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FROM THE PREPARATORY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

EPWORTH
Preparatory School for Boys and Girls

W

ell, if we all thought that 2021
would bring us relief from the
Covid-19 pandemic we were
wrong. Aptly our theme for the year was
“Together We Can”. And we certainly had
to. The cornerstones of Epworth School
are based on our guiding principles from
our Motto: Faith, Compassion, Courage.
Once again with these words reminding
us each day that our purpose at school is
to help nurture and develop individuals,
so they can find their place in our world.
Epworth Preparatory is a school that will
always remain true to its core beliefs
in that we are here for the individual
children placed in our care. We will
continue to develop and strive to ensure
that all who enter our classrooms are
made to feel that they are important,
valuable and belong. Education is
a lifelong process of building and
developing, as we all know the most
important part of that process is the
foundation. Strong, solid foundations
allow for enormous development
that will last a lifetime. Every side of
that foundation needs to be strong
and be allowed to flourish. Hence, the
importance of a well-rounded education
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that establishes the opportunities for
children to find their area of passion and
grow with confidence.
One of the many things Epworth
Preparatory is blessed with, is the most
amazing staff who are dedicated and
passionate about their profession and
calling in life. This energy makes getting
through tough times a lot easier as a
team. The defining difference between
schools are the people who work within
them. It is these people that make
Epworth stand above the rest. This year
they have proved their value repeatedly
from one worldwide crisis to a national
crisis, to dealing with the day-to-day
smaller problems that arose from the
very different circumstances we are now
working within.
Epworth built on the foundations of last
year and we expanded our productions
with both the Grades 6 and 7 classes
putting on amazing online versions of
Pirates vs Mermaids.
Our Art exhibition went from ‘drive
through’ to ‘in-person’. What a joy it was
to see all the happy parent faces walking
around our beautiful library looking at
Humana

the creative efforts of all our pupils.
We even managed to play some interschool sports fixtures. Although, this was
short lived in many terms, we continued
with the practice sessions so that our
pupils could continue to develop skills
and have normal social interaction
outside of the classroom.
What this year has reminded us of is
that adaptability is a key component of
education and working with children.
Staff found ingenious ways of creating
the not so normal, normal. More
importantly we created a safe space
for children to interact, socialise and
develop educationally in a very uncertain
and worrying time.
I would like to thank our parent body for
the part they play in making our school
a safe, happy place for all children.
They certainly embraced our theme of
“Together We Can”. It has never been
truer during these times that it “takes a
village to raise a child”.
Faith Compassion Courage
Mr Reynard White,
Principal of the Preparatory School
Fortis
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Faith
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Courage
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PREPARATORY SCHOOL STAFF NEWS

I

n January, we welcomed the new year
with the appointment of a new Deputy
Principal in the Preparatory School,
Mrs Julie Calitz. Mrs Calitz joined the
Epworth family in 2005, and since then
has taught in various Grades from Grade
1 to 4. She was appointed as the HOD
of the Foundation Phase and proved to
be a valuable and integral part of the
management team. Her dedication,
work ethic and passion for education
contribute to her success in her new role
as Deputy Principal of the Prep School.
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Mrs Tarynne Noel, our Grade RR teacher,
was appointed to Grade 1 in Mrs Calitz’
place. Mrs Noel, having been an intern
in the Prep School before she began
teaching in the Pre-Primary, was a
welcomed addition to our Foundation
Phase team.
Mr Thando Dlamini, one of our
Intermediate Phase Interns, was
appointed as a Grade 6 teacher. His
manner with the pupils in his care is true
to what we stand for at Epworth.
Ms Tiffany Pointer qualified as an
Humana

Intermediate Phase teacher after
completing an internship in 2020, and
joined us as the Grade 7 Maths specialist
and Grade 6 Afrikaans teacher for 2021.
She has fitted into the role so well and
faced this new role with enthusiasm.
She sadly left Epworth in November to
pursue a teaching opportunity in the
United Kingdom and we look forward to
hearing of her adventures overseas in
the future.
Mrs Sandra Henning, expanded her role
in the Performing Arts department and
Fortis

PREPARATORY SCHOOL STAFF NEWS
was appointed as Head of Performing
Arts (whole school) for 2021. She has
continued to work her magic as our Prep
School drama teacher but handed over
the Grade 7s to Mrs Tamlyn Calder, a
Drama teacher in our high school. Mrs
Calder was an integral part of putting
the Grade 7 production together and
her enthusiasm and love for Drama have
been tangible. We said goodbye to Mrs
Calder and her family at the end of 2021
as they embarked on a new journey
overseas.
Mrs Tamlyn Liefeldt took on a new
appointment as HOD of the Foundation
Phase and has managed this profile well
while also fulfilling her Grade 1 teacher
role.
At the end of Term 1, we bid a
bittersweet farewell to Mr Jan Hendrik
van Tonder after teaching at Epworth for
twelve years. He was appointed as the
new Headmaster of Gert Maritz Primary
School from Term 2. Mr van Tonder has
had a remarkable impact on the lives
of the children he taught and his kind,
gentle approach will be sorely missed.
We thank him for his unwavering service
during his time at our school and send

him with God’s richest blessings as he
begins his new journey. He was replaced
by Mr Tyler May who joined us from St
Charles College . Mr May has settled well
into his new role as Grade 7 teacher and
HOD of the Intermediate / Senior Phase.

Ms Sally-Ann Eatwell was employed
in a locum capacity to manage her
class until the end of 2021. She can be
thanked for her time in our Grade R class
and the contribution she made in the
Pre-Primary.

We were very sad to say goodbye to our
librarian, Mrs Karen Maher, at the end
of Term 2. Mrs Maher has been the heart
of our library for six years and loved by
the children and staff alike. We are so
grateful to have experienced her warm
and caring nature, which will be left as a
legacy at our school. During her time as
our librarian, she assisted in designing
the most beautiful space for our children
to enjoy reading and fostered a love
for books throughout the grades. We
wish her all the best as she begins her
retirement.

Mr Patrick Makkink has been in the
engine room of our Computer centre
since 2009. He and his wife decided to
move to the coast in early 2022 so he
sadly left Epworth at the end of 2021
to begin this new chapter. Mr Makkink
will always be remembered for his vast
contributions within IT at the Prep School
and for his gentle and accommodating
manner. We do hope to continue to see
his beautifully written articles in the
media going forward.

Mrs Claudia Hempson, an experienced
Foundation Phase teacher, was
appointed in Mrs Maher’s place at the
start of Term 3. She brings with her a
wealth of creative ideas and a love of
learning. We are so excited to have her
on our staff.
Ms Amy Scott, a Grade R teacher, left
South Africa to join her fiancé in the UAE.

We are so proud of our intern teachers
who qualify at the end of each year and
take great pride and joy in seeing their
growth during their time at the Prep
School.
Mr Khanya Langa will be sorely missed
as he moves into a new role at Clarendon
Primary School. His absence in the
classrooms and on the sports fields will
be felt as his contribution in both spheres
was vast and so appreciated.

TRIBUTE TO MAHLE VILIKATI

O

of Mahle will stay in all our hearts as we
come to terms with the news of her loss.

n 3 February 2021, our school
suffered the loss of one of our
precious Grade 4s, Mahle Vilakati,
who passed away after a short illness. We
were devastated to hear of her passing
and her absence was felt by all, not only
her classmates.

