, Neha Heeralal, Nikiwe
von Luttichou, Kathleen Munro,
Nompumelelo Memela, Courteney

Winners of the James Dray Shield –
Tyra-Leigh Maskell, Kathleen Munro
and Courteney Raeburn

Raeburn, Tyra-Leigh Maskell, Omphile
Sithole, Molly Jonsson and Crystal
Goodfellow. Kathleen Munro and
Omphile Sithole achieved a number
of best speaker awards, while
Kathleen Munro, Courteney Raeburn
and Crystal Goodfellow were Junior
Pietermaritzburg League semi-finalists
and Sahana Khan, Neha Heeralal and
Omphile Sithole were runners-up.
Omphile Sithole was a trialist for the
Junior KwaZulu-Natal squad. These
pupils must be congratulated on their
achievements.

AWARDS
School Trophy for Debating
and Public Speaking
Olivia (Faye) Crawford
Head of Debating's Award
Pekile Ikhona
Our Grade 8Reabetswe
debaters included
Selection to the KZN Junior Team
Christy Govender
Junior Debater of the Year
Kathleen Munro
Top Speaker in Pietermaritzburg
Senior Debating League
Olivia (Faye) Crawford
Runners-up of the Pietermaritzburg
Grade 8 Debating League
Asanda Zuma, Christy Govender and
Thembelihle Mthenjana
Runners-up of the Pietermaritzburg
Junior Debating League
Neha Heeralal, Sahana Khan
and Omphile Sithole
Grade 8 Debater of the Year
Christy Govender

Keswa, Siyamothanda Tshabalala, Stacey
Geyser, Samkelo Mzila, Christy Govender,
Thembelihle Mthenjana and Asanda
Zuma. They had a successful first year in
debating: Thembelihle Mthenjana was
selected to represent Pietermaritzburg
at the KwaZulu-Natal Junior Provincial
Championships, and Christy Govender
represented KwaZulu-Natal at the
Junior National Championships. Christy
Govender, Thembelihle Mthenjana and
Asanda Zuma were the runners-up in
the Grade 8 Pietermaritzburg Debating
League and achieved several best
speaker awards between them.
No matter their achievements on paper,
each individual can be extremely proud
of what they have learnt this year. Special
thanks to Mrs Heidi Johnson and Ms
Sunusha Moodley for their contributions
to debating in 2021.
Olivia (Faye) Crawford

School Trophy for Debating
and Public Speaking winner,
Olivia (Faye) Crawford

Junior and Senior debating dinner
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ACADEMIC EXTENSION: EARTH ACTIVE
Head of Earth Active: Bonnie Smith

CAMPUS TREE AUDIT

T

he Covid-19 pandemic once again limited the activities
regarding our outreach programmes this year, but we still
were able to create awareness talks on environmental
issues. World Turtle day highlighted the plight of turtles and our
responsibility to protect them.
Another campaign initiated by Earth Active was the SPCA
money collection tins. This was well supported.
An exciting new development in our recycling village is the
addition of a We-collect bin, for the recycling of discarded fabric
including blankets, clothes, and shoes.

T

he school undertook an audit of all the trees on
campus as part of a project to label them and to
eventually produce a map. The audit revealed
that we have over 800 trees on campus, representing
150 different species. Mr John Roff, a transformative
nature guide and tree expert, has labelled
approximately 100 trees with their scientific, English,
Afrikaans and isiZulu names along with QR codes that
link to the South African National Biodiversity Institute
(SANBI) website.

A big thank you must go to our Epworth community. Please
continue to support these initiatives.
Bonnie Smith

Nikita Badul identifying trees with Mr John Roff

SPCA collection

ACADEMIC EXTENSION: FIRST AID COURSE

T

this year the pupils
were afforded the
opportunity to attend
the first aid programme
offered by Turtle Life Support.
This accredited programme
combines an online theory
module with a practical skills
workshop, offered on three
levels. It was a wonderful
opportunity for the pupils
to augment their academic
knowledge with practical life
skills. Well done to the pupils
who were awarded their First
Aid certificates.
Sr Annelies Köhne
Faith

FIRST AID CERTIFICATION
LEVEL 1
Emily Blumrick
Deborah Colenbrander
Robyn Curry
Jenna Dillon
Tannith Gafney
Gabriella Goslett
Thabiso Gwiji
Bella Hackland
Bianca Hillermann
Anna Hobden
Diyajal Maharaj
Erin Mester
Pooja Morar
Chloé Morton
Kathleen Munro
Kelly Naudé

LEVEL 1
Meghann Oldfield
Courteney Raeburn
Tamlynn Roseveare
Kim Schütte
Robin van Heerden
Margaréte Zietsman

Compassion

LEVEL 2
Jenna Curry
Njalo Nombembe
LEVEL 3
Vumile Dlamini
Debra Moffett
Kayleigh Schmidt

Practising First Aid skills

Courage

83

ACADEMIC EXTENSION: INTERACT
Interact President: Meghann Oldfield
Interact Vice-president: Pooja Morar
Secretary: Abbigale van Rooyen
Treasurer: Nomvuzo Nkwanyana

D

espite the ongoing challenges
of the Covid-19 pandemic, the
Interact team of 2021 managed
to remain hopeful and motivated and
had a very successful year. We started off
the year with our school shoe collection
drive, through which school shoes were
donated by our school community to
Youth for Christ.
Interact started Thursdays in Black (TIB)
at school, in which pupils were asked
to wear black civvies on Thursdays as a
show of our stand against gender-based
violence (GBV). Later this was changed
from wearing black clothes to wearing an
anti-GBV or TIB badge on Thursday as a
representation of our opposition to GBV.

To spread the word further than
Epworth, the Interact team partnered
with 1st for Women and created a
flash-mob dance set to the song, My
Body, which had been rebooted in

School shoe collection

2020 by local artists Lira, Juliet Harding,
Mariechan and Gigi LaMayne. This was
a whole school project in which every
pupil was asked to participate to express
their objection to GBV. In order to spread
awareness, Epworth challenged other
schools throughout South Africa to make
their own videos using the same song.
This was Interact’s biggest project for the
year and was enthusiastically supported
throughout the school. 1st For Women
presented Epworth with R10 000 to

AWARDS

Our Full Stop Campaign saw us raising
money for sanitary products for
young women to ensure that they
can attend school the whole year. The
sanitary products were donated to
Georgetown High School in Edendale,
with whom Epworth has a long-standing
relationship. The gratitude expressed
by the girls of Georgetown High School
was overwhelming and made for a
memorable visit by our Interact team in
June this year.

Interact President’s Award
Meghann Oldfield
Commitment and Dedication to
Interact Activities
Zamathembu Mdladla
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana
Olsen Interact Trophy
Hannah Govender
Rotary Service Above Self Shield
Abbigale van Rooyen

“This year has certainly been challenging
and prevented Interact from carrying out
many of the projects we had planned.
However, I believe that we were still able
to make a difference in our community
this year by making one small change at
a time. I could not have asked for a better
committee with which to tackle 2021 and
have enjoyed every second. Thank you
everyone for all of your hard work.” –
Meghann Oldfield.
All the best to the 2022 Interact team!

donate to a charity of its choice. The

Abbigale van Rooyen with her shield

#StandUpToGBV Thursdays in Black
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Interact committee chose to give the
money to the Jes Foord Foundation.

Meghann Oldfield

Interact noticeboard

Thursdays in Black for #StandUpToGBV
Humana

Fortis

ACADEMIC EXTENSION: LET’S TALK

T

he Let’s Talk programme was
formalised this year with a regular
session scheduled once a week for
all grades. The four focus areas this year
were LGBTQIA+, racism, gender-based
violence (GBV) and mental health issues
which were suggested by pupils at the
end of 2020.

My Body and we needed to ensure that
all pupils understood what they were
taking a stand against with the dance.
Unfortunately, Term 3 was cut short due
to lockdown and the riots in the city, and

October was Mental Health Awareness
month and different mental health
issues were tackled. The small group
discussions gave pupils and staff an
opportunity to share stories of their own
struggles and victories.

LGBTQIA+ issues were tackled in Term 1
with the Grade 8s working slowly through
basic social justice terminology. Past
pupil, Jessica Freedman, was invited to
speak about her journey as part of the
LGBTQIA+ community and was asked
many questions by the current pupils.
The focus in Term 2 was on racism, with a
short interlude on GBV, as 1st for Women
had invited Epworth to participate in
an online flash-mob dance to the song,

Let’s Talk took a different direction. It
became evident that space was needed
for the Epworth community to unpack
the trauma of the riots and focus on
mental well-being before continuing with
the topic of racism.

The Let’s Talk sessions continue to be
spaces for uncomfortable, yet vital,
conversations in our community which
help us on our journey towards making
Epworth a place where all belong and
feel understood.
Let’s Talk noticeboard

Ms Moira Filmer

ACADEMIC EXTENSION: THE PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Head of The President’s Award:
Skyelar Klomfass

T

he President’s Award is a
prestigious award that is
recognised internationally. This
award not only teaches you a balanced
lifestyle but also allows
you to learn skills that
can help with character
building.

for achieving her Gold Award and also
to Tamlynn Roseveare for achieving her
Bronze Award. They should both be
commended on their efforts and hard
work in achieving these great results.
The President’s Award recipients
Tamlynn Roseveare
and Sibongakonke Malinga

This year our committee
consisted of four
eager participants but
unfortunately due to
Covid-19 the pupils were
not able to participate
and engage in as many
activities as they would
have liked.

The President’s Award is truly an amazing
opportunity for growth. As Sibongakonke
said in her speech to the school, “The
President’s Award has offered immense
benefit to me, and I honestly do owe
much of my character development
to my involvement in the Award. It is
through the Award, that
I have learnt valuable
lessons, worked with
people that I am now
proud to call my friends
and made many life-long
memories along the way,
this is the beauty of The
President’s Award.”
I look forward to seeing
the future growth of The
President’s Award and am
very encouraged by the
many recent enrolments.

Congratulations go to
Sibongakonke Malinga
Faith

Skyelar Klomfass
Compassion

Courage
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ACADEMIC EXTENSION: MEDIA CENTRE

Greek Myths display

Shakespeare Day display

Out of Africa display

Head of Library: Imogen Cunningham
Deputy Head of Library: Sisanda Msebe

great interest to all visitors to the Media
Centre.

he Media Centre was transformed
into an interesting and colourful
space in 2021 with an array of
book displays. Imogen Cunningham set
up a fun, innovative display themed on
Netflix, called Bookflix. Sisanda Msebe
tied in her colourful display with the
Term 2 Let’s Talk theme of LGBTQIA+.
A new monitor, Jenna Kunz, put up a
clever and creative Takealot of Books
display, playing on the concept of the
online shop, Takealot. In the last term,
Sisanda put up an interesting display on
racism as explored in fiction.

The Grade 8 Reading Club programme
was taken up with great gusto by the
Grades 8s, with two pupils fiercely vying
for 1st place, both reading an impressive
number of books. The prize was awarded
to Kiyara Odayan, at the final book club
meeting. As both the top contenders
were in 8B, helped by the rest of their
classmates, 8B won the prize for the class
that read the most books.

T

The Out of Africa book display, featuring
books written by Africans, in particular
South Africans, garnered much attention,
while the Shakespeare Day display tied
into the current Covid-19 pandemic, with
quotations about masks and plague by
Shakespeare printed on oversized masks.
A colourful Life Stories display, playing
on the theme of newspapers, promoted
biographies. The influence of ancient
Greek mythology in contemporary
literature, including popular novels such
as Percy Jackson and the Hunger Games,
was explored in the display, Greek Myths
–Adapted and Retold.
In Term 2, the Media Centre played host
to the Grade 8 recycling projects and to
their History timeline projects in Term 3.
The innovative and fun projects were of

Fida

Pop-up libraries were introduced in
Term 3. Mrs Elise Morton visited the
grades in their tea venues with a trolley
of books, banners, and bunting, selling
books and reading to the pupils.

Read at Tea

The library monitors marked World Read
Aloud Day with videos of themselves
reading favourite book excerpts.

Reading club winners: Leah Job (runner-up),
Hannah van Deventer (lucky draw winner)
and Kiyara Odayan (winner)

Pop-up libraries
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The Grade 8 research and referencing
programme was expanded into a
15-lesson programme this year and was
received with much enthusiasm despite
it covering uncomfortable subjects
such as plagiarism and the difficult and
pedantic skill of referencing. Mrs Elise
Morton introduced an expanded media
and information literacy programme for
the Grade 9s. The aim of the programme
was to equip the pupils with the skills to
evaluate information for credibility and
veracity. The topics explored included
perspective, opinion and reporting, bias,
fake news and misinformation, filter
bubbles and cognitive biases. The pupils
were given strategies with which to
approach the analysis of sources, along
with tips and tricks to help them navigate
media and information in the digital age.