Mahle worked diligently in the classroom
and showed great effort in everything
she did. She was very often seen drawing
and absorbed in beautiful, innovative
artwork as she took pleasure in being
creative.

Mahle can be remembered as a delightful
pupil who had a beautiful, friendly smile.
She joined our Epworth family in 2020
and quickly rose as one of our swimming
stars, winning the U9 champion award at
her first inter-house gala.

On behalf of all the pupils from Mahle’s
Grade 3 year, I would like to recognise
that even though we may have feelings
of sorrow in our hearts, sorrow can be
lightened by the love that surrounds us
as we come together in this devastating
time.

Her Grade 3 teacher, Mrs Lauren
Harrison, wrote this wonderful tribute to
her:
“Mahle was a very special part of our
cheerful Grade 3 class of 2020. It is easy to remember the
sound of her laughing, her sweet voice, her big eyes and
the bright, happy smiles that she always gave everyone. As
a school, our very fond and special thoughts and memories

Faith

Compassion

We are all especially thinking of Mahle’s
family and pray that they find comfort
through the love and support that surrounds them.
Like a bird singing in the rain, we can let happy memories
of Mahle survive in this time of sorrow.”

Courage
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SPIRITUAL LIFE

Easter Journey

N

one of us would have imagined beginning 2021 still
having to deal with Covid-19 and the impact it had on
our lives and school. Our whole school theme for this year,
“Together We Can”, could not be more apt, and has become a
phrase we hold onto in these challenging times, an encouragement
to stick together, even whilst we are having to physically distance
from one another.

Hope – holding onto God’s promises.

In the Prep School, we expanded on this theme in our chapel
services by adding to it, “Together with God we can”. What a
wonderful truth and source of peace in these uncertain times, that
through God we can do all things (Philippians 4:13).

In Term 4 we looked at a recipe to create “Together We Can” as laid
out in 1 Corinthians 13.

What are some of the things we can do together with God?
In Term 1 and 2 we looked at some of these: Together with God
we can comfort each other in sad times (2 Corinthians 1:4-5).
Together, with God, we can do so much more, because two are
better than one (Ecclesiastes 4:9). Together with God we can keep
going and not give up (Hebrews 12:1-3). Together with God we can
change the world for the better by starting with ourselves.
For Term 3, we chose to focus on the words of a beautiful artwork
that our very talented Mrs Lauren Harrison painted outside the
library. In the centre of the picture are the words, better together,
which is so true, and around it the words, love, hope, peace,
kindness and diversity.
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Peace – we can know the peace of God, no matter our
circumstances.
Kindness – is remembering the golden rule to treat others the way
you want to be treated.
Diversity – you’re different and is that not wonderful to know?

What do we need to make “Together We Can”? Patience, kindness,
generosity, thoughtfulness, humility, a heart quick to forgive, being
able to stand up for justice and truth, mixed with love that binds all
the ingredients together.
Some of our special services this year have included our Ash
Wednesday service, where we were encouraged by the idea that
God makes beautiful things out of dust; a reminder to lift our eyes
above our current circumstances and to fix them on Jesus.
For our Easter service we had to be extra creative as Covid-19
restrictions would not allow us to gather in groups larger than 50.
Along with our very enthusiastic Grade 7s, we were able to create
an Easter Journey, with each grade following the Easter story
from the crowds of Palm Sunday, to the last supper, Jesus’ arrest,
crucifixion and then the joy of His resurrection. We were able to
Humana
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Better together painting outside the library

Ash Wednesday service

use our beautiful chapel, and the garden around it, to re-create
scenes that helped us to better experience the joy of Easter
through our sense of sight, smell, sound and touch.
At our Ascension Day service, we celebrated God calling us to
partner with Him in spreading the good news. He knew that
Together We Can, that the good news of His love would be
spread much wider with many voices, rather than just one. In a
sense, when Jesus returned to Heaven, He was passing on the
baton to His disciples, and He was passing on the baton to you
and me. We too are called to share the good news, to be the
hands and feet of Jesus in this broken, hurting world. Together
with God we can share the good news. Together with God we
can bring heaven to earth.

Grade Rs waiting for chapel

Our Grade 7 final chapel service in Term 4 was a true celebration
of the gift these young people have been to us.
It was incredibly special to end off our year with carols by
candlelight where we gathered “Together at the manger.” In this
year where so often we have not been able to gather together,
we give thanks especially to God with us, Immanuel, celebrated
in the birth of Jesus.
We may not know what 2022 holds, but, “Together with God we
can”.
Keep FAITH, show COMPASSION and choose COURAGE.

Grade 7 final chapel service

Faith

Candle lighting

Carols by candlelight

Compassion

Courage
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Mandela Day collection

O

ur Christian values involve serving others in our
community. Jesus calls us to serve as He did: with
compassion, humility and love. Epworth serves its
community (both within the school and externally) through
supporting various programmes and projects, and
by doing so, gives all pupils and staff an
opportunity to learn and grow in
serving others.
2021 gave us the opportunity
to be involved in a number of
different projects again. With
the hard lockdown in 2020,
numerous organisations could not
run their annual projects and so
with the business sector opening
up in 2021, NPOs, NGOs and various
other organisations were once again
able to operate.

For our Easter collection, we partnered with Life Changer,
an organisation that helps those living on the streets. We
distributed Life Changer vouchers to our Epworth community
at R10 each. Not only did these vouchers help raise
funds for the organisation, but when distributed
to the homeless community of
Pietermaritzburg, were redeemable
for a meal, a clothing item or a
service such as seeing a doctor
or a social worker.
Mandela Day was a little
different this year. Initially
we could not take part due
to Covid-19 regulations that
required learning to be conducted
online. We then had the amazing
opportunity to use our 67 minutes on
Epworth’s 123rd Birthday. This saw the
whole school donating loaves of bread
and bread spreads in aid of the High School
67-minute sandwich making challenge for Youth
for Christ. All grades from the Primary School also

Here are some of the community
engagement projects in which we have been
involved over the course of the year:
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CHOC Flip-Flop day

Tekkie Tax day

Reach for a Dream slipper day

iced and decorated biscuits for Life Changer. Our delightful
highlight of Mandela Day was seeing our Pre-Primary pupils
heading up to the High School to hand over all the collected
loaves of bread and bread spreads.
Our Grade 7s really outdid themselves with the money they
raised for Life Changer during their Endurance Challenge. Our
thanks go to barefoot Comrades runner Graham Wells who
supported our Grade 7s by running all the way with them
barefoot.
We also started an exciting new initiative with an organisation
called We-collect that helps address poverty in South Africa
through entrepreneurial driven initiatives that tackle the
textile waste problem, using it to empower local and rural
communities. We launched a successful spring-cleaning drive
which encouraged our community to donate old textiles. A Wecollect bin has been placed in our recycling village for ongoing
textile recycling.

Sunflower Day topes

This year, our civvies days’ money has benefited the following
organisations: CHOC, Tekkie Tax, Reach for a Dream, SPCA and
The Sunflower Fund.
We are very grateful to you, the extended Epworth family,
for the incredible response we receive each time we run
a fundraising campaign or a collection. On behalf of the
organisations with whom we partner, many thanks for all the
support.