National Book Week in September was
celebrated with a “Read at Tea” event at
which the Library crew, dressed as book
characters, ran literature quizzes and
handed out bookmarks. It was a festive
occasion and great fun was had by all.
Mrs Elise Morton

Library Monitors at work
Humana
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PERFORMING ARTS

PERFORMING ARTS: OVERVIEW
Head of Performing Arts:
Suthukazi Memela
Deputy Head of Performing Arts:
Olivia (Faye) Crawford
“Curtain down on 2020, GO*.
#performingarts2020 is a wrap.
Curtain up on 2021, GO.”

W

e started 2021 with a new
school executive, new pupil
leadership and a new head of
Whole School Performing Arts. That was
quite a plot twist, even aside from the
Covid-19 pandemic. So, it was a big step
into an unrehearsed show, with many
scenes/days needing to be improvised,
but that is the thing about the Performing
Arts, we never miss a deadline – the
show is booked, the rehearsals begin,
the curtain rises, and the performance
happens!
We adapted to one of the largest events in
human history for the second year running
and still produced or were involved in
multiple performances across all of our
disciplines.
Act 1: The show does go on, and curtains
do go up, even if the show is online. We
managed to produce two theatre shows
The Cagebirds and Diversions, and be
involved with Maritzburg College’s
production, The Show Must Go Online.
Act 2: Online dance performances;
St Anne’s College #digiFUNK2021 and
our own #ExperiDance 2021 in which
all our dance companies, including our
brand new Hip-Hop Dance Company
crew performed alongside invited dance
companies in an online showcase. Our
LiveArt dancers choreographed the
Interact-driven video against genderbased violence that Epworth submitted
as an entry in 1st For Women’s
#StandUptoGBV challenge. A whole
school performance for which the school
won first prize.
Act 3: Live music performances before an
audience were briefly possible, with our
string ensemble performing a lunchtime
concert in collaboration with St Charles
College. Marimba bands performed
at important school functions, and we
produced an online Marimbas to the Max.
Our ensembles and Grade 12 subject
music pupils performed live at the Grade
12 end-of- year ceremonies. So wonderful
to have live performances! It raised our
spirits!
88
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Speech Day included a virtual
performance of our Senior Choir
performing We Mama kaBafana and
the Cantabile Choir performed in person
during the Grade 12 Leavers’ Communion
service, with a song in tribute to the 2021
Grade 12s. We even managed to squeeze
in an opportunity for the Grade 12 subject
music pupils to visit the Pre-Primary
and share their musical talents with our
budding young musicians.
The SASMT Eisteddfod returned with a
hybrid of recorded and live performances,
and we hosted the Epworth entries in the
Performance Room on campus. We were
thrilled to have 13 high school pupils
participate, with Epworth achieving
nine gold and eight silver certificates.
Alida Esterhuizen, Julia Rowe, Bianca
Hillermann, Rebecca-Jane Rowe and
Hannah Jackson were selected to
participate in the 2021 Best of the
Eisteddfod Concert.
Act 4: Art exhibitions were a hybrid of live
and online presentations. The Grades 8
to 11 art was viewed by pupils in the
High School and presented as an online
exhibition for parents. Pupils from the
Prep School were able to view and be
inspired by the art during their Drama
and Music lessons in the Performing
Arts Centre. The Grade 12 art exhibition
opened the night before Speech Day and
was a resounding success with amazing
art and live music.
Final Act: As I complete this overview of
performing arts at Epworth for 2021, I am
reminded that we all continued to hone
our craft despite the different lockdown
levels thrown at us during the year. We
practised. We sketched. We rehearsed.
We exhibited. We performed. We can
be proud of our achievements and our
creativity, a soothing balm for the soul.
2021 showed us that the Arts continue to
be an important, integral part of society; at
home, at school, in the world. It connects
us as family, friends, and the human race.
“Curtain down on 2021, GO.
#performingarts2021 is a wrap.”
*GO – The word used by stage managers
to cue other technical departments –
lighting cues, curtain cues, performers
cues. Given at the moment the cue should
be executed.
Mrs Sandra Henning,
Head of Performing Arts
Humana
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PERFORMING ARTS: AWARDS
CHOIR
Selection to the KwaZulu-Natal
Midlands Youth Choir
Elihle Dlwati, Emily Freedman,
Molly Jonsson,
Tintswalo Mashaba,
Zanda Ndlazi, Njalo Nombembe,
Lethukwazi Simelane,
and Amahle Sithole
Choir Leader’s Award
Muhle Shabalala
Dedication to Choir
Philasande (Zamokuhle) Mbhele
Most Promising Chorister
Ikhona Keswa
DANCE
Selection to the KZN Midlands
Youth Ballet
Casey Nugent
Dance Leader’s Award
Nosihle Dladla
and Tamlynn Roseveare
Most Improved Junior Dancer
Amelia Nettleton and
Hannah van Deventer
Most Promising Junior Dancer
Siqiniseko Mngoma
and Malebo Phaladi
Most Committed Junior Dancer
Lauren Roseveare
Excellence in Junior Dance
Performance
Chelsea Fell
Commitment to Hip-Hop Dance
Olivia Henning
Enthusiasm and Commitment
to Hip-Hop Dance
Siphokazi Maphumulo
Excellence in Hip-Hop
Dance Leadership
Aphumelele Sineke
For Excellent Performance
in ExperiDance
Demi-Lee Penny
LiveArt Participation for 2 years
Jade Miller
For Leadership and
Resourcefulness in Dance
Aphumelele Sineke and
Abbigale van Rooyen

ENSEMBLES
Selection to the KZN Youth
Orchestra
Keona Duthie and Julia Rowe
Ensemble Leader’s Award
Julia Rowe
Most Improved Ensemble Player
Thandolwethu Gabela and
Rebecca-Jane Rowe
Extraordinary Contribution to
an Ensemble
Alida Esterhuizen
For Leadership and
Resourcefulness in Ensembles
Meghann Oldfield
Honours for Ensembles
Alida Esterhuizen

CORNERSTONE AWARD
For contribution in two or
more areas of Performing Arts
Olivia (Faye) Crawford,
Chloe Dundas-Starr,
Hannah Govender,
Alexi Joubert, Kenya Mask,
Suthukazi Memela,
Tafadzwa Mutomba,
Meghann Oldfield,
Reabetswe Pekile,
Chumile Radebe,
Lindelwe Shabangu and
Aphumelele Sineke

MARIMBAS
Marimba Leader’s Award
Zanda Ndlazi
Most Promising Marimba Player
Amahle Sithole

MAJOR AWARDS
Immelman Dance Trophy
Robyn Curry and Alexi Joubert

Sullivan Award for Musicianship
(awarded to any member of
the school’s musical community
who displays excellent
musicianship)
Alida Esterhuizen

George Marimba Trophy
Lindelwe Shabangu

Wilson Theatre Cup
Suthukazi Memela

THEATRE
Commitment to Epworth Theatre
Reabetswe Pekile
and Chumile Radebe
Best Supporting Actress
Claire Christophers
– The Cage Birds
Best Performer in a Lead Role
Suthukazi Memela
– The Cage Birds
Honours for Theatre
Suthukazi Memela

Dorothy Clowes and Evelyn
Ireland Award for Music
(for most promising junior
musicians)
Rebecca-Jane Rowe and
Onesimo Mamve

The Fiona Fairbairn
Commemorative Trophy
(for Performing Arts activity)
Kenya Mask and 		
Reabetswe Pekile

Winners of the Immelman Dance
Trophy, Robyn Curry and Alexi Joubert

MAJOR AWARDS
The Estella Barry Trophy
for Singing
(awarded to the pupil who has
consistently proven herself to
be an asset to the choir, both in
her vocal contribution and in her
general conduct)
Megan Williams
Tedder Band Musicianship Cup
(awarded to a member of one of
the ensembles who consistently
demonstrates excellent
musicianship)
Meghann Oldfield

Honours for Performing Arts
Reabetswe Pekile

Mildred Odell Trophy
for Solo Singing
(awarded for outstanding vocal
performance, in the choir or in
any musical production or event)
Olivia (Faye) Crawford

Wilson Theatre Cup
winner, Suthukazi Memela

Epworthian Performing
Arts Excellence
(awarded to a pupil who has
achieved excellence in a range of
Performing Arts activities whilst
upholding the Epworth ethos)
Olivia (Faye) Crawford

The Fiona Fairbairn Commemorative Trophy
winners, Reabetswe Pekile and Kenya Mask

PERFORMING ARTS: REPRESENTATIVES
CHOIR

ORCHESTRA

DANCE

KwaZulu-Natal Midlands Youth Choir

KwaZulu-Natal Youth Orchestra

Elihle Dlwati, Emily Freedman, Molly Jonsson,
Tintswalo Mashaba, Zanda Ndlazi, Njalo Nombembe,
Lethukwazi Simelane and Aphumelele Sineke

Keona Duthie and
Julia Rowe

KwaZulu-Natal Midlands
Youth Ballet

Faith

Compassion

Casey Nugent

Courage
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PERFORMING ARTS: DANCE
Head of Dance: Robyn Curry
Deputy Head of Dance: Alexi Joubert

D

ance at Epworth has persevered
this year, despite the restrictions
placed on us during the Covid-19
pandemic. Some classes were hybrid
learning, some were online learning,
but all of them have continued to afford
our pupils the opportunity to express
themselves through this art form.
Junior Dance has thrived this year, with
two groups rehearsing with commitment
throughout the year. The pupils have
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grown their passion for dance through
fun, yet important training, which will
stand them in good stead as they move
into their senior years of dance.
Epworth has been fortunate to introduce
an exciting addition to our co-curricular
programme this year, in the form of
both a hip-hop class and a hip-hop
dance company. It has allowed for more
inclusivity of different type of dance
styles and genres in our dance offerings,
and we look forward to exploring other
ways of including more variety in our
programme in 2022.

Humana

Epworth’s LiveArt Company performed
with rhythm, purpose and energy in
#digiFUNK2021, with the choreography
being a celebration of life and joy. This
theme was continued in the online
#ExperiDance 2021 showcase which
commemorated both the past and
the present in a fun and lively dance.
ExperiDance went digital this year, where
we were able to include pieces from
each of our Junior, LiveArt and Hip-Hop
companies.
Robyn Curry

Fortis

PERFORMING ARTS: MUSIC
CHOIR
Head of Choir: Suthukazi Memela
Deputy Head of Choir: Megan Williams

A

n injustice was committed when
the Covid-19 pandemic forbade
the continuation of choral
communion. With the rise in Covid-19
cases came the dismantlement of the
sacred act of communal singing and
expression. For the most part, both the
Junior and Senior choirs were permitted
to meet, but not sing.
However, as government regulations
eased, so were the limitations that had
been placed upon the choirs, and we

Faith

were fortunately able to produce three
performances.
The Senior Choir performed a sorrowful
ode of We Mama kaBafana, a piece
dedicated to a fictional mother,
expressing the remorse of a woman who
murdered the mother’s abusive son,
her lover, in self-protection. This was a
virtual performance for Speech Day.
For the first time in a long time, the High
School Choir was divided into Junior,
Senior and Cantabile choirs. The Junior
Choir made an astounding debut with
a school chapel performance of Bring
Me Little Water Sylvie and the Cantabile

Compassion

Choir resurfaced, performing an
empowering piece, Warrior, during the
Grade 12 Leavers’ Communion Service,
in dedication to the class of 2021.
Although 2021 came with many
unexpected events, there was much
for which to be grateful. This included
Mr Simon Bester, who in his role as
Conductor of Choirs pushed the choirs
to maximise their fullest potential after
not having sung as a choir in a year. He
united us and moulded us into the choirs
we once were and for that, gratitude is
extended.
Suthukazi Memela

Courage
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PERFORMING ARTS: MUSIC
ENSEMBLES
Head of Ensembles: Meghann Oldfield
Deputy Head of Ensembles: Alida Esterhuizen

H

igh spirits were kept by both String Ensemble and Jazz
Band players this year. Although we did not perform
in many concerts, we played our hearts out during
rehearsals and got through a large range of pieces, from The
Greatest Showman Medley to the Pink Panther.
The String Ensemble did have an opportunity, between the
various Covid-19 restrictions, to perform with the St Charles
College String Ensemble in front of the school. Everyone enjoyed
this lovely picnic afternoon and the music that was played.

There was an opportunity during the very special Grade 12
final ceremonies for both ensembles and the Flute Quartet to
perform live in front of an audience.
This year has been very
productive and enjoyable,
despite the pandemic.
I wish all the best for the
ensembles next year and
pray that they have more
chances to express their
musical talents.
Meghann Oldfield

MARIMBAS
Head of Marimbas: Lindelwe Shabangu
Deputy Head of Marimbas: Kenya Mask

L

ike all the other activities at Epworth, Marimbas were
also greatly affected by the pandemic. We were not
discouraged, and our school’s motto of Faith Compassion
Courage, inspired us to work harder to be innovative and keep
the high standards of Marimbas at Epworth.
The beginning of the year was full of uncertainty for many
reasons, one being the Covid-19 restriction levels, and the other
being the auditions to join the marimba bands. Fortunately, we
were given an opportunity to perform in front of the school for
Valentine’s Day. This much-needed exposure encouraged the
pupils to audition for Marimbas and boost our numbers. Our
most significant performance was on Open Day. Not only were
we performing for the pupils, but we performed in front of
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parents. We were then given the opportunity and privilege to
perform at the induction service of our new principal, Mrs Tracey
Munro; it was a very special memory. The pupils worked very
hard and gave their all in these performances. With hard work,
two hours of practice a week, lots of brainstorming and the
chopping and changing of songs, we became a strong, dedicated
group that made sure to deliver the best sounds to our audience.
Unfortunately, we were not able to participate in this year’s
International Marimba and Steel Pan Competition, but we did
end the year with all our marimba bands performing in
Epworth’s online Marimbas to the Max 2021 and a final
performance at Speech Day. We look forward to 2022 where the
marimba bands can continue to showcase their hard work and
keep our Marimba flag flying high.
Lindelwe Shabangu

Humana
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PERFORMING ARTS: THEATRE
Head of Theatre: Suthukazi Memela
Deputy Head of Theatre: Olivia (Faye) Crawford

H

opes, dreams, and goals were crushed when 2021 turned
out to be ‘2020 2.0’. It was not the fresh start and return
to the once-known normal for which we all so yearned.
Instead, 2021 served as another opportunity to practise
patience, resilience, understanding and creativity, both on
an individual and departmental scale.

Fortunately, Performing Arts at Epworth, once again
did well in swiftly adapting to the changing Covid-19
regulations. This was evident in the production of
theatre projects such as The Cagebirds, Diversions
and our involvement in The Show Must Go Online,
an inter-school collaborative work with Maritzburg
College. Although Grotowski’s treasured intimate

Faith

actor-audience relationship had to, regretfully, be done away
with, we were grateful to still have been able to bring narratives
to life as seen in the Grades 11 and 12 works.
Appreciation and gratitude must be extended towards Mrs
Sandra Henning and Mrs Tamlyn Calder for their perseverance
and honest dedication towards the Arts. Not only would the
productions have remained a mere vision without them, but
these two inspirational teachers have kept theatre a
space for both social development and individual
exploration and enlightenment.
However, without a cast, there is no show! Therefore,
shoutout to the Grades 11 and 12 casts who put in the
teamwork to make the dream work. Without them,
theatre would cease to be.
Suthukazi Memela

Compassion

Courage
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SPORT OVERVIEW

Head of Sport: Jade Miller
Deputy Head of Sport: Kelly Naudé
“Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it
is the courage to continue that counts.”
– Winston S Churchill

T

rue words said when the world
was at war (World War II), true
words said while the world stands
together as we fight a virus that has
had catastrophic implications for our
health. The year 2021 has been one
that we would all like to forget and one
from which we would like to move on.
However, it is a year in which we were
tested and forced to improvise and
strategise like no other year; we have
come out stronger, more resilient, wiser,
and ready for a brighter future.
Firstly, I would like to congratulate all our
pupils on their determination as they
continued to train and practise in the
hopes that there would be some sort of
return to normality where fixtures could
resume. Thank you to our heads of codes
in the sport office as each one played
a vital role in ensuring our pupils were
training and practising their skills.
Every sporting code did their best in
the various ways to deliver some sort
of normality for practices at least as

Faith

most codes did not have fixtures. Every
term was planned, and we were ready
to execute the fixtures, but each week
we scratched off the opportunities. If
events were not cancelled, they were
postponed…postponed in the hope that
one day we would be able to play the
fixture.
Canoeing continued with extensive
protocols in place, while in Term 2
the opportunity opened to play some
fixtures in hockey, squash and crosscountry. This was short lived with only
two weeks of activities and then we
were back to the beginning. If that was
not enough, we had to endure some
rioting to keep us from coming to school
in Term 3 where we saw a few squash,
tennis and soccer matches. Term 4 was
the one everyone was waiting for, when
spectators were allowed back to watch
some fixtures, and in which we were able
to play indoor hockey, tennis, netball and
water polo matches. It was delightful to
once again hear cheering for the teams.
Towards the end of the year, the Sport
Wars initiative was the grand finale
for the sport pupils who took part.
It comprised of a vigorous training
schedule in an attempt to create some
sort of competition within the school.
Year-round sports were chosen as the

Compassion

base for this competition and pupils
where allocated a team in which to
participate. Teams engaged in running
and other exercise activities to earn
points, with extra activities added to gain
extra points. These points were then
tallied up for a final winner each week.
All the pupils who participated in Sport
Wars thrived under the competition,
improving their fitness as individuals and
building team camaraderie and selfbelief. The initiative concluded with a
reward, a trip to Mtentu, located on the
Wild Coast. The excursion involved a 25
km beach hike (day 1), a 12 km shipwreck
hike and river swim (day 2), and a 6 km
Skate Bay and Pebble Beach hike (day 3).
A surprise 5 km hike was added at the
end of the day to get to the casino due
to unrest along the route. Overall it was
a successful initiative. Thank you to Mrs
Kim Peek, Ms Kathryn Holton and Ms
Rachael Barnard for all their hard work.
Thank you to the heads of codes,
coaches and pupils for their efforts over
the past year and for doing their best no
matter the odds. We appreciate you.
“You can’t dwell on disappointment.
You’ve got to take the positives and keep
looking ahead.” – AJ Tracey
Mr Leon Jackson, Head of Sport

Courage

95

SPORT AWARDS
CORNERSTONE AWARD
Katherine Bowmaker,
Kathleen Cathcart,
Emily Cobbold,
Courtney Kleiner,
Skyelar Klomfass,
Zamathembu Mdladla,
Jade Miller, Chloé Morton,
Tafadzwa Mutomba,
Kelly Naudé,
Lulama Ngcobo,
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana,
Gemma Phipps,
Abbygail Schwulst,
Aphumelele Sineke,
Nicki van Aardt and
Megan Williams

CAPTAIN’S AWARD
Adventure Sport
Emily Blumrick

CAPTAIN’S AWARD
Equestrian
Emily Gibb

Action Netball
Zizipho Ndonga

Hockey
Rebecca Smith

Artistic Swimming
Kiyara Odayan

Netball
Christina Stanton

Athletics
Rylee-Kai Challenor

Soccer
Siana Middleton

Basketball
Fundisiwe Dlamini

Squash
Jaimie White

Canoeing
Amy Hulett

Swimming
Melissa Martens

Cross-country
Rachel Woodburn

Water Polo
Amber Warr

Service to Sport
Lizanne Conradie

Diving
Elihle DlwatI

Tennis
Chloé Morton and Anke Roux

MAJOR AWARDS
Badge of Excellence
Nicolette Challenor
and Sarah Jones
Outstanding Achievements
Christal Viljoen
Most Improved Sportswoman
Jade Miller
Junior Victrix Ludorum
Erin Allwood
Acutt Cup for Aquatics
Katherine Bowmaker
Head of Sport Award
Gemma Phipps and
Nicki van Aardt
Sally White trophy
Georgina Howard
Senior Victrix Ludorum
Jade Miller
Sportsmanship Award
Lulama Ngcobo
EPWORTH GREEN AND GOLD
South African Representation
Canoeing
Georgina Howard

Sportsmanship Award
winner Lulama Ngcobo

Nicki van Aardt and Gemma Phipps,
Head of Sport Award winners

Senior Victrix Ludorum
Jade Miller

Artistic Swimming
Chloe Dundas-Starr

SPORT REPRESENTATIVES
Due to Covid-19 pandemic restrictions, sports activities and events were restricted or cancelled.
As a result, selection for representation was based on the little activity that did take place or selection was made without trials.
ACTION NETBALL

DIVING

LIFE SAVING

KwaZulu-Natal

KwaZulu-Natal

KwaZulu-Natal

Rachel de Beer – Captain (U14B)
Lexi Williamson (U16B)
Amber Edwards and Nesisa Mthembu (U17B)
Lulama Ncgobo and Christina Stanton (U17A)
Dawn (Kusa) Gulubane (U19B)
Skyelar Klomfass, Gemma Phipps – Captain
and Abbygail Schwulst (U19A)

Abby Clayton, Jenna Curry and Elihle Dlwati

Nicolette Challenor and Sarah Jones

GYMNASTICS

NETBALL

ATHLETICS
KwaZulu-Natal
Rylee-Kai Challenor
Chay du Plessis – SASAPD (South African
Association for the Physically Disabled)
National Athletics Champs
Tia Terblanche

CROSS-COUNTRY
KwaZulu-Natal
Erin Allwood and Rachel Woodburn
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KwaZulu-Natal

Umgungundlovu

Crystal Viljoen

Nothando Sithebe (U19A)

HOCKEY

SQUASH

Umgungundlovu

KwaZulu-Natal
Mayra Bytebier, Abbey Hackland,
Lisa Oellermann
and Paige Stella – No 1 (U14A)
Melissa Martens
and Jamie Zunckel (U16B)
Nicola Bentley – No 1 (U16A)
Gabriella Goslett
and Nicki van Aardt (U19B)
Siana Middleton
and Jaimie White (U19A)

Chay du Plessis, Abbey Hackland, Enhle Nkosi,
Lisa Oellermann, Lauren Roseveare
and Rachel Schultz (U14)
Erin Allwood, Chloe Bentley, Isobel Cobbold,
Deborah Colenbrander, Nosihle Dladla,
Ryleigh Rutherford, Tia Terblanche
and Daniela Vonkeman, (U16)
Emily Cobbold, Rebecca Cook,
Tannah Duncan, Jade Miller, Kelly Naudé,
Rebecca Smith and Nicki van Aardt (U18)

Humana
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ADVENTURE SPORT
Captain: Hannah Cobbledick

M

y being the captain of adventure sport has been such
a wonderful experience. It has taught me so many
things that I will be able to treasure for the rest of
my life. The main thing that adventure sport has taught me
this year is that you can do anything with the right people by
your side. People who support, encourage, and laugh with
you. People who help you finish what you started and who are
there to help you reach your full potential while doing so.
It has been so sad that as an adventure sport team we have not
been able to do all the activities that we would have liked to
have done this year due to the Covid- 19 pandemic restrictions.
However, we were very fortunate that Mrs Peek was able
to organise a trip to Khotso Horse Trails up in the Southern

Drakensberg this year. We filled two buses and the participants
were able to experience a once-in-a-lifetime, off-road, off-grid,
multi-day, hiking, horse riding and tubing adventure.
On top of the adventure, we were able to share some very
special and meaningful moments as a group, such as drinking
hot chocolate together, roasting marshmallows over a bonfire,
late night talks, a very bumpy cattle truck ride filled with
laughter and fun rounds of stalk-the-lantern in the dark.
Being the Captain of Adventure Sport 2021 has been such an
eye opener and adventure, one that has taught me many
different life lessons and that has brought us together and
formed bonds between so many pupils. What an honour it has
been!
Hannah Cobbledick

AQUATICS
ARTISTIC SWIMMING
Captain: Chloe Dundas-Starr

D

uring the incredibly unpredictable school year that we
experienced in 2021, the pupils made the most of the
situation, using it as a time to learn and practise artistic
swimming figures and skills in preparation for future events
and to be ready to work their way up the levels of the artistic
swimming system. They were helped by their wonderful
external coach, Phindile Makhaye, an artistic swimmer who
has represented South Africa at the Commonwealth Festival of
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Synchronised Swimming in Australia and at the World Aquatics
Championships in Hungary.
The swimmers showed great improvement through the year
and worked towards leading the school in artistic swimming
during the annual inter-house programme. Congratulations in
particular go to Chloe Dundas-Starr who received her Honours.
We hope to see our artistic swimmers improving even more and
participating in local and national competitions in the future.
Chloe Dundas-Starr

Courage
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AQUATICS
DIVING
Captain: Robyn Curry

D

espite a limited diving programme due to the Covid-19
pandemic, the divers continued to practice with high
spirits. The divers and coaches worked with dedication
and perseverance to perfect their skills during training. They
demonstrated great courage and constantly challenged

themselves, and so mastered a greater variety of dives.
A special thanks must go to our coaches Ms Tiffany Pointer
and especially Ms Faye Cooper, for their commitment to
furthering diving at Epworth and encouraging all the divers to
give of their best. We wish all the divers well for the future.
Robyn Curry