We-collect bin for textile recycling

Faith

The Life Boat voucher from Life Changer

SPCA food collection

Compassion

Courage
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PRE-PRIMARY
Grades RRR - R

GRADE RRR
Teacher: Ms Brittney Freese

Cora Cannon

Busa Gabuza

Khulubuse Mhlongo

Katlego Gumede

Rorisang Pilusa

Liam Kleynhans

Janke-Ané Scheepers

Alejandra Maharaj

Olwethu Tyekela

Riley Merryweather

Botlhale Zondi

Teacher: Mrs Sam Maharaj

Ross Blomeyer

Merize Broodryk

Zendaya Cele

Silondiwe Duma

Eden Dunn

Lorelei Liebenberg

Weza Myakayaka

Hleloluhle Ndwalane

Siyongama Ngcobo

Aarya Sewchuran

Nkazimulo Sibiya

Grace van Wyk

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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GRADE RRR - MS FREESE AND MRS MAHARAJ
We love Wednesdays in the Yellow Group because it means we can choose new library books to take home
and enjoy reading at bed time. Reading books encourages children to use their imagination
and broaden their vocabulary in a fun and interesting way.

Weza Myakayaka

Riley Merryweather

Ross Blomeyer

Janke-Ané Scheepers

Silondiwe Duma

Katlego Gumede

Khulubuse Mhlongo

Zendaya Cele

Rorisang Pilusa

Nkazimulo Sibiya

Eden Dunn

Alejandra Maharaj

Grace Van Wyk

Merize Broodryk

Cora Cannon

Siyongama Ngcobo

Botlhale Zondi

Lorelei Liebenberg

Hleloluhle Ndwalane

Busa Gabuza

Liam Kleynhans
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Aarya Sewchuran
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Olwethu Tyekela
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GRADE RRR - MS FREESE AND MRS MAHARAJ
The Yellow Group had a marshmallow braai in celebration of Heritage Day.
The children were all proudly dressed in South African colours
and they had lots of fun
Weza
Myakayaka
and Nkazimulo
Sibiya

Liam
Kleynhans and
Janke-Ané
Scheepers

Riley
Merryweather
and Alejandra
Maharaj

Busa Gabuza
and
Rorisang
Pilusa

Khulubuse
Mhlongo and
Botlhale
Zondi

Katlego
Gumede and
Olwethu
Tyekela

Aarya
Sewchuran
and Silondiwe
Duma

Cora Cannon
and Grace
van Wyk

Ross
Blomeyer and
Siyongama
Ngcobo

Merize
Broodryk and
Hleloluhle
Ndwalane

Faith

Zendaya Cele
and Lorelei
Liebenberg

Eden Dunn

Compassion

Courage
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Art

Siyongama Ngcobo

Alejandra Maharaj
Busa Gabuza

Lorelei Liebenberg

Eden Dunn
Nkazimulo Sibiya

Khulubuse Mhlongo

Janke-Ané Scheepers
Silondiwe Duma
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GRADE RR
Teacher: Mrs Kim Gouweloos

Aaron Behari

Lucia Els

Ashlyn Harry

Amelia Du Plessis

Chloe Hempson

Amory Lamprecht

Ansh Maharaj

Prince Mthembu

Ria Mungru

Mitaya Naidu

Wiehan Nortje

Lubanzi Ntshangase

Melokuhle Nzimande

Jordan Olaboye

Lauralie Sandalls

Tholoana Sekhesa

Akhokuhle Shongwe

Sophie Suleiman

Lilia Talbot

Grayson Thomson

Okuhle Xulu

Teacher: Mrs Taryn Norton

Sharaye Durugiah

Lilliana Ferreira

Caleb Govender

Ava Green

Evan Jordaan

Luthando Mbonambi

Carly-Rae Mitchell

Kenzie Mogg

Ariyanna Moodley

Georgia Moon

Thavan Naidu

Awande Ndlovu

Eyiloreoluwa Olasina

Angelina O’Neill

Saranya Pillay

Amira Sing

Elizabeth van Straaten

Kensey Williams

Atandwa Zuma

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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GRADE RR - MRS GOUWELOOS
The Green Group spent time learning the E sound, and all
about eggs. We saw and touched eggs, discussed
what they looked like, the colours and the textures.

Okuhle
Xulu
Wiehan
Nortje

Sophie
Suleiman
Ashlyn
Harry

Amelia
du Plessis

Chloe
Hempson

Jordan
Olaboye
Lauralie
Sandalls

Aaron
Behari

Ria Mungru
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GRADE RR - MRS GOUWELOOS
Looking at hard boiled eggs, we noticed the difference between cooked
and uncooked eggs. We tasted the hard boiled eggs, some of us liked
them, others did not! We had such fun decorating our own egg!
Lucia Els

Amory
Lamprecht

Tholoana
Sekhesa

Akhokuhle
Shongwe
Lubanzi
Ntshangase

Ansh
Maharaj

Mitaya
Naidu
Melokuhle
Nzimande

Grayson
Thomson

Faith

Prince
Mthembu

Lilia Talbot

Compassion

Courage
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GRADE RR - MRS NORTON
This year the Orange Group have used their whole bodies to explore numbers
and counting in all sorts of fun and interesting ways.
Amira
Sing

Angelina
O’Neill

Ariyanna
Moodley

Atandwa
Zuma

Saranya
Pillay

Sharaye
Durugiah

Ava
Green
Carly-Rae
Mitchell

Elizabeth
van
Straaten

Caleb
Govender
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GRADE RR - MRS NORTON
Whether we are hopping, jumping, matching, counting or manipulating
playdough, we always have so much fun!!!
Georgia
Moon

Eyilore
Olasina
Evan
Jordaan
Luthando
Mbonambi

Isaiah
Fatokun

Lilliana
Ferreira

Kensey
Williams

Awande
Ndlovu

Thavan
Naidu
Kenzie
Mogg

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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GRADE RR

Art

Kensey Williams

Lauralie Sandalls

Amira Sing

Lilia Talbot
Mitaya Naidu

Melokuhle Nzimande

Ava Green

Lilliana Ferreira

Sophie Suleiman
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Amory Lamprecht

Eyiloreoluwa Olasina
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GRADE R
Teacher: Ms Sally-Anne Eatwell

Zoey Botha

Tavar Budram

Lâché Holloway

Liam Noel

Lana Ilijevski

Mason Noel

Kaydence Burns

Scarlet Cannon

Zanokuhle Mahlaba

Liam Pillay

Lunathi Dlamini

Angela Mthembu

Skylar Pillay

Joshua Fatokun

Sayuri Narasimulu

Alisha Ramlal

Chloe Gounden

Zibusiso Ngidi

John Harrison

Hleloluhle Nhlangulela

Ytbarek Reda

Zoey Scott

Michaela Vermaak

Lily Kleynhans

Zawadi Kubheka

Not present: Amelia Jackson

Teacher: Mrs Michelle Starr

Aryan Bhagwan

Lacey Bouwer

Telana Broodryk

Erin Domleo

Caden de Vries

Peyton Gedye

Zenande Kubheka

Ronan Lovell

Snokholo Mdingi

Zanokuhle Mncwabe

Hleloluhle Msimang

Nehara Naicker

Cassia Naidoo

Lubanzi Ntimba

Olivia Pieterse

Shivaar Saktu

Mbongeni Sibanda

Eyob Tessema

Danro van Rooyen

Skye van Wyk

Faith

Compassion

Courage

Hamnah Nakooda

Nala Zondi
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GRADE R - MS EATWELL
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Numbers are all around us!

We are learning to recognise what different numbers look like, their value, their numerical order
and how we can add or take numbers away from each other to make new numbers.

Zanokuhle Mahlaba, Joshua Fatokun and Alisha Ramlal

Ytbarek Reda

La na Ili je vs ki
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John Harrison

Zoey Scott, Michaela Vermaak and Hleloluhle Nhlangulela

Lunathi Dlamini, Tavar Budram and Kaydence Burns

Jo hn Ha rri son
Fida

An ge la Mth em bu

Al ish a Ra ml al

Humana

Liam Noel, Chloe Gounden and Zibusiso Ngidi

C hl oe G ou nd en

Skyl ar Pilla y
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GRADE R - MS EATWELL
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This is a very important part of our Grade R year so we like to make learning fun,
and have thoroughly enjoyed learning and exploring the different ways that we use numbers.
Here you can see us collecting a variety of objects that we found outside.
We then recorded our findings by drawing and tallying them up onto our worksheets.

Lunathi Dlamini and Lâché Holloway

Liam Noel and Lana Ilijevski
Alisha Ramlal

Zoey Botha

Angela Mthembu

M as on N oe l

Faith

Kaydence Burns, Mason Noel, Ytbarek Reda and Lâché Holloway

Zo ey Sc ott

Say uri Na ras imu lu

Compassion

Zo ey Bo tha

Amelia Jackson

Tav ar Bu dra m

Courage

Yt ba re k Re da
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GRADE R - MRS STARR

Letters, sounds and words
Each week the Grade Rs are introduced to a new letter and the sound it makes within words.
They learn correct formation while writing three letter words as well as sounding out and reading words.
To add to the fun the children participate in a creative art activity linked to the specific letter.

...for
and helper

Nala Zondi

Mbongeni Sibanda

Caden de Vries

Nehara Naiker

Lubanzi Ntimba

Danro

Peyton Gedye

Cassia

Peyton

Ary

an

Mbong

eni

i
Lubanz

Olivia

Hleloluhle Msimang

...for

Hleloluhle
Caden

Ronan
Shiv
aar

Zanokuhle

Ham

nah

Lily

Snokholo

Erin
Neha

Nala

Zenande

ra

Telana

Lacey
Skye
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GRADE R - MRS STARR

...for
and
Zenande Kubheka

Shivaar Saktu

Ronan Lovell

...for
and
Lily Kleynhans

Aryan Bhagwan

Hamnah Nakooda

Snokholo Mdingi

Skye van Wyk

Telana Broodryk

Cassia Naidoo

Lacey Bouwer

Zawadi Kubheka

Eyob Tessema

Danro van Rooyen

Zanokuhle Mncwabe

...for
and

Olivia Pieterse
Faith

Compassion

Erin Domleo
Courage
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GRADE R

Art

Chloe Gounden
Olivia Pieterse

Telana Broodryk

Zoey Scott
Danro van Rooyen

Nehara Naicker

Lana Ilijevski

Michaela Vermaak

Zanokuhle Mncwabe
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Zawadi Kubheka

Humana

Lunathi Dlamini

Mason Noel
Fortis

PRE-PRIMARY: OTHER ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES
DRAMA
Fun and creativity has been the aim of Drama
lessons in Gr R. Who’s the Leader and Splat have
been firm favourites. We’ve even had a chance to
play some of the roles in Goldilocks and the Three
Bears and The Three Little Pigs – that Wolf never
stood a chance with our Grade Rs. We’ve made up
adverts and created a giant hot chocolate machine
that exploded all over Haley Hall.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Grade R

The Grade Rs have spent a lot of time this year focussing on and
working with digital images. They have learnt how to move, resize
and rotate them, and in the process have also become more
proficient with using and controlling a mouse.

LIBRARY TIME

All the Grade RRs and Rs
enjoyed their weekly music
lessons, where they learnt the
basics of note-reading and aural
perception. They discovered
many interesting facts about
various instruments, and the
Grade Rs even started playing
the recorder!

Music

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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PRE-PRIMARY: PERFORMING ARTS
GRADE R NATIVITY CONCERT – THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS
The night before Christmas brings much excitement to our young
pupils, and they performed in a wonderful concert filled with
happy songs, bringing much needed joy at the end of a busy year.

GRADE RRR-RR CONCERT
We were excited to welcome our Grade RR and RRR parents on to the campus in Term 4 to watch their children perform
in our Concert rings. These rings gave the parents a little insight as to what the children have been taught during the
year, and what fun they have had learning so many new songs and gaining in confidence to sing and dance together!

EISTEDDFOD
Pupils from the Pre-Primary School performed at the Eisteddfod organised by the SASMT (Pietermaritzburg Branch).
Well done to all the young talent who took part and congratulations to our 5 Silver certificate winners.
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PRE-PRIMARY: SPORT

T

his year has seen the Grade Rs
focus on individual skills in PE
and their co-curricular sports
programme, due to the changing nature
of the Covid-19 restrictions each term.
In Term 1 the co-curricular programme
saw the boys focusing on ball handling
in preparation for cricket and the girls
were introduced to the racquet skills
necessary to play tennis later in their
school careers. Term 2 and Term 3
were mini soccer and hockey skills, but
unfortunately without the match playing
opportunities of previous years. Term 4
saw a more traditional sport programme
with the return to swimming.
A highlight was the Inter-house Sports
Day in Term 3 where the pupils had a
chance to show off the individual skills
they have acquired, such as skipping
with a hula hoop, ball control and
bounce while running, the egg and
spoon race and a firm favourite, the sack
race. It was different without parents
there to cheer their children on but the
energy and enthusiasm of the pupils
made up for it.
A special thank you to all the parents
who have supported and encouraged
their children through this frustrating
time of Covid-19.

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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PRE-PRIMARY: OTHER SPECIAL MOMENTS
Literacy
Day

Book
Dress-up
Day

Mini
Comrades

Spring
Day
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PRIMARY
Grades 1 - 7

GRADE 1
Grade 1 L | Teacher: Mrs Tamlyn Liefeldt | Intern: Ms Charlene van Dam

Chéne Barnard

Sesethu Goge

Amukelani Mlotshwa

Cassandra Bleeker

Azariah Chengiah

Uziel Govender

Tayla Moon

Tasheel Dookie

Troy Hagen

Azande Nzimande

Thea Fourie

Okuhle Magagula

Mila Parmanandhan

Jessica Francis

Isla Fraser

Leano Maidi

Heiraal Ramlal

Neha Makanjee

Siyamthanda Shangase

Khanya Gobhozi

Ezinhle Mbatha

Oyama Sithole

Aleia Steenkamp

Madison Jordaan

Ella Siefu Kebede

Grade 1 N | Teacher: Mrs Tarynne Noel | Intern: Ms Tyla Camp

Grace Almeida

Bandile Kumalo

Uyikhokonke Ngwenya
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Zoe Calder

Emma Ducasse

Qhawekazi Magudulela

Leemiso Ninela

Banathi Mathonsi

Thintane Nkalakata

Fida

Ava Foster

Saselihle Gwala

Nontsikelelo Mjacu

Simphiwe Nkosi

Minenhle Mthethwa

Ariane O’Neill

Humana

Shrishti Jaglal

Cristian Musasiwa

Neha Ramsaroop

Teevanah Reddy

Fortis

Dilima Mutinta

Nokukhanya Sithole

GRADE 1

Art
Shrishti Jaglal

Neha Ramsaroop

Aleia Steenkamp

Zoe Calder

Leemiso Ninela

Chéne Barnard

Azariah Chengiah

Uziel Govender

Banathi Mathonsi

Minenhle Mthethwa

Cassandra Bleeker

Bike day is always a highlight of the Grade 1 year! The children
bring their bikes to school and we plan a fun day while learning
about our long “i” sound. They enjoyed going for a bike ride
around the school, a scavenger hunt for “i” sound words where
they then made a sentence with their groups and they sketched
their bikes before enjoying a special treat for tea.