SQUAD SWIMMING
Captain: Katherine Bowmaker
Vice-captain: Jade Miller

T

he Covid-19 pandemic has had a huge impact on the 2021
swimming season, making it extremely difficult to have
the season for which we hoped. Although no inter-school
galas took place the pupils should be commended on their
effort and dedication, they still came to swimming training and
gave of their best every time with no complaints.
Most of our pupils competed in the virtual Midmar Mile, either
in dams or at Epworth’s swimming pool. In addition, pupils
who are members of swimming clubs continued to train and
compete in various club galas.
Moreover, Epworth held its annual inter-house gala with a
champion and runner up in each age group category.
U14 runner up – Rebecca-Jane Rowe, champion – Rhys Purves;
U15 runner up – Maisy Diedricks, champion – Amber Warr;
U16 runner up – Jordan Tyler, champion – Melissa Martens;
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U17 runner up – Julia Rowe, champion – Caitlin Soden;
U18 runner up – Skyelar Klomfass and champion – Katherine
Bowmaker. Most Improved Swimmer was awarded to
Shannon Featherstone and Best Overall Swimmer awarded to
Katherine Bowmaker.
I am so proud of every swimmer for constantly giving of her
best no matter the circumstances. A special mention must go to
Abby Clayton, the first pupil to arrive at every practice and the
last to leave, always with the biggest smile. Most importantly, a
huge thank you must be given to both coaches, Mr Oliver Jones
and Ms Chelsea Meiring who both bring different skills and
experience that complement one another. We could not have
achieved what we did without you.
All the best for next year and never forget that the long and
hidden hours you spend in the pool do pay off and incredible
results will be achieved.
Katherine Bowmaker

Humana
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AQUATICS
WATER POLO
Captain: Courtney Kleiner
Vice-captain: Skyelar Klomfass

T

hroughout 2021, the water polo players had a difficult
time due to the Covid-19 pandemic, nonetheless we
were still able to continue with practices during Term 1.
These practices were enjoyable, even if a little tiring. The pupils
were always willing to learn new skills and to give of their best
in every new skill that they were taught. Unfortunately, we did
not have any pre-games due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The

challenges that were faced during this time were all overcome,
with the result that it made playing this sport that much
more rewarding and we feel privileged to still have had the
opportunity. The water polo players all have talent and can all
achieve so much by continuing to work hard and trying their
best. These practices would not have been the same without
Mr Ronan Diedricks and his dedication and encouragement
throughout this difficult time.
Courtney Kleiner

ATHLETICS
Captain: Jade Miller

T

his year athletics was one of the few sports that was
fortunate enough to have had a full season. Training began
in 2020 for the KwaZulu-Natal championships held in April
2021. Seven pupils participated, and many came in the top three
of their respective age groups and made it into the KZN team.
The athletics pupils are a dedicated bunch, they travel almost
every day to train on the track. This dedication and hard work
paid off and can be seen in these amazing results. The Vories
Relay was a highlight of the season as Epworth once again came

out on top. The constant cheering and high spirits kept everyone
motivated to take home the gold medal. Despite challenging
weather conditions, Pietermaritzburg hit a record high of 410C
on the day, the team still persevered and ran their hearts out.
The reward was well deserved. Mrs Kim Peek and Mr Leon
Jackson bought the athletes a McDonald’s treat after the event.
Congratulations to all who participated with such enthusiasm.
It has been an absolute pleasure to run for the school and I wish
all my fellow athletes all the best for the years to come.
Jade Miller

BASKETBALL
Captain: Gemma Phipps
Vice-captain: Nothando Sithebe

T

he Epworth basketball season in Term 4 was sadly very
limited due to the Covid-19 pandemic and restrictions.
Our teams did not get the chance to play any games but
had a few practices. However, the practices were great fun and
Faith
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ensured that the players kept fit and are ready for next year’s
season. I hope that next year the pupils get the chance to play
games and in tournaments to show off their talents and their
passion for the sport. I wish Christina Stanton and Fundisiwe
Dlamini all the best for the 2022 basketball season.
Gemma Phipps
Courage
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CANOEING
Captain: Lizanne Conradie
Vice-captains: Abbigale van Rooyen and Georgina Howard

D

ue to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Epworth canoeing
pupils, unfortunately, could not take part in any of the
inter-school events as planned, but they were able to
participate in several other events.
DUSI CANOE MARATHON
Thirteen pupils took part in the Dusi Canoe Marathon. Georgina
Howard placed 2nd U18. Congratulations go to Jessica Behn,
Jenna Curry, Kelsi Furmage, Amy Hulett, Sarah Jones,
Caitlyn Odell, Christina Stanton, Rachel van Deventer and
Daniela Vonkeman for completing their first Dusi.

SA SCHOOLS SPRINTS
The South African School Sprints were held at Shongweni Dam
in April. Epworth had 13 High School pupils participating and
was placed 1st in the event. Well done to Jessica Behn who
placed 3rd in the U16 category and Georgina Howard who
placed 3rd in the U18 category.
KZN MARATHON CHAMPIONSHIPS
The KwaZulu-Natal Marathon Championships were held at
Shongweni Dam on 8 and 9 May. Emily Atkinson placed 2nd

in the U14 K1 and came 1st with Leandri Zeelie in the U14 K2.
In the U18 K2 event, Georgina Howard and partner placed
2nd while Amy Hulett and partner came 4th.
SA MARATHON CHAMPIONSHIPS
The South African Marathon Championships were held in Cape
Town in May. Special congratulations go to Georgina Howard
and her partner who placed 1st in the U18 K2 event. Sarah Jones
and her partner placed 3rd U18. Georgina also took part in the
World Marathon Championships held in Romania.
SA K2 RIVER CHAMPIONSHIPS
Our pupils did extremely well at the Fish River Canoe Marathon
in the Eastern Cape. In the U18 category Jessica Behn and
Rachel van Deventer placed 1st with Amy Hulett and partner
placing 2nd, and Lizanne Conradie and Sarah Jones came 3rd.
KZN K1 RIVER CHAMPIONSHIPS
Amy Hulett came 1st (U18) and 2nd lady.
Well done to the pupils for an excellent season and thank you
to Mrs Kim Peek and Mrs Lorna Oliver for coaching the pupils to
achieve these outstanding results!
Lizanne Conradie

CROSS-COUNTRY
Captain: Jade Miller
Vice-captain: Ella Cradock

T

his season Epworth was lucky enough to be able to
participate in two inter-school league runs. The first run
took place on the infamous Michaelhouse course, one
that is considered the most mentally and physically exhausting.
The team prepared themselves accordingly and the results
were more than pleasing. In the senior race the Epworth
runners came 2nd,3rd,4th,5th, and 6th. The juniors did just as well
with three of our runners placing in the top 10. This race was a
tough challenge with which to begin the season, however, the
team’s great performance was thanks to the runners’ diligence,
dedication, and their training during the holidays.

This season, Epworth came 1st overall in the league, in both the
junior and senior age categories. Epworth has comfortably
won the junior and senior league since 2017. This season was,
unfortunately, cut short due to the Covid-19 pandemic, but the
runners can take pride in their efforts.
Rachel Woodburn and Erin Allwood took part in the KwaZuluNatal Championships, placing 1st and 5th respectively. Rachel
went on to compete in the South African Championships,
placing 16th overall. Well done and good luck to the runners for
the coming years.
Jade Miller

The second run took place at the beautiful Treverton grounds.
The race had many twists and sharp turns which caught the
team by surprise. However, the team exceeded expectations
and did exceptionally well with seven pupils placing in the top
10 for the senior age group. Epworth has always dominated the
running grounds and no challenge has ever stopped them from
maintaining their top-quality performance.
100
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HOCKEY
Captain: Kelly Naudé
Vice-captain: Nicki van Aardt

most of every game. Our practices and games were filled with
joy and non-stop laughter.

ockey was fortunate enough to get in a few games against
other schools, even under the Covid-19 pandemic
restrictions. The pupils were extremely excited to get
their boots back on the turf, after having had an entire year
without playing any hockey.

We started the season rusty but we slowly picked up and
improved. The pupils played an excellent game against St Anne’s
and Howick High School. Sadly, our annual tour to the Saints
Festival, was cancelled because of Covid-19. The pupils also
missed out on The Spar Tournament, in which the First
Team usually plays brilliantly. Although Covid-19 meant the
cancellation of many tournaments and tours, the pupils
never gave up. Every practice carried on as if these exciting
tournaments were still going to take place. The pupils were
dedicated and willing to give their all.

H

Hockey at Epworth has picked up tremendously. We have
welcomed our new Head of Hockey and First Team hockey
coach, Mr Philip Smerdon. We are grateful for the impact that
he has made in the short period of time he has been at Epworth,
resulting in 21 girls being selected for the uMgungundlovu team.
Unfortunately, the KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) Inland final round of
trials did not happen due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
These pupils must be commended on their achievement that
came about through hard work and their undeniable talent.
Although the First Team only had four games, they made the

Thank you to Mr Philip Smerdon who never gave up on us, he
never doubted our talents. Thank you to Ms Kathryn Holton for
organising hockey fixtures and running the hockey programme
before Mr Philip Smerdon took over. Thank you to every single
pupil who took part in this amazing team sport.
Kelly Naudé

NETBALL
Captain: Lulama Ngcobo
Vice-captain: Gemma Phipps

disappointing. Nevertheless, our players played their hearts out
in these three games, achieving good results.

never thought that my last netball and action netball season
would end like this. Our 2021 season started well, with
intense training, and the pupils working very hard and
putting in their best effort to prepare for the league. Once
league started, our players were ready, but the Covid-19
pandemic became intense, resulting in restrictions that
allowed us to only play three out of eight games. This was most

The Covid-19 pandemic affected our games but also helped
us, as teammates, to become closer and to form friendships
with each other and our coaches. Due to not being able to play
formal matches with other schools, coaches and First Team
players played fun games with the teams of other age groups
within the school. Thank you to our coaches.

I
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Lulama Ngcobo
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SOCCER
Captain: Nomvuzo Nkwanyana
Vice-captain: Nothando Sithebe

I

magine loving a sport so much but having it taken from you
for two years due to the Covid-19 pandemic. With this being
said, nothing brought me joy like when I found out that I
would get a chance to play soccer again, even if it was not in the
form of inter-school matches. It was a moment of realising that
hard work and dedication pays off. Soccer in 2021 has faced so
many challenges as the Covid-19 pandemic made it difficult
for matches and training to take place. However, all that aside,
I am so proud of all the pupils who dedicated themselves to
the sport and who made time for sport practices. They worked
hard on their fitness and practised the drills until they were well

executed. The results were seen in the matches played against
Howick High School. These were the only matches that we
managed to play and considering all the complications, the
pupils handled their matches very well and gave of their best.
I want to thank all the coaches that made sure that our players
remained fit, and also our new First Team coach, Mr Lwandiswa
Dlamini for giving and teaching the younger pupils advanced
soccer skills. I will always remember the Epworth Soccer Team
as the team that made me realise my potential in soccer and I
will forever cherish and appreciate the memories and the skills
that I got from being part of the Epworth soccer family.
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana

SQUASH
Captain: Nicki van Aardt
Vice-captain: Daneel Dedekind

T

he 2021 squash year was anticipated with great
excitement and enthusiasm. However, as with several
other activities throughout the year, a full season was not
on the agenda due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Nevertheless,
our Epworth pupils continued to undertake each challenge in
their stride, with 11 pupils being selected for KwaZulu-Natal
teams. A special mention must be made of Nicola Bentley on
her selection to the Midlands Ladies Jarvis Cup Team.