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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GRADE 1 - MRS LIEFELDT

Sounds

Amukelani Mlotshwa

Azande Nzimande

Troy Hagen, Sesethu Goge, Amukelani
Mlotshwa and Uziel Govender
looking at our long e sound word ideas

Our Time2Read Phonics programme
runs from the Pre-Primary into the
Primary where we have fun
learning new sounds that help with
learning to read and to spell.
As the children learn new sounds,
they participate in entertaining
activities to reinforce a specific sound.
Scavenger hunts, sketching and brain
storming words for our sound are just
some of these activities.

Ezinhle Mbatha and Okuhle Magagula
cutting out their bees

Scavenger hunt on the playground looking for things
that have the long e sound in them

Khanya Gobhozi

Jessica Francis, Ezinhle Mbatha, Tayla Moon and Leano Maidi with
words they had to put in the correct sound picture column

Heiraal Ramlal
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Chéne Barnard
Fida

Isla Fraser

Tayla Moon

Cassandra Bleeker

Thea Fourie enjoying climbing the tree
while she sketches

Amukelani Mlotshwa

They had fun painting bees black and yellow

Ezinhle Mabatha
Humana

Jessica Francis

Azariah Chengiah
Fortis

GRADE 1 - MRS LIEFELDT

Khanya Gobhozi

Mila Parmanandhan

Oyama Sithole

Neha Makanjee

Sesethu Goge

Long “e” sound

Heiraal Ramlal, Uziel Govender,
Tasheel Dookie and
Jessica Francis sketching trees

Chéne Barnard

Sounds, sounds we learn new sounds,
Can you guess the sounds we found?
Tree, bee, leaf and bean
Fun activities you see!
The long e sound, you are right!
Sheep and treat not light or kite.
We learn our sounds every day,
In lots and lots of different ways.
Drawing, looking, writing down,
Never done with a frown.
This is one of the sounds we cover,
So many others to discover.

Amukelani Mlotshwa, Oyama Sithole,
Siyamthanda Shangase, Troy Hagen, Leano Maidi
and Okuhle Magagula after their scavenger hunt

Painting their bees that they drew for the long e sound

Okhuhle Magagula
Faith

Siyamthanda Shangase

Isla Fraser, Mila Parmanandhan,
Sesethu Goge, Ezinhle Mbatha,
Azande Nzimande and Uziel Govender
enjoying the scavenger hunt

Tasheel Dookie
Compassion

Isla Fraser

Khanya Gobhozi, Sesethu Goge, Mila Parmanandhan and Thea Fourie
showing us their words in the correct sound picture columns

Uziel Govender

Troy Hagen
Courage

Aleia Steenkamp
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GRADE 1 - MRS NOEL

Creativity in
the Classroom

Simphiwe Nkosi

Neha Ramsaroop

While we have fun learning to read,
write and work on our counting
and numbers, we always like to
jump into our creative bubbles and
explore through art.

Grace Almeida

Ava Foster

Bandile Kumalo

Emma Ducasse and Zoe Calder

Grace Almeida and Nokukhanya Sithole

Zoe Calder

Simphiwe Nkosi, Thintane Nkalakata and Ella Siefu Kebede

Ava Foster

Ella Siefu Kebede

Banathi Mathonsi and Neha Ramsaroop

Uyikhokonke Ngwenya and Madison Jordaan

Saselihle Gwala

Emma Ducasse
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Cristian Musasiwa
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GRADE 1 - MRS NOEL

Dilima Mutinta

Qhawekazi Magudulela

Ariane O’Neill

Thintane Nkalakata

Nontsikelelo Mjaco and Ariane O’Neill

Cristian Musasiwa and Shrishti Jaglal

Shrishti Jaglal

Teevanah Reddy and Saselihle Gwala

Minenhle Mthethwa

Teevanah Reddy

Qhawekazi Magudulela and Dilima Mutinta

Leemiso Ninela and Bandile Kumalo

Uyikhokonke Ngwenya

Nontsikelelo Mjacu
Faith

Madison Jordaan
Compassion

Leemiso Ninela

Banathi Mathonsi
Courage
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GRADE 2
Grade 2 H | Teacher: Mrs Zama Hlophe | Intern: Ms Julia Lind

Wealth Akinola

Isla Henwood

Biko Myakayaka

Daisy Burgdorf

Hayley Calitz

Yamkela Hlongwane

Tracy Kabongo

Yeshlan Naidoo

Britney Cameron

Imange Mamve

Awonke Ngerem

Gabrielle Colborne

Azizezonke Mbatha

Melokuhle Nhlangulela

Uyabahlenga Dlamini

Lwanele Mbatha

Sisanda Nxumalo

Likhwezi Mncwabe

Eli Pitout

Elizabeth Ettang

Chelsea Mitchell

Zenande Zondi

Grade 2 S | Teacher: Mrs Dani Stewart | Intern: Ms Sinayo Mkhize

Abigail Ajibade

Jazlyn Augustus

Daniel Blomeyer

Riley Liefeldt

Siphosethu Madlala

Sasani Mahlaba

Tawanayasha Mutomba

Yeshtan Naidoo

Anele Ncube
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Masivuye Dwenga

Inathi Khumalo

Rachel Merryweather Sinothando Mkhasibe

Mnqobi Ndlovu

Caleb Poole

Humana

Avuyile Kunene

Jenna Larter

Stephanie Larter

Navariya Moodley

Liya Moonisami

Kuhlekonke Msimang

Prajna Sarawan

Divija Subban

Aphile Thabethe

Fortis

GRADE 2

Art
Zenande Zondi

Inathi Khumalo

Eli Pitout

Siphosethu Madlala

Sisanda Nxumalo
Prajna Sarawan

Yeshlan Naidoo

Britney Cameron

Abigail Ajibade

Faith

Liya Moonisami

Sasani Mahlaba

Compassion

Hayley Calitz

Courage
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GRADE 2 - MRS HLOPHE AND MRS STEWART

Nocturnal Explorers
The Grade 2s had a chance to learn about and explore the wonders of nocturnal creatures.
They were greatly fascinated by their super senses and how they
have adapted to surviving in the dark.

Aphile Thabethe

Anele Ncube

Elizabeth Ettang

Hayley Calitz

Jazlyn Augustus

Lwanele Mbatha
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GRADE 2 - MRS HLOPHE AND MRS STEWART
We then focused on owls and their amazing hunting skills
as well as their other specialised features.

The Owl who was afraid of the dark by Jill Tomlinson was a perfect springboard for the
children to experience owl behaviour and facts. This was an ideal
introduction to poetry, projects and art.