We are privileged to have had the squash courts revamped this
year, with new ceilings and a new roof, and look forward to the
refurbishment of the interior soon. We were lucky enough to
play Night League fixtures during the year, and mixed doubles
with Michaelhouse, which was certainly enjoyed by all. It was a
pleasure to be part of a team full of smiles and determination. A
huge thank you to Ms Rachael Barnard and Mrs Sally White for
their continuous support and encouragement, we are extremely
grateful. The future of Epworth squash is most promising.
Nicki van Aardt

TENNIS
Captain: Emily Cobbold
Vice-captain: Chloé Morton

and actively engaged in the tournament and every tennis player
had an enjoyable afternoon on the tennis courts.

espite facing many challenges because of the Covid-19
pandemic, the tennis pupils were able to make the most
of the opportunities presented to them. Although we
were unable to participate in numerous sporting tours and
matches, many internal matches were played through the
introduction of social tennis. This allowed the tennis players
to regain their love of the game and to simply enjoy the sport
with their friends. We were able to split into competitive house
teams to play doubles in a round robin format. The Blue / Kestrel
House won the Inter-house Tennis with the Yellow / Hawk House
coming 2nd, the Green / Falcon House placing 3rd and the
Red / Eagle House 4th. Every pupil enthusiastically participated

Epworth has maintained a good relationship with the Chris Folker
(CF) Tennis Academy. CF provides professional, modern tennis
coaching for schools and individuals with a passion for the sport.
This year’s internal league would not have been possible
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without the help of Ms Rachael Barnard, who through
organisation, dedication, and perseverance, was able to make
tennis a fun and enjoyable sport. On behalf of the Grade 12s of
Epworth tennis, we wish all the other players good luck for their
remaining years in the team, and we cannot wait to see how
tennis at Epworth continues to grow as a sport.
Emily Cobbold
Humana

Fortis

HOUSES

RED HOUSE / EAGLE HOUSE
EAGLE HOUSE
Captain: Kelly Naudé
Vice-captain: Aphumelele Sineke
Secretary: Kenya Mask
Grade 12
Emily Blumrick, Hannah Cobbledick,
Daneel Dedekind, Alexi Joubert,
Bianca Komwihangiro,
Jenna Lubbe, Kenya Mask,
Pooja Morar, Tafadzwa Mutomba,
Kelly Naudé, Georgia Olive,
Lindelwe Shabangu,
Aphumelele Sineke, Nicki van Aardt
Grade 11
Domonique Bennetts,
Tannah Duncan, Emilie Harel,
Puja Heeralal, Sarah Jones,
Onotando Kankqu, Siana Middleton,
Nesisa Mthembu, Roxanne Roberts,
Kayleigh Schmidt, Muhle Shabalala,
Amahle Sithole, Jessica Smith,
Jaimie White, Rachel Woodburn,
Margaréte Zietsman
Grade 10
Deborah Colenbrander,
Isabella Davey, Kayleigh Els,
Georgia Gace, Tannith Gafney,
Jennifer Hellmann, Olivia Jason,
Oyintanda Kankqu, Jade Lubbe,
Tyra-Leigh Maskell, Tahlitha Mdingi,
Tsungirirai Mutomba, Casey Nugent,
Caitlyn Odell, Courteney Raeburn,
Kiara Rajkumar, Lexi Williamson
Grade 9
Elihle Dlwati, Cameron Duckham,
Keona Duthie, Crystal Goodfellow,
Neha Heeralal, Tyra Khan,
Zekhethelo Mpanza,
Emihle Notshweleka, Abenathi Nsele,
Chloë Potgieter, Omphile Sithole,
Paige Stella, Zimi Tshaka,
Rebecca Tutt, Amber Warr,
Zanenhlanhla Zulu

D

ue to the Covid-19 pandemic,
there was a new way to doing
everything in 2021. There
were specific rules that everyone had
to follow in order to adhere to the
Covid-19 protocols. Although these
protocols were challenging, they
motivated us to soldier on and make
the best of a difficult time in the world.
Luckily, our sports teachers were
able to create a bit of normal in
our lives, allowing us to have a high
school swimming gala. However, the
competitive houses were not allowed
to sing or chant war cries. Thus, we as
the house leaders, had to find creative
ways in which we could make a noise
to cheer on those pupils who were
swimming. We did so with drums,
hand-shakers and clappers. The gala
was a new experience for everyone
and it surely was one to remember as
it was the first gala that had to follow
Covid-19 rules. Red House made an
amazing effort!
The announcement of the new house
name at the end of Term 3 was greeted

with wild cheering, of all the names
of the birds of prey on offer, Eagle was
the one for which pupils of Red House
were hoping.
The end-of-year Inter-house
Programme presented an opportunity
for the members of the house to work
together, get to know each other and
have fun under the banner of its new
name, Eagle House.
The positive side of us is that we
are resilient and able to adapt easily.
It was an honour to be Captain of Red
House, as our house has become a
sisterhood in which all support and
care for one another. Participation was
key, whether it was as a competitor,
cheerleader, drummer or even a
fashionista! Every single person in
the house had an important role
to play that led to our success, not
just in winning, but also in building
a sisterhood. This sisterhood will be
carried forward for generations to
come.
Kelly Naudé, Captain

Grade 8
Tallulah Anderson, Emily Atkinson,
Mayra Bytebier, Brooklyn Chetty,
Drishthi Dhada, Anathi Dlova,
Chay du Plessis,
Thandolwethu Gabela,
Jayden Grandemange,
Emma Mitchell-Innes,
Thandolwethu Mthiyane,
Samkelo Mzila, Enhle Nkosi,
Lisa Oellermann,
Emilie Parker, Mikaela Sprunt,
Siyamothanda Tshabalala
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GREEN HOUSE / FALCON HOUSE
FALCON HOUSE
Captain: Amahle Khumalo
Vice-captain: Amarragh Gemmell
Secretary: Hannah Govender

T

he Green House started the
year on a high after “Green
House Grease”, our name with
a modern take on Grease, the iconic
movie, placed well in the annual Interhouse Programme that took place at
the end of 2020. Green House placed
first in hip-hop dance, first in artistic
swimming, second in contemporary
dance and won the overall Inter-house
trophy.
The House went into 2021 with
much excitement in anticipation of
the annual Inter-house gala. Due to
the Covid-19 pandemic, we could
not dress up and have our usual war
cries, which forced us to be creative
in how we could cheer on our green
swimmers. The Green House did not
disappoint, as once again we won the
gala. Our swimmers were amazing,
achieving excellent results in every
race.
When playing of sport opened up
again in Term 2, the House was really
excited to get stuck into the major

Grade 12
Katherine Bowmaker,
Amarragh Gemmell, Emily Gibb,
Tara Gilmore, Hannah Govender,
Dawn (Kusa) Gulubane,
Georgina Howard, Amahle Khumalo,
Skyelar Klomfass,
Zamathembu Mdladla,
Jade Miller, Gemma Phipps,
Abbigale van Rooyen, Tess Wood

sports on offer in the inter-house
competitions, but sadly the country
once again moved to Alert Level 3,
putting many more restrictions in
place to keep pupils safe, resulting
in the netball, soccer, hockey and
basketball inter-house activities not
taking place.
However, we did have great
excitement during Term 3 when the
new competitive house names with
the theme of birds of prey were
announced. Our house was the last
to receive its new name but we were
delighted with the name, Falcon
House. I am extremely proud of the
Falcons and all that we were able to
achieve as a team and I am certain the
pupils will continue to keep the green
flag flying high in years to come.
I wish the leadership of 2022 all the
best. I am confident they will do a great
job leading the Falcons to greatness.
Amahle Khumalo, Captain

Grade 11
Nikita Badul, Nicolette Challenor,
Rebecca Cook, Vumile Dlamini,
Emily Freedman, Lauren Gieseler,
Olivia Howells, Thandolukababa Juta,
Sibongakonke Malinga,
Bridget Ndlamini, Ria Roy,
Rebecca Smith, Caitlin Soden,
Robin van Heerden,
Hannah Vickery, Mieka Witthöft
Grade 10
Feyitamilore Adeniyi,
Abigail Alston-Stewart,
Nicola Bentley, Jordan Chambler,
Nayobi Dennison, Jenna Dillon,
Bella Hackland, Jorja Hattingh,
Bianca Hillermann, Anna Hobden,
Sihle Maphumulo,
Babalwa Mdunyelwa,
Tanya Mpumela, Angela Ncube,
Demi-Lee Penny, Jaidyn Pope,
Trisha Potgieter, Phiwokuhle
Thabethe, Jordan Tyler,
Zenande Vezi, Rebbecca Watson
Grade 9
Jessica Behn, Rylee-Kai Challenor,
Eno Dlanga, Rebecca Fisher,
Kelsi Furmage, Georgie Hampson,
Erynn Harty, Chloe Hatch,
Sahana Khan, Kagiso Modise,
Zizipho Ndonga, Jemma Price,
Sisipho Shazi, Erin Smith,
Vuyolwethu (Oladayo) Yusuf
Grade 8
Chidera Anachunam, Kyra Bullimore,
Riley Carr, Jivani Chetty, Jessica Fly,
Christy Govender, Ikhona Keswa,
Onesimo Mamve, Ziyanda Mkhize,
Simthandile Mlotshwa,
Boitumelo Mohasoa,
Zandile Ncube, Amelia Nettleton,
Nomandla Nzimande, Rebecca Price,
Crystal Viljoen, Asanda Zuma

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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YELLOW HOUSE / HAWK HOUSE
HAWK HOUSE
Captain: Nomvuzo Nkwanyana
Vice-captain: Chumile Radebe
Secretary: Cindy McKenzie
Grade 12
Kathleen Cathcart, Lizanne Conradie,
Robyn Curry, Savannah Egling,
Siphokazi Maphumulo,
Cindy McKenzie, Suthukazi Memela,
Erin Mester, Sisanda Msebe,
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana,
Chumile Radebe, Brooklyn Riggien,
Anke Roux, Abbygail Schwulst,
Bonnie Smith, Megan Williams
Grade 11
Julia Bolton,
Rosalind Bournes-Harper,
Amahle Buthelezi, Fundisiwe
Dlamini, Masibamahle Dlamini,
Gabriella Goslett, Olivia Henning,
Angelique Hoyle, Amy Hulett,
Unathi Mnguni, Debra Moffett,
Tamlynn Roseveare, Julia Rowe,
Christina Stanton, Lené Swart,
Rethabile Tsheole, Daniela Vonkeman
Grade 10
Erin Allwood, Chloe Bentley,
Siwakhile Bulunga, Paula Cathcart,
Jenna Curry, Tyla Evered-Hall,
Erin Geyser, Jadean Govender,
Alyssa Krüger, Melissa Martens,
Linamandla Mazwane,
Kathleen Munro, Michelle Myburgh,
Alondwe Ncalane, Kim Schütte,
Tia Terblanche
Grade 9
Shannon Featherstone,
Sqiniseko Kunene, Jenna Kunz,
Pippa Mitchell, Siqiniseko Mngoma,
Jessica Monji Builu, Busisiwe Nene,
Nokukhanya Nomvete, Lucy Pooler,
Zoe Ristow, Lethukwazi Simelane,
Amy Trevor-Roberts,
Nikiwe von Luttichou,
Stacey Wheeler, Jamie Zunckel

T

his year has been one of the
most interesting when it comes
to inter-house activities. As with
2020, once again we had to adapt to
living with the Covid-19 pandemic. We
are grateful to have had two events,
the Inter-house Programme and the
swimming gala. The Yellow House did
exceptionally well, considering the
obstacles we have faced.
Taking on leadership late in 2020, we
had to prepare for the Inter-house
Dance competition, which included
two choreographed pieces, one
contemporary and the other a hip-hop
piece. We also had to choreograph
an item for artistic swimming. The
pressure was on from the word
go! Thanks to the dedication of the
Yellow House pupils, we managed
to put together exquisite pieces.
The pressure I was feeling as Head
of Yellow House was eased by the
amazing group of pupils who never
gave up, always gave of their best and

most importantly enjoyed themselves,
even on the most tiring days. I must
thank our Vice-captain, Chumile
Radebe and Secretary, Cindy McKenzie
who were supportive and made sure
everything was organised and that I
was well looked after.
After a full year of being known as
the Yellow House, there was nothing
more exciting than finding out that
our new house names were going
to be announced and that we would
be part of the ceremony. Although a
house is not defined by it’s name, as
it is about the pupils that make up the
house and the positive energy they
bring with them, the new house name,
Hawk House, feels like a cherry on top.
To the Captain for 2022, I wish you all
the best and I believe that you will lead
Hawk House to great things. There
will be daunting times but always
remember that you are not alone, and
to always HAVE FUN!
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana, Captain

Grade 8
Jodie Allwood, Kate Bolton,
Rachel de Beer, Chelsea Fell,
Stacey Geyser, Hannah Jackson,
Fezeka Kheswa, Boleng Medupe,
Snenhlanhla Mthembu,
Kiyara Odayan, Lauren Roseveare,
Tatum Roux, Rebecca-Jane Rowe,
Luyanda Sithole,
Thandolwethu Thabethe,
Emma Thompson, Roxanne van Zyl,
Leandri Zeelie
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BLUE HOUSE / KESTREL HOUSE
KESTREL HOUSE
Captain: Lulama Ngcobo
Vice-captain: Nothando Sithebe
Secretary: Chloé Morton

T

his year, I have had the privilege
of being the Captain of the Blue
House, working with a group of
dedicated and enthusiastic pupils who
supported me and helped make this
year a success.
At the end of 2020, we had the annual
Inter-house Programme, in which we
performed various contemporary and
hip-hop dances and a choreographed
piece for artistic swimming. The pupils
did extremely well, giving it their
very best. All our effort paid off and
resulted in Blue House receiving the
Spirit Shield.
This year we were fortunate enough
to have the Inter-house gala, at which
Blue House once again received the
Spirit Shield.
With us proudly being referred
to as the Blue House for most of the
year, our trophies were all thanks
to the creativity of pupils, with their

having to think out-the-box for our
war cries.
We were all very excited to be a part
of the historic announcement and
ceremony of the new competitive
house names, and were delighted with
our new house name, Kestrel House.
I am so proud to have been the
Captain of a house that consistently
gives its all and shows up to any
challenge with so much heart and
courage.
A big word of thanks goes to my
Vice-captain, Nothando Sithebe, and
Secretary, Chloé Morton and last but
not least, to our House Father, Mr
Simon Bester, for making my job as a
Captain easy.
I wish the Kestrel House all the
strength, faith and courage going
forward.
Lulama Ngcobo, Captain