Yeshtan Naidoo

Tracy Kabongo

Caleb Poole

Daisy Burgdorf

Imange Mamve

Stephanie Larter

Melokuhle Nhlangulela
Faith

Compassion

Courage

41

GRADE 2 - MRS HLOPHE AND MRS STEWART

The African Birds of Prey Sanctuary
My favourite moment was the bird show and
seeing all the birds live! – Sisanda Nxumalo

The vultures looked so scary.
– Masivuye Dwenga

I loved seeing the
vultures fight over
food. – Inathi Khumalo

Inathi Khumalo, Masivuye Dwenga and
Siphosethu Madlala at the vulture enclosure
My favourite bird was the Marsh
Owl, the cutest was the African
Scops Owl. – Prajna Sarawan

Everybody in Grade 2 went to the
Birds of Prey Sanctuary on the
school bus. – Kuhlekonke Msimang

The Marsh Owl was very cute and had
quite big eyes. – Abigail Ajibade
The vultures were scary, but it
was a fabulous day! – Eli Pitout
We also saw the
man feed the
vultures. Now that
was a real show!
– Britney Cameron

When it was the bird show, the eagles
and the owls were swooping up and
down! – Wealth Akinola

I liked the birds’
flying ability.
– Siphosethu Madlala
I got to touch an owl.
– Liya Moonisami

My favourite part
was the vulture
feeding. It was
so cool!
– Gabrielle Colborne
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GRADE 2 - MRS HLOPHE AND MRS STEWART
The Grade 2s had and an exciting outing to The African Birds of Prey Sanctuary
where they got a bird’s eye view of some of the raptors and owls we have learnt about.
Some of us got to touch or
give food to Roxy the Owl.
– Jenna Larter

The outing was so much fun. I loved how the Yellow
Billed Kite was flying in the air, so high. – Yeshlan Naidoo

We saw the Yellow Billed Kite mantling
over its prey. – Isla Henwood
On the school
bus, I sat with
my friends
Gabby, Hayley
and Chelsea. We
learnt about how
owls use
echolocation to
find food at night
as well as about
the Yellow
Billed Kite.
– Zenande Zondi

We saw a Spotted Eagle Owl and an African
Scops Owl. – Sinothando Mkhasibe

My favourite bird was the
Barn Owl. – Sasani Mahlaba

I got to feed the
African Wood Owl.
– Chelsea Mitchell

Mrs Stewart showed us the owls. – Avuyile Kunene
I had the time of my life at
The Birds of Prey Sanctuary!
– Biko Myakayaka

I think the Barn Owl and the Goss
Hawk were the most interesting.
– Uyabahlenga Dlamini

My favourite part was
when the man threw
the food into the air
and the Goss Hawk
caught it and ate it. It
was unbelievable!
– Azizezonke Mbatha

Eli Pitout measuring the size of his hand
against an eagle’s foot as Azizezonke
Mbatha, Rachel Merryweather, Caleb
Poole and Stephanie Larter look on

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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GRADE 3
Grade 3 B | Teacher: Mrs Sharon Banche | Intern: Ms Ntombifuthi Shezi

Nicolene Anderson

Tayjal Bedasi

Jordana Chatterton

Isabella Green

Troy Harrison

Jessica Jansen van Vuuren

Emihle Mbabane

Okuhle Mbatha

Nondalo Mkhasibe

Samkelokuhle Mlotshwa

Antoinette Mukeredzi

Ntandoyenkosi Mzila

Demika Naicker

Kwanda Ndlovu

Nkanyezi Ngidi

Kieran Pienaar

Maseeha Rahman

Kyle Spires

Grade 3 H | Teacher: Mrs Lauren Harrison | Intern: Ms Amoreé Clayton

Elona Bokwe

Kourtney Chetty

Layla Crawford

Aurora Foster

Andrea Gowar

Paige Jansen van Vuuren

Hannah Khan

Okuhle Mbabane

Khanyanjalo Mbatha

Lwandile Ndlovu

Luthando Oduola

Nicole Perks

Ava Pieterse

Iminathi Sibiya

Rachel Truter

Jedané van Rooyen

Ayabonga Zuma
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GRADE 3

Art
Layla Crawford

Maseeha Rahman
Ava Pieterse

Jordana Chatterton

Lwandile Ndlovu

Jessica Jansen van Vuuren

Kourtney Chetty

Rachel Truter

Luthando Oduolaa

Okuhle Mbatha

Nicolene Anderson

The Grade 3s were excited to go on their camp! On a guided walk they learnt about farming golden kiwis. At the dam the
children enjoyed paddling, swimming, splashing each other and played games on the field. A highlight was the challenging muddy
obstacle course. Going for a night walk and a bonfire before bed was exciting. The children learnt about Blue Swallows and
sink holes and went on a hunt to find insects and reptiles in the marsh. They also searched for different flowers that they
stuck onto cards. A wonderful time was had by all with hearty food, and the Roseland’s leaders were very hands on!

Layla Crawford

Troy Harrison, Nondalo Mkhasibe,
Ntandoyenkosi Mzila, Nicolene Anderson
and Isabella Green, frolicking in the mud

Faith

Antoinette Mukeredzi, Khanyanjalo Mbatha,
Nkanyezi Ngidi, Rachel Truter, Iminathi Sibiya and
Aurora Foster having fun on the obstacle course

Compassion

Hannah Khan

Courage

Luthando Oduola
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GRADE 3 - MRS BANCHE AND MRS HARRISON

ANDREA GOWAR

AURORA FOSTER

ELONA BOKWE

AYABONGA ZUMA

DEMIKA NAICKER

PROUD OF AFRICA

SAMKELOKUHLE
MLOTSHWA

The Grade 3s have been learning about the characteristics of art in different
countries. This has also given the children the opportunity to learn aspects from
other parts of the curriculum during art lessons such as geography and history.
The children watched a slide show and took part in an interesting discussion about
the different art in Africa. Historic art, sculptures, masks, jewellery and beadwork,
pottery, music, cultural influences and pattern work were discussed.
They created an African sunset with torn strips of paper, practised patterns and
then designed their own border. Finally, they chose their ‘proud of Africa’ shape,
which was drawn and decorated with inspiration from African pattern ideas.
Ayabonga Zuma, Layla Crawford, Jedané van Rooyen
and Kourtney Chetty creating their sunset background

TAYJAL BEDASI

HANNAH KHAN

Elona Bokwe, Troy Harrison and Jessica Jansen van Vuuren
decorating their shapes and being creative with their patterns

KIERAN PIENAAR

ISABELLA GREEN
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IMINATHI SIBIYA

Humana

KWANDA NDLOVU

NONDALO MKHASIBE

KYLE SPIRES
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GRADE 3 - MRS BANCHE AND MRS HARRISON

OUR ENVIRONMENT
The Grade 3s were tasked with making a boat out of recyclable materials.
Thinking carefully about what floatable items to use, they begun with drawing
and labelling a detailed boat plan, and spent time constructing their boats.
They ended by putting the boats on water to see if they would float and move.
This activity fitted in very well with our new literacy study on The Last Bear
which incorporates environmental awareness. The children related to April
Wood from the story, who tried to save a polar bear by taking him on a boat
out to sea to reach land closer to the Arctic where there are more ice caps.
They also created a list of items they would take on a boat in such an event.

Nkanyezi Ngidi

Kyle Spires

WHAT WOULD I TAKE ON A BOAT
Nkanyezi Ngidi

Jessica Jansen van Vuuren

I would bring a phone to call people
when there’s danger and I’d bring a
suitcase. But when I’m cold I’ll bring
a big blanket, food, oat biscuits, a
life jacket, eggs, juice, water, Coca
Cola and all kinds of stuff. God will
be with me if I die. He will always be
with me and I love him.

If I was April I would take a pillow,
clothes, a book, paper, pens, bag,
tablet, my bird, my teddy, a life
jacket, a jersey, a photo of my
family and friends. I would also
take water, juice, shoes, bags full
of toys, my bunny, my homework
and some Maths sums. Oh, and
I would take a mask to keep me
even warmer and a sleeping bag.

Emihle Mbabane

Nicole Perks

I would take a whole bag of
food. I will also take a sailor’s guide,
a TV and a PlayStation 5. I will also
take a fan. I will also bring food that
will last for a year. I will have to take
a life jacket. I will take a map and a
compass, but I will definitely need
a speed boat engine. I would take a
mattress, pillows and a candle. I will
take some fireworks and money. I
would also need a clock, a helmet
and cheese.

Layla Crawford

Samkelokuhle Mlotshwa

I would take a first aid kit because
I could get hurt. I could cut myself
and have a bad injury. I would take
a jacket because it could be cold.
I would take water and food just
to nibble on. A GPS would come in
handy so I won’t get lost.

The children try out their boats on the
water for the first time

Faith

Aurora Foster

Okuhle Mbabane
I would take a life jacket because
I will float on the water and a
lot of snacks because if I didn’t I
would starve. I would bring a lot
of clothes and blankets and one
teddy because of, well you’ll get
scared, and pool noodles so it can
float better.

Ava Pieterse

Aurora Foster
I would take a life jacket so that
I would not drown. I will also take
some tinned food since it lasts
longer. Also, I will take a pair of
clothes, boots, a scarf and maybe
a hoodie. So, then a pillow and a
blanket and water are last so that
I have a warm place to sleep. I
have to hydrate.

Isabella Green skippers her boat
while her class watches

Compassion

Jedané van Rooyen

Nondalo Mkhasibe

Iminathi Sibiya, Nicole Perks, Andrea Gowar,
Layla Crawford and Elona Bokwe watch
the boats to see if they stay afloat

Courage
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GRADE 3 - MRS BANCHE AND MRS HARRISON
RIDING ON A POLAR BEAR

HOT
CHOCOLATE

Creative writing on what it would be like to ride on a polar bear

Ava Pieterse

In our literature study of
The Last Bear, April, the main
character and her dad would
often drink hot chocolate to
keep warm in the Arctic!

If I was riding on a polar bear I would feel scared because they are
dangerous. My heart would beat fast and I would be shivering. My
hands would be holding tight and I would be screaming very, very
loudly as the polar bear runs fast like the wind. I would feel unsafe
riding on a polar bear because I would fall off and break my bones. I
would feel terrified doing that.

We thoroughly enjoyed
drinking our hot chocolate on
an icy cold wintery morning.

Antoinette Mukeredzi

WEATHER
STATION
April’s dad works at the
weather station on Bear Island
recording information about
the climate. A group of Grade
3s recorded the daily morning
and afternoon temperature
at our own Epworth Weather
Station using the thermometer
and a mobile weather app.

If I ride a polar bear I would be so scared but excited. If my mum
knew she would take me to another planet. Some people say that
I cannot keep a secret but I can definitely keep this secret. When I
was riding the bear I was scared that I would fall off because I wasn’t
holding on tightly (I didn’t fall off phew). When I was riding the bear I
felt like I was going to throw up. I have never been on a ride like that
and I never want to. The bear is like a brother to me. Which means I
love him a lot. I wish I could live with him but my mum would say no.
Even if she did say no, I would still keep him.

Lwandile Ndlovu

Okuhle Mbatha

I think riding on a polar bear would be crazy! Just imagine me
falling off Bear! If I were riding on Bear I would feel absolutely
terrified! But it would be timeless… I would be excited and brave
at the same time. Okay, I was lying! I would feel scared, unsafe,
frightened and fearful but it would be majestically fun and happy
too. It’s always amazing to ride a silky, smooth, cool polar bear. I
wish I could drink hot chocolate after a cold ride on Bear!

Okuhle Mbabane

Troy Harrison
I would feel very scared and it will be hard to grip on. If the polar
bear would go very fast some tears will come out of my eyes. I
would love it though. It would feel very weird. I could probably only
ride the polar bear for a little while. It would be quite fun but scary.
I hope that the polar bear would not eat me! My tummy would go
all funny. I will be scared because it could really hurt me or even kill
me. I will love it a lot and be scared a lot too.

Paige Jansen van Vuuren

Luthando Oduola

Maseeha Rahman
I would be super scared but excited. I mean riding on a wild animal
in the freezing cold would be so cool. He is more than double your
size! You will get a great view of the complete Bear Island. I’d feel
adventurous and there are so many emotions. I would feel happy,
sad, scared and I would enjoy it.

Kwanda Ndlovu

Jordana Chatterton

Rachel Truter
I rode on a polar bear and it’s fur was so soft like a warm, cozy
blanket. I felt so safe but afraid. I was so proud of myself. I thought I
was on a cloud of comfy marshmallows. I was so excited and happy.
I had so much fun riding Bear plus he is so soft and cute and I love
him so much.

Rachel Truter

Kourtney Chetty
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GRADE 3 - MRS BANCHE AND MRS HARRISON
CLIMBING A TREE

I used my left foot to start with on the
tree then I used my right hand to grip
the tree. The moss felt very soft and
smooth and the tree felt hard. Then I
had to twist my body to sit in the tree.
I saw birds fly past and I was high up
in the tree. I felt very calm up in the
tree. I was so very high; I felt I was the
highest person. – Nicole Perks
------------------------------------------------It felt so good to climb a tree. I was so
happy with the wind against my face.
It was incredible and fun when I got
on the tree. I felt like a lion and fast
like a cheetah. I went to the middle
and then I went to the side. I climbed
to the other side. It was so awesome
to have this experience. I put my
hand in a hole and then I put my feet
on the tree bark. I lay on a branch.
– Khanyanjalo Mbatha
------------------------------------------------First, I put my right foot on the tree
then I pulled myself up. Then I took a
step up and pulled myself up to the
top. I sat at the top and the view was
breathtaking. I looked around, and
it felt cool on my face. I love climbing
trees. It’s so much fun. If you have
not climbed one before you have to
because you can see everything when
you are higher up. Go and climb a
tree! – Kourtney Chetty

RECYCLING

The Grade 3s had fun climbing a tree and for some it was
their very first time. The children had to use all their senses
while they were climbing the tree so they could retell their
exciting and scary experiences in a creative writing piece.

Okuhle Mbatha,
Emihle Mbabane and
Tayjal Bedasi

The Grade 3s were shown a PowerPoint presentation and a few videos on litter and waste. They learnt what materials
they can recycle and the correct bin it needs to go in. They worked together as a team to reduce waste by recycling

Jordana Chatterton

Kieran Pienaar and Khanyanjalo Mbatha

Iminathi Sibiya

The Grade 3s also learnt about pollution. They watched a PowerPoint presentation and Miss Camp put all the types
of pollution into jars to show the effects on our environment. The children had fun participating in a quiz afterwards.