Grade 12
Claire Christophers,
Emily Cobbold, Caitlyn Cox,
Ella Cradock, Olivia (Faye) Crawford,
Imogen Cunningham,
Chloe Dundas-Starr,
Alida Esterhuizen, Courtney Kleiner,
Namhla Manana, Chloé Morton,
Lulama Ngcobo, Meghann Oldfield,
Reabetswe Pekile, Lauren Rix,
Nothando Sithebe
Grade 11
Kelly Cotterrell, Nosihle Dladla,
Ashley du Toit, Amber Edwards,
Amy-Jade Hubbart, Emma Maritz,
Philasande (Zamokuhle) Mbhele,
Sajana Motheram, Zanda Ndlazi,
Njalo Nombembe,
Nokwanda Shongwe, Yolisa Yeni
Grade 10
Haley Govender, Thabiso Gwiji,
Diyajal Maharaj, Nompumelelo
Memela, Simphiwe Mgabi,
Amahle Mthembu, Aphiwa Ndlovu,
Athenkosi Ngcobo, Linda Nienaber,
Asande Ntombela, Jessica Rushton,
Ryleigh Rutherford, Zamajobe Sithole,
Rachel van Deventer,
Jade van Staaden, Zenande Zihle
Grade 9
Kate Clarke, Isobel Cobbold,
Leila del Vecchio, Maisy Diedricks,
Aphiwe Dladla,
Marika (Maria) Esterhuizen,
Manelisi Hlela, Molly Jonsson,
Tori Little, Emma Marcovich,
Tintswalo Mashaba, Zibusiso Ndlela,
Zeqophelo Ndlovu, Anja Nienaber,
Amahle Ntuli, Malebo Phaladi,
Bernice Saurombe, Luca Stewart,
Thandolwethu Zondi
Grade 8
Asiphe Cele, Abby Clayton,
Abbey Hackland, Leah Job,
Syamthanda Mabaso,
Aphiwe Mngadi, Thembelihle
Mthenjana, Sanele Ndlazi,
Rhys Purves, Rachel Schultz,
Kathryn Schulze, Caitlyn Scott,
Unathi Owethu, Zamajobe Sithole,
Gisela van der Berg,
Hannah van Deventer,
Madison Walters, Amber Williams,
Emily Williams, Lizalise Xoko

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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INTER-HOUSE RESULTS
ACTIVITY

1st

2nd

3rd

Eagle / Hawk

Falcon

Kestrel

Basketball

Falcon

Eagle

Hawk

Canoeing

Falcon

Hawk

Kestrel / Eagle

Cross-country

Falcon

Kestrel

Hawk

Eagle

French Day

Kestrel

Hawk

Eagle

Falcon

Indoor Hockey

Falcon

Hawk

Eagle

Kestrel

Master Cheffette

Hawk

Falcon

Eagle

Kestrel

Netball

Hawk

Eagle

Falcon / Kestrel

Soccer

Falcon / Hawk

Eagle / Kestrel

Squash

Eagle

Hawk

Falcon

Kestrel

Tennis

Kestrel

Hawk

Falcon

Eagle

Tug-of-war

Hawk

Kestrel

Falcon

Eagle

Amazing Race

4th
Kestrel

2021 END OF YEAR RESULTS
Academic Shield

Hawk

Falcon

Kestrel

Eagle

Performing Arts Shield

Kestrel

Hawk

Eagle

Falcon

Sport Shield

Falcon

Hawk

Kestrel

Eagle

The Spirit Shield was not awarded due to Covid-19.

COMPETITIVE HOUSE NAME REVEAL
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BOARDING

BOARDING

Head of Boarding: Dawn (Kusa) Gulubane
Deputy Head of Boarding:
Cindy McKenzie

T

he year 2021 brought feelings of
hope and positivity after 2020,
when much of the year was spent
at home, in quarantine. Luckily, Term
1 began with all boarders being able
to stay in the boarding establishment,
rather than doing online school at
home. Strong emotions ranged across
the grades, from anxious but eager
Grade 8s ready to enter into a new
school environment, to Grade 12s keen
to fulfil their respective leadership roles.
The year began with the introduction
to the Byte catering app which was a
new, and efficient way of allowing pupils
to choose their desired meals for the
week. Choices included a chicken, beef/
pork or vegetable option, allowing all
to have a variety of options whilst also
catering to each pupil’s preferences.
The app also included a survey whereby
pupils were able to share their thoughts
with regards to each meal, which are
all taken into consideration by the
catering staff to ensure that everyone
is satisfied with their respective meals.
The introduction of the Byte app was a
wonderful, innovative advancement for
the school.

Principal of the High School, Mrs Munro.
During this time, music was played and
laughter was shared as we all, with the
necessary Covid-19 protocols in place,
cherished each other’s company.
Later in the term, due to lighter
Covid-19 restrictions, the boarding
prefect body was given the wonderful
honour of hosting the evening activities
for Epworth’s notable Grade 7 sleepover.
This involved a scavenger hunt in which
Grade 7s were given the task of finding
clues relating to various locations
around the school. Great fun was had
by all.
Despite all the fun, unfortunately,
Term 2 ended on an unexpected note.
Due to lockdown being implemented,
many boarders were forced to go back

Fida

Although various challenges were faced
during 2021, we are grateful for the
life and hope the year brought with
it. Online school allowed many of us
to prioritise schoolwork, as well as
work independently. As a result, many
pupils were able to showcase their
determination to persevere despite the
circumstances. I would like to commend
all the boarders on their resilience.
I greatly appreciate the class of
2021 for their strength throughout
such trying times as well as all the
boarders for being able to adjust to the
circumstances and maintain a sense of
optimism throughout. Thank you to all
the boarder prefects for setting such a
high standard for next year’s leadership.
Thank you to the boarding staff for
keeping everything in order. Lastly,
thank you to Cindy McKenzie for being
a wonderful Deputy Head of Boarding!
Good luck to next year’s leadership and
all the best for 2022.

For the Grade 12s, Term 1 began on
a positive note. We were given the
wonderful treat of a boarder dinner in
the form of a cocktail party, attended
by several other teachers including the
110

home and work online once again. This
was then carried over into Term 3 when
all pupils remained online for a duration
of two weeks before heading back to
school. This was again due to the
Covid-19 pandemic and the unfortunate
state of the country at the time. Boarding
remained open to all who needed
connectivity and all needs were catered
for. After these two weeks, the school
opened for everyone, online schooling
ended and all was back to relative
normality.

Dawn (Kusa) Gulubane
Humana

Fortis

BOARDING

GRADE 12

GRADE 10

Emily Blumrick
Katherine Bowmaker
Kathleen Cathcart
Hannah Cobbledick
Emily Cobbold
Ella Cradock
Daneel Dedekind
Savannah Egling
Alida Esterhuizen
Emily Gibb
Tara Gilmore
Dawn (Kusa) Gulubane
Courtney Kleiner
Skyelar Klomfass
Bianca Komwihangiro
Jenna Lubbe
Siphokazi Maphumulo
Kenya Mask
Cindy McKenzie
Erin Mester
Jade Miller
Lulama Ngcobo
Nomvuzo Nkwanyana
Georgia Olive
Reabetswe Pekile
Chumile Radebe
Lauren Rix
Aphumelele Sineke
Lindelwe Shabangu
Bonnie Smith
Nicki van Aardt
Tess Wood

Erin Allwood
Chloe Bentley
Siwakhule Bulunga
Paula Cathcart
Jordan Chambler
Deborah Colenbrander
Isabella Davey
Nayobi Dennison
Jenna Dillon
Tyla Evered-Hall
Georgia Gace
Tannith Gafney
Thabiso Gwiji
Bella Hackland
Bianca Hillerman
Olivia Jason
Jade Lubbe
Sihle Maphumulo
Linamandla Mazwane
Simphiwe Mgabi
Tahlitha Mdingi
Tanya Mpumela
Michelle Myburgh
Angela Ncube
Caitlyn Odell
Demi-Lee Penny
Trisha Potgieter
Ryleigh Rutherford
Kim Schütte
Tia Terblanche
Jordan Tyler
Zenande Vezi
Lexi Williamson
Zenande Zihle

Faith

GRADE 11
Domonique Bennetts
Julia Bolton
Amahle Buthelezi
Nicolette Challenor
Rebecca Cook
Kelly Cotterrell
Nosihle Dladla
Vumile Dlamini
Tannah Duncan
Amber Edwards
Lauren Gieseler
Gabriella Goslett
Sarah Jones
Beth Kühn
Olivia Howells
Amy Hulett
Thandolukababa
(Thando) Juta
Sibongakonke Malinga
Emma Maritz
Bridget Ndlamini
Njalo Nombembe
Roxanne Roberts
Tamlynn Roseveare
Kayleigh Schmidt
Muhle Shabalala
Rebecca Smith
Jessica Smith
Christina Stanton
Rethabile Tsheole
Robin van Heerden
Daniela Vonkeman
Rachel Woodburn
Yolisa Yeni
Margaréte Zietsman

Compassion

Courage
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BOARDING

GRADE 9
Rylee-Kai Challenor
Kate Clarke
Isobel Cobbold
Leila del Vecchio
Eno Dlanga
Elihle Dlwati
Marika (Maria) Esterhuizen
Shannon Featherstone
Crystal Goodfellow
Georgie Hampson
Chloe Hatch
Molly Jonsson
Sqiniseko Kunene
Tori Little
Tintswalo Mashaba
Pippa Mitchell
Siqiniseko Mngoma
Kagiso (Naledi) Modise
Zibusiso Ndlela
Zizipho Ndonga
Nokukhanya Nomvete
Emihle Notshweleka
Abenathi Nsele
Amahle Ntuli
Malebo Phaladi
Lucy Pooler
Chloë Potgieter
Zoe Ristow
Lethukwazi Simelane
Erin Smith
Amy Trevor-Roberts
Zanenhlanhla Zulu
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GRADE 8
Jodie Allwood
Tallulah Anderson
Emily Atkinson
Kate Bolton
Kyra Bullimore
Riley Carr
Asiphe Cele
Jivani Chetty
Rachel de Beer
Anathi Dlova
Chay du Plessis
Chelsea Fell
Jessica Fly
Jayden Grandemange
Hannah Jackson
Ikhona Keswa
Fezeka Kheswa
Boleng Medupe
Emma Mitchell-Innes
Boitumelo Mohasoa
Thembelihle Mthenjana
Zandile Ncube
Amelia Nettleton
Enhle Nkosi
Lisa Oellermann
Lauren Roseveare
Tatum Roux
Kathryn Schulze
Unathi Sithole
Emma Thompson
Siyamothanda Tshabalala
Gisela van der Berg
Hannah van Deventer
Madison Walters
Amber Williams
Emily Williams
Lizalise Xoko
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WHOLE SCHOOL

FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER

T

his has been a year of “Together
We Can”. The new School
Executive, the staff and the
Epworth community have not only had
to face yet another year of the Covid-19
pandemic, but have had to deal with
challenges in our city and country that
have affected our school year. However,
we have strived to take Epworth forward
so that our parents, pupils and staff can
proudly say “Epworth is the place to be”!
The school’s recycling efforts have been
going extremely well this year. We
opened a new recycling depot on Golf
Road which is proving to be popular with
our external community. We also started
a partnership with We-collect, a local
company that recycles and repurposes
textile waste, while empowering local
and rural communities.
Our Estates department developed and
cultivated a fantastic vegetable garden
on campus. The fresh organic produce
is utilised in the kitchen by our caterers
and is thoroughly enjoyed by our pupils
and staff.
At the beginning of the year, we
renewed our catering contract with
Capitol Caterers after requesting an
improvement to their offerings. They
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have updated their menu, changed key
staff and introduced an app that allows
staff and High School pupils to choose
from a selection of meals.
April saw the arrival of a new generator.
It was installed just in time to avoid the
significant electrical disruptions we
experienced in our area. This was
followed by an upgrade of the school’s
electrical distribution board.
Thanks to the Capital Development Levy
and the High School Parents’ Association
Levy, we were able to upgrade three of
the High School ablution facilities as well
as those in the Pre-Primary and Primary
Schools. A wheelchair-friendly ablution
has also been added to the High School
facilities.
The squash courts received much
needed attention, which resulted in us
replacing the roof sheets and upgrading
the internal roof structure. We also
replaced the old fluorescent lights with
new, eco-friendly LED tubes and gave the
courts a fresh coat of paint.
Our fibre internet is proudly supported
by Cool Ideas and Frogfoot. The school
now has 10 times the bandwidth it had
before this new fibre line was installed.
It is enhancing our already strong
Humana

capabilities by providing high-quality
online learning and media-rich teaching
experiences.
Work on rejuvenating our chapel
garden started this year, and we are
blessed to have an Epworthian, Dr Sally
Bairstow Earl, helping to make this
project possible. Together with some
Epworthian helpers, Sally has started
beautifying the chapel garden and the
surrounding areas. We look forward
to the launch of the new garden at the
beginning of our 125th year in 2023.
Numerous other exciting developments
have been completed or are underway
on our beautiful campus. I am so grateful
to the dedicated estates, finance and
whole school support teams that have
worked extremely hard to bring these
developments to fruition.
A school is only as strong as its
community, and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank our parent body for
its continuous support throughout the
year. With the support of our Epworth
community, the school can only go from
strength to strength.
Mr Michael (Emwee) Zeelie,
Business Manager
Fortis

FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER

Rejuvenating the chapel garden

The new generator

The vegetable garden

The new recycling depot on Golf Road

WHOLE SCHOOL STAFF
Epworthians

Mrs Jan Menear

Finance and Administration Department

Mrs Nicki Curry

Mrs Kate de Goede

Mrs Charmaine Maharaj

Mrs Rajayshree Maistry

Mrs Vahini Murugen

Mr Shane George

Mr Elias Hadebe

Functions and Estates Department

Mr Kevin Assy

Mr Tyler Diedricks
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Mr Bongani Dlamini
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Mr Ntokozo Dlamini
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WHOLE SCHOOL STAFF
Functions and Estates Department

Mr Collin Hector

Mr Lucky Hlongwane

Mr Dumisani Khanyile

Mrs Amanda Lamprecht

Mr Craig Manuel

Mr Bhekani Mbhele

Mr Sanele Mkhize

Mr Sibusiso Mkhize

Mr Madonda Mlekleli

Mr Lindokhule Mhlongo

Mr Nkululeko Mntambo

Mr Sanele Mwalase

Mr Mthokozisi Ndlovu

Mr Thulani Ntombela

Mr Basil Potgieter

Mr Neill van Rooyen

Mr Khulakani Zuma

Information Technology Department

Mr Darrian Churchill

Ms Dilshana Durgaparsad

Mr Michael Ritson

Marketing Department

Mrs Joanne Anderson
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WHOLE SCHOOL STAFF
Museum and Archives

School Shop

Mrs Renée Alcock

Mrs Tennile Singh

The Epworth Foundation

Ms Liziwe Myakayaka

Mrs Ingrid Roberts

Transport Department

Mr Christopher Hadebe

Ms Renê Kikia

Mr Johannes Mchunu

Mr Njabulo Ngcobo

Mr Felix Mthembu

Mr Radesh Singh

Not present: Ms Khwezi Ngubeni

WHOLE SCHOOL STAFF NEWS

F

ollowing the retirement of
Mrs Beverly Roux at the end of
2020, Mrs Kate de Goede joined
the Finance and Administration
department in April. She has taken over
the role of School Support Secretary.
A huge welcome to Kate and her family.
Ms Raylene Kleinhans joined the
Marketing department in September as
the Marketing Assistant. Her main focus
is on the school’s social media platforms.
We wish Raylene all the very best in her
new position.

In the Functions and Estates department,
Mr Shane George joined us in January
as a casual employee in the workshop. He
is a skilled welder and interior painter.
Mr Sanele Mwalase joined us as a
groundsman looking after the sports
fields. Mr Collin Hector started in April
as a gardener, and we also welcomed
Mr Lindokhule Mhlongo to the
Functions department.
Mr Radesh Singh, Epworth’s Transport
Co-ordinator, retired at the end of 2021
after more than 11 years of service.

Radesh will be missed for his jovial
personality, the extra care and kindness
he always gave to his colleagues. We
welcomed Ms Khwezi Ngubeni this year
who joined the school as the new Coffee
Shop supervisor.    
It is with great joy that we congratulate
Mr Michael Ritson and Ms Liziwe
Myakayaka on the births of their beautiful
baby girls. Mr Ritson and his wife Tammy
welcomed their first baby, Olivia to the
family in December, and Ms Myakayaka
had a baby girl, Nandile in July.

TRIBUTE TO MR NKULULEKO NKOSINGIPHILE MNTAMBO

I
Faith

t is with a heavy heart that we share the
news of Mr Nkululeko Nkosingiphile
Mntambo’s passing at the end of 2021.
Most unfortunately, he was involved in a car
accident and was fatally injured. We hold
Mr Mntambo’s family in our prayers at this
difficult time.

life and love of Epworth as he nurtured
the gardens. His pride in the produce from
the vegetable garden was clearly evident.
He never missed an opportunity to be of
assistance to anyone or to any project on
campus. We will honour and celebrate Mr
Mntambo in 2022 when we are back together.

We will all miss Mr Mntambo, his zest for

Rest in perfect peace, Mr Mntambo.

Compassion
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EPWORTH TRUSTEES AND BOARD OF GOVERNORS
EPWORTH TRUSTEES
Mrs Cathy Smith (Trust Chair)
Mrs Fiona Bell
Dr Rowanne Marie
Mrs Kerry Moffett
Rev Collin Moore
Ms Thandolwenkosi Mthembu
Mr Ian Ogilvie
Mr Jeremy Smith
HONORARY LIFE TRUSTEES
Mr Lance Hackney
Mrs Patricia Oehley
Dr Graeme Shuker

EPWORTH BOARD OF GOVERNORS

EX-OFFICIO
Mrs Lisa Robertson
(Board Chair)
Bishop Vuyo Dlamini
(Representative of
Natal West District,
Methodist Church SA)
Mrs Tracey Munro
(High School Principal)
Mr Reynard White
(Prep School Principal)
Mr Emwee Zeelie
(Business Manager)

Mrs Lisa Robertson (Board Chair)
Mr Jeremy Diedricks (Board Vice-chair)
Ms Celita Begbie
Mrs Laureen Confait
Mrs Bernadette Cameron
(Prep School Parent Representative)
Mrs Cindy Kidger
(Epworthian Representative)
Mrs Cornelia Mcunu
Mrs Sharryn Middleton
(High School Parent Representative)
Ms Sunusha Moodley

Ms Fumani Mthembi
Mr David Poole
Mrs Jacqui Terblanche
(Epworthian Representative)
Ms Keletso Totlhanyo
EX-OFFICIO
Mrs Tracey Munro (High School Principal)
Rev Levoyu Sifo (Representative
of the Synod of the Natal West District
of the Methodist Church SA)
Mr Reynard White (Prep School Principal)
Mr Emwee Zeelie (Business Manager)

Mrs Cathy Smith

Mrs Fiona Bell

Dr Rowanne Marie

Mrs Kerry Moffett

Rev Collin Moore

Ms Thandolwenkosi Mthembu

Mr Ian Ogilvie

Mr Jeremy Smith

Mr Lance Hackney

Mrs Patricia Oehley

Dr Graeme Shuker

Bishop Vuyo Dlamini

Mrs Tracey Munro

Mr Reynard White

Mr Emwee Zeelie

Mrs Lisa Robertson

Mr Jeremy Diedricks

Ms Celita Begbie

Mrs Laureen Confait

Mrs Bernadette Cameron

Mrs Cindy Kidger

Mrs Cornelia Mcunu

Mrs Sharryn Middleton

Ms Sunusha Moodley

Ms Fumani Mthembi

Mr David Poole

Mrs Jacqui Terblanche

Ms Keletso Totlhanyo

Rev Levoyu Sifo
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EPWORTH TRUSTEES AND BOARD OF GOVERNORS
WELCOME TO MRS CATHY SMITH

C

athy Smith has been a Trustee
at Epworth since 2016 and took
over the role of the Chair of the
Trust in January 2021. She is married
to Warren and has an 11-year-old son,
James.
Cathy matriculated in 1994 and was
then selected to take part in a shortterm Rotary Youth Exchange to Brazil
for three months between the end of
Matric and the start of her first year
at university.
She obtained her Bachelor of Arts
degree (1995-1997) and Bachelor of
Law degree (1998-1999) at the former
University of Natal.
After completing her articles at Venns
Attorneys between 2000-2002,
Cathy was admitted as an Attorney,
Conveyancer and Notary Public on 15
February 2002, and stayed on as a

Mrs Cathy Smith (back, centre) with Prep and High School pupils
at the event to launch the new competitive house names.

Professional Assistant in their local
conveyancing department after her
admission.
She joined J Leslie Smith & Company
Inc. as an associate in 2005 and was
made a Director in 2008. She currently
heads up the local conveyancing

department, with a specific focus on
bond registrations.
She enjoys cooking, roses and flower
arranging. Cathy is passionate about
education and specifically education
for girls, and thus her involvement
with Epworth.

TRIBUTE TO MRS LIZ LUIZ

W

e were heartbroken at the
untimely passing of Liz Luiz,
a beloved member of the
Epworth community, who departed
this world, after a short illness, on 11
January 2021.
Liz was a loyal Epworth supporter
and ambassador who, throughout
her long association with the school,
“wore many hats”. She was a member
of the Epworth Board of Governors, a
position she held since 2008, as well
as a member of the Epworth Finance
Committee.
As a devoted mother to Zoë, who
started at Epworth in Grade RR and
matriculated in 2020, she, along with
her husband, Chris Odendaal, served
on numerous Parents’ Association
and Mudman Committees.
Liz always gave freely and
unbegrudgingly of her time and
resources. Not one to shy away from

Faith

Compassion

hard work, Liz was often seen flipping
burgers or manning catering stands at
Epworth functions.
Liz was an astute businesswoman
and entrepreneur who was CEO of
EM Luiz Chartered Accountants and
Registered Auditors, a successful
Pietermaritzburg-based organisation
that she had started in 1998. She
was well regarded for her financial
acumen, along with her high moral
and ethical standards.
Her big heart endeared her to all of
us, and she will be sorely missed.
While it is hard to find the words to
express our deep sorrow, we share an
immense appreciation for a joyful life
that was taken much too soon.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to
Chris, Zoë and the rest of Liz’s family.
May God hold you in the palm of His
hand.

Courage
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EPWORTH SCHOOL EXECUTIVE
MRS TRACY MUNRO’S INDUCTION AS PRINCIPAL OF THE HIGH SCHOOL

THE SCHOOL EXECUTIVE BRING CHRISTMAS CHEER TO PARENTS AND PUPILS
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NEW COMPETITIVE HOUSE NAMES

T

owards the end of 2019, the Transformation,
Diversity, and Inclusivity (TDI) committee
raised the topic of the competitive house
names.
The first step was to ascertain from the community
(Epworthians, current staff and pupils, Board and
Trust) whether we should consider changing the
competitive house names; the democratic process
revealed that most of the community felt that the
competitive house names should change. Next,
we asked the community for suggestions for the
new names. We received 35 different themes. The
Epworth Naming committee created a shortlist of
five options and asked the community to vote.
The theme with the most votes was Birds of Prey,
and the following competitive house names were
identified: Eagle, Falcon, Hawk and Kestrel. On 17
September, at a special event attended by pupils
from Grades 1 to 12, we asked four members of our
community to link the colours blue, green, red, and
yellow to the new names by drawing from a hat.
Mrs Bernadette Cameron (Prep School Parents

Faith

Association Chair) represented the Prep School,
Alida Esterhuizen (Head Girl) represented the High
School, Mrs Jacqui Terblanche (Epworthian Executive
Chair) represented the Epworthians, and Mr Michael
Zeelie (member of the School Executive) represented
the Epworth staff. In attendance was also the Chair of
the Epworth Foundation Trust, Mrs Janet Channing;
Board Chair, Mrs Lisa Robertson; as well as the Trust
Chair, Mrs Cathy Smith.
The results of the draw were as follows: Kestrel
House (blue), Falcon House (green), Eagle House
(red) and Hawk House (yellow).
Although most of the community that voted wanted
the competitive house names to change (due to
the previous names belonging to men from the
colonial era), we are sensitive to the memories and
connections to the previous names, especially when
the boarding houses also had the names, Athlone,
Buxton, Rhodes, and Somerset. These names are,
and always will be, a part of Epworth history.
Mrs Moira Filmer,
High School Deputy Principal

Compassion
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EPWORTH MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES

T

his year will be a notable
year in the history of our school.
For obvious reasons our little
museum was not visited by many.
On Open Day, we took our
history to the visitors. Covid-19
restrictions dictated smaller groups,
thereby extending the day and
subsequently four times more pupils
and uniforms were on display. In an
attempt to allow visitors to peep into
the museum a beautifully branded
glass front door was installed.

Much time has been spent hunting
and gathering anecdotes for the
125 celebratory book.
Special thanks go to Mrs Pat Korte
for again faithfully volunteering and
assisting with various routine tasks
once visitors were again allowed.
It is always sad to say goodbye to
retiring staff but such a privilege
to source appropriate images from
our archives for their farewells.
Mrs Renée Alcock, Archivist
Mrs Finny’s farewell

Wig washing added
to archivist’s job
description

All uniforms
had to be laundered

Various uniforms from the
Epworth collection

Ntokozo Mhlongo (2014), collected
her matric certificate and reminisced
about her school days

The annual Grade 3 museum visit was adapted into a fun-filled scavenger
hunt to identify certain pictorial clues to spots on the campus
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A visit to Rev David Sadler
(former Epworth Chaplain) to
collect a letter dated 1947 from
the 1949 Head Girl, Noel Perry

Fortis

EPWORTHIANS

T

he Epworthians Office has used
2021 to reevaluate its roles and
objectives as a society and reinvent
the way in which it reaches its members.
Watch out for a new and exciting format
in 2022. If you would like to be a chapter
head in your area, please contact our
Epworthian Office.
We started the year off welcoming the
new Grade 8 class to Epworth with a little
keyring and a note wishing them well on
their Epworth journey. I remember that
first day so clearly – the nerves, the tears,
the unknown.
Epworthian Day took on a whole new
format with the idea of Reunion Day in
Box being born. A variety of items were
sourced and placed in a box which was
then delivered to Epworthians’ homes in
time for Epworthian Day on 8 May 2021.

A record number of Epworthians (128)
met virtually via Zoom over which
we reminisced and watched videos
showcasing the school’s new
developments. We played an Epworththemed bingo in which all the questions
revolved around everything Epworth,
from past and present. We laughed (a
lot) and cried (even more) and then
broke away into our class years, enabling
Epworthians to stay and catch up for
as long as they liked. The class of 1961
seemed to particularly enjoy this catchup and stayed in their virtual room for a
good two hours!
A gold vermeil Kirsten Goss Epworthian
shell necklace was placed in one of
the 100 boxes that were sold. The lucky
recipient was Trish McDonald Slater
(Wessels, 1961). We were delighted that
someone with such a long line of family
history at Epworth received the necklace.
We had representation from over 41 year
groups and 27 international Epworthians
were able to join us – a phenomenal
achievement. Thank you all for taking the

EPWORTHIANS BURSARIES
There are two Epworthians bursaries
granted to High School girls with
close, strong Epworth links.
For further information contact
Epworthians@epworth.co.za

Faith

new competitive house names are Eagle,
Falcon, Hawk and Kestrel. Go Hawks!
(No bias here…)

Jacqui (right) with her sisters:
Loren Maquire 1990 (left) and
Shannon Mackenzie 1988 (centre)

time to join us in reconnecting, revisiting,
and remembering the sisterhood that
binds us.
We so hope that Epworthian Day 2022
(7 May) will be back on campus. Please
diarise the date in anticipation. We
cannot wait to greet you all in person.
Our chapel garden are in the process of
a much-needed facelift. Special thanks to
Dr Sally Bairstow Earl (class of 1971) for
directing the group of Epworthians who
have been hard at work in improving the
gardens. We thank all those for their time
and for the donations of plants and the
garden plans. If there are any additional
Epworthians with green fingers, please
contact our Epworthian Office.
The Epworthian Office was privileged to
be a part of Epworth history when the
school unveiled the new competitive
house names in September. It really was
wonderful to witness the entire school
embracing and celebrating change. The
Compassion

We were privileged to welcome the
current Grade 12s into the Epworthian
fold with a special induction service.
The High School Principal, Mrs Tracey
Munro, and I handed over their Kirsten
Goss silver shell necklaces and pledge
certificates before they wolfed down
a delicious tea and then dashed off to
get ready for their much-anticipated
Matric Dance. The excitement was
tangible - I am hoping their necklaces had
something to do with it!
October saw talented Epworthians
entertain the crowd at a fun community
engagement event at the Ambers
which was organised by the Epworth
Foundation. Nafas Frenzel (Agha 2016)
wowed with her musical talents and
Margie Odell (King 1962) with her poetry.
The message from both was to celebrate
life and to take each day as it comes.
2022 will see the introduction of
an annual award to celebrate the
extraordinary impact that Epworthians
have made in South Africa and the
world beyond. This annual award seeks
to recognise and celebrate the valued
contributions of our Epworth alumni
in making a significant difference in a
community, industry, arena or field of
study. Keep your eyes open for more
information on this exciting new award
and have your nominations ready.
We are gearing towards our 125th
celebrations in 2023 which promise to
provide something for everyone. We look
forward to the many events and activities
being planned.
Best wishes.
Mrs Jacqui Terblanche (Hampson 1993),
Epworthian President

CONDOLENCES 2021
Sandra Frangeskides (Lary) 1982
Philippa Lowe (Arnot) 1990
Bev Robertson (Norris) 1937
Joy Shepherd (Goble) 1955
Helen Stiebel (London) 1955
Ethne Webber (Mundell) 1945
Linda White (Morris) 1962

Courage
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EPWORTHIANS
A NEW CHAPTER - WELCOME TO THE GRADE 8s

Chay du Plessis with her sister and future Epworth girl

Water bottle and welcome note

EPWORTHIAN DAY IN A BOX

Bridget Fear (Alcock) 1992

Tish McDonald (Slater-Wessels) 1961

Sally Earl (Bairstow) 1971
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Hannah Munro 2017
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EPWORTHIANS
EN ROUTE TO BECOMING AN EPWORTHIAN
“Let others see into your soul – be genuine, be gracious, be kind. Always remember to stand tall and stay sweet
– a strong mind and a kind heart will always prevail.” (Bryan Anthony’s Stand Tall Stay Sweet)

The Grade 12 Induction Ceremony, signing of the pledge form and receiving of the shell necklaces

NEWS FLASH

Alani Ferreira (2016) competed
in her second Paralympics

Shaniaé Maharaj (2017)
was a finalitst in the 30th
African Human Rights
Moot Court Competition

Faith

Jill Richards (Gardner) and
Andre Hattingh (1971),
met on and offline to
celebrate their 50th reunion

Kendra Joubert (2008) passed
top of the class for her Masters
in Industrial Psychology

Compassion

Dr Yuvania Chetty (2008) and Dr Lerissa Chetty (2007)
were both spotted in the Maritzburg Sun

Kathy Crickmay (Thompson,
1983) was spotted doing
her bit cleaning our
city of Pietermaritzburg

Phumele Morare (2005) had
her short film Lakutshon’ilanga
premier at the Festival du Court
Métrange de Clermont-Ferrand

Courage
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THE EPWORTH FOUNDATION

K

athy Calvin says, “giving is not
about making a donation. It is
about making a difference.” The
Epworth Foundation’s aim is to make a
difference in the lives of young pupils
whom the school believes deserve the
right to distinguish themselves through
Epworth’s education, and as a result,
positively impact the wellbeing of our
community, society, country and world.
Many families make great sacrifices
to afford their children an Epworth
education. Many more cannot make
such sacrifices yet have talented and
deserving young children for whom
an Epworth education would be the
differential. For nearly 125 years,
Epworth has sought to incorporate
both groups of pupils into our fold. The
continuation and growth of this legacy in
benefaction is the Epworth Foundation’s
chief raison d’etre. Since 2016 our focus
has been to fortify Epworth’s ability to
support bursaries, both now and into the
future.

We work hard in the competitive space
of fundraising, to vary our “rallying call”.
We do this through real-time events,
presentations, social media stories,
auctions, newsletters, reports and
more. Without doubt, the Covid-19
crisis impacted our efforts. Real-time
events halted from March 2020 and only
resumed 18 months on, in October 2021.
We needed to be extra imaginative and
determined against such odds, which we
achieved, and our year ended strongly
with highlights that have included:
Friend-raising
• An event at the Amber Valley
retirement village (14 October)
• Three events in Johannesburg
(24-26 October)
• Our annual Golf Day (5 November)
Fundraising
• Eight fun online auctions (raising
almost R40,000)
• A crowdfunding campaign (just over a
year old), hosted on the internationally

recognised “Global Giving” platform
(raising over US$7,000 to date)
• Regular monthly and annual donations
from past girls and friends of the
foundation now totaling between
R400,000 and R500,000 per annum
• Gifts in kind: two magnificent paintings
donated to the school plus additional
funds to our bursary programme as
well as some generous early gifts for
the “Epworth Towards 125” chapel
garden restoration and book projects
2021 will be remembered for generosity
and growth in spite of economic
hardship, and for the support of Epworth
School Executive, Board and Trust,
together with exceptional leadership by
the committed Epworth Foundation
Trust and Trustees.
Deo gratias, as we continue proudly and
positively to accompany Epworth into
the future.
Mrs Ingrid Roberts (Bredenkamp 1980),
Foundation Director

THE EPWORTH FOUNDATION TRUST MEMBERS

Chair: Janet Channing is an Epworthian
(1981) and the Managing Director of
MetGovis, a software company. As a
registered professional property valuer,
Janet serves on the President’s Panel of the
Mediators and has a wealth of experience
in municipal valuation and rating. She
is an accredited trainer, moderator, and
assessor, and a registered Civil Commercial
Mediator. She is a passionate mother of
two sons. Janet believes the well-known
African proverb, “when you educate a
woman you educate a nation”. Her mother,
Dorothy Gray, donated the initial funding
to the Epworth Foundation Trust in 2002.
Janet only discovered this after she was
appointed as a Foundation Trustee.
Trustees: Neo Shabalala is CEO of
Governance Management Consulting.
Neo leads the firm in its mission to help
clients improve performance and ensure
compliance. Neo’s past roles include
KPMG board member and partner, and

126

Fida

as chairperson for the Transformation
Committee and Head of Public Sector.
Neo is mother to a lovely daughter.
Carol Coetzee is the CEO of the KZN
Film Commission. Previously she was
Accountant General for KZN and the HOD
for the KZN Department of Economic
Development and Tourism. Carol is
driven by her love of serving and a
desire for greater tangible success in the
transformation process in South Africa.
Carol is a parent to two daughters.
Bea Croudace is a former bursarand
commercial director of Kearsney College
where she was involved in the financial
management, strategic planning, HR and
policy formulation for the school. Bea
served as an independent trustee on
the Board of the Independent Schools’
Association of Southern Africa (ISASA)
Pension Fund and on their investment,
communications and marketing subcommittees. Following her retirement
Humana

from Kearsney, she developed a “Finance
for the Non-financial Manager” module for
ISASA and presented workshops to heads
and executive managements of schools
nationally. Bea is the proud mother of
three adult sons.   
Peter Keyworth, a former GM with NCT
Forestry Co-op and Epworth Board Chair
(2017-19) is strongly connected to the
school at many levels and over many
years. His wife Sue (Petit), was Head Girl
of Epworth (1970), a trust chair and the
family also share a four generation-long
association with the school.
Technical Advisor: Andrew Pfaff is the CEO
of Coherent Capital Management (Pty) Ltd.
Andrew has been integral to the upgrading
of the internal governance regime of the
Epworth Foundation Trust. This includes
the drafting of charters and policies; the
institution of investment, operational and
reporting processes; and the modelling of
long-term investment targets.
Fortis

THE EPWORTH FOUNDATION
EPWORTHIANS CATCH UP IN JOHANNESBURG
The Epworth Foundation was
able to visit Johannesburg in
late October 2021.
It was the first chance to
reconnect with our Epworthian
sisterhood since 2019!
Social gatherings at the homes of
Fredy Couture (1978) and Pippa
Smith (Anderson, 1981) were
huge fun in addition to a high-level
business breakfast in Hyde Park,
attended by 14 top Epworthian business executives, all pledging
their support to Epworth as we move towards our 125th in 2023.

ONLINE AUCTION
Fantastic fun was had this year via the Epworth
Foundation’s novel idea of an online auction!
Support was phenomenal and over R35 000 was
raised during the course of the year.
The absence of real-time events was almost forgotten
with this great and regular online meeting spot.

ANNUAL GOLF DAY
Friends of the Epworth Foundation were out again
in full swing at the Victoria Country Club for the
Epworth Foundation Golf Day on Friday, 5 November.
With a full field of players and sponsors, topped by
superb weather, it was a day of fun for everyone.
Best of all, the beautiful day supported our great
cause – Epworth into the future!
Our sincerest thanks to all for helping us raise an
outstanding R90 000! A new record in fundraising for
our now recognised golf day.
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WHOLE SCHOOL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Staff take
part in the
Spar Virtual
Challenge

Epworth’s
123rd
Birthday

Mass Dance
Against
Gender-Based
Violence
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