Hannah Khan and
Okuhle Mbabane show an
example of bad air pollution

Faith

Hannah Khan and
Andrea Gowar

Nicolene Anderson and
Antoinette Mukeredzi

Luthando Oduola and Ayabonga Zuma

POLLUTION

Khanyanjalo Mbatha
and Elona Bokwe

When you climb a tree you put your
leg on the tree then you put both your
hands on the side and grip onto the
tree and pull yourself up. As soon as
you are fully on the tree then look
around and feel around the tree. When
you want to climb higher you will put
your hand on the branch and then put
your other hand next to your hand
and pull yourself up. When you want
to go down you slowly put your leg on
a lower branch and put your hands
on the branch next to your leg and go
backwards feeling the tree.
– Nicolene Anderson
------------------------------------------------When I climbed the tree, I was quite
scared and quite happy. I got a good
grip because the bark is very rough. I
climbed it like Bear Grylls! So basically,
you can climb anyhow but just hold
onto that bark! I was quite scared
which is normal. When the wind blows
I feel calm. I feel like magic is around me
and I am safe. – Ntandoyenkosi Mzila
------------------------------------------------When I climbed the tree, I felt scared
that I would fall because I haven’t
climbed a tree in a long time. When I
came up I didn’t fall but I was scared
if I did fall. When I came down I was
worried that I would fall. I was also
scared of the bugs. – Kwanda Ndlovu

Maseeha Rahman and
Demika Naicker show how
unpleasant noise pollution is

Nicole Perks and Emihle Mbabane
showing the difference
between dirty and clean water

Compassion

Ntandoyenkosi Mzila and
Kwanda Ndlovu displaying clean
soil and polluted soil

Courage
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FOUNDATION PHASE: OTHER ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES
Grades 1, 2 and 3 all experienced a revised
curriculum this year, with instrumental tuition
being much more diverse than in previous
years. From lessons in the keyboard lab to
learning how to produce a sound on the
clarinet, as well as percussion, violin and
recorder featuring in the mix, the music literacy
skills learned were put to the test, and
musicmaking abounded in the Foundation Phase.

Music

Grade 1 Drama involved exploring our creativity and
developing our listening and observational skills. There is a
lot of detective work involved in working out who is missing
from class, or who the leader is in the drama games. Splat
and making monsters with our bodies were favourite games

The Grade 2s spent time in Drama performing Magic Product
Adverts. They were tasked with creating their own props and
we had wonderful adverts – from rainbow bath products to
magic cars and time travelling rings. We spent time on group
games that focussed on listening and group skills.

The Grade 3s focused on developing performance
skills in their Drama lessons. These included
learning how to read and perform a script, The Lost
Teddy Bear, basic scene blocking, making their own
paper puppets, developing the puppet character,
and performing a puppet scene. What a busy year!

The Grade 1s consolidated their image
formatting skills (as well as language
skills) this year by completing an
alphabet chart that required them to
move, resize and rotate images.
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The Grade 2s spent time getting
to know the keyboard and basic
keyboard skills. They focused on
using uppercase and lowercase
letters appropriately, leaving a
space between letters, and a
space after, and not before, full
stops and commas.

Humana

The Grade 3s consolidated and
extended their word processing skills
by writing a book review of The Last
Bear, their set book for this year.

Fortis

FOUNDATION PHASE: PERFORMING ARTS
JUNIOR CHOIR
An opportunity for the Grade 2 pupils to develop their choral singing skills was created this year, with the formation of the
Grade 2 Choir Club. They met every week to learn how to breathe, how to stand, and how to watch the conductor.
The Grade 3s rehearsed once a week (when allowed to) as per Covid-19 regulations. It has been challenging for these young
choristers, who have had to sing with masks on, and for a period without being allowed to sing at all. The highlight of the year
was the carols by candlelight where the combined Grade 2 Choir Club and Junior Choir sang together.

EISTEDDFOD
The South African Society of Music Teachers celebrated their 103rd birthday this year, and we were so fortunate to have
been able to host a part of this year’s piano section at Epworth. Pupils from the Foundation Phase played beautifully and
received 1 Silver and 3 Gold certificates. We are very proud.

DANCE PERFORMANCE AT THE CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT

Faith
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FOUNDATION PHASE: SPORT

T

he Foundation Phase has had a
productive year, considering the
changing Covid-19 levels and
the restrictions accompanying each
one. Prior to the third wave there were
opportunities to play a few girls’ hockey
and boys’ soccer matches. The teams
played well and with much enthusiasm.
The start of the year saw our co
curricular programme looking somewhat
different from previous years with
the girls doing a second racquet skills
lesson and the boys doing cricket skills
in place of swimming. Term 2 and 3 saw
the girls and boys playing mini hockey
and soccer. In Term 4 we returned to a
more traditional programme with the
reintroduction of swimming into PE and
the co-curricular programme.
Highlights of the year have been the
inter-house events, with the gala,
cross-country and sports day. The pupils
missed the support of their parents
alongside the field but their enthusiasm
made up for it, calling and encouraging
each other to do their best.
A special thank you to all the parents
who have encouraged their children to
keep going and do their best throughout
the year.
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FOUNDATION PHASE: OTHER SPECIAL MOMENTS
Day
With a
Difference

Spring
Day

World
Book Day

Literacy
Day

World
Read Aloud
Day

Faith
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GRADE 4
Grade 4 P | Teacher: Mrs Jennie Pennefather | Intern: Ms Zama Ndlela

Abigail Blomeyer

Chelsey Cameron

Siyamthanda Magudulela

Tayla Petersen

Revati Danilala

Minenhle Mathonsi

Sana Ramchandra

Chiedza Gadzikwa

Mason Moodley

Nkosiphile Sibanda

Lulibo Gonose

Nathan Moodley

Hannah Taylor

Arya Govender

Aryan Hanuman

Emihle Nkosi

Lorenzo Tesfay

Imaan Hoosain

Langa Nxumalo

Zachary Thomson

Malika Osman

Thomas van der Riet

Nkazimulo Xaba

Grade 4 R | Teacher: Ms Symone Rungasamy | Intern: Ms Zama Ndlela

Adara Behari

Kate Larter

Nkazimulo Ngidi
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Elizabeth de Goede

Brogan Liefeldt

Siyamubonga Dlamini

Taylor Lubbe

Sofie Olsen-Cameron

Fida

Jordyn Govindsamy

Chrislaine Lukusa

Elihle Polo

Ayabonga Gwala

Sbusiso Memela

Heanos Reda

Humana

Allegra Hemmero

Kayleigh Moodley

Asimbonge Shezi

Rachel Jonas

Kimeya Moonisami

Cherlaigne Sucks

Eddie Musasiwa

Mpendulo Zenda
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GRADE 4

Art

Zachary Thomson
Emihle Nkosi

Malika Osman

Lulibo Gonose

Brogan Liefeldt

Arya Govender

Nkazimulo Ngidi

Siyamubonga Dlamini

Kayleigh Moodley
Allegra Hemmero
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GRADE 4 - MRS PENNEFATHER

Together we can solve problems, together
we can help and care for each other, together
we are kind, together we are unstoppable,
together we can make tomorrow better.
– Abigail Blomeyer
Together we can inspire people, together we
can grow, together we can learn new things,
together we are Epworth! – Chiedza Gadzikwa
Together we are better at helping one
another and we can look out for each other,
together we can work as a team, together
we are better at saving our environment and
world, together we are better at defeating
Covid-19. – Chelsey Cameron

Mason and Nathan Moodley, Emihle Nkosi and Abigail Blomeyer

Together we are better at sorting out
problems, together we are better at helping
our communities, together we are inspiring,
together we are better at cheering each
other on, together we can help each other
with our studying. – Tayla Petersen
Together we are better at inspiring each
other, together we are better at encouraging
and cheering each other on. – Malika Osman
Together we are better at helping each other
and at solving problems in class by being
considerate and respectful. Together we
are better at helping each other learn to
communicate in different languages.
– Revati Danilala
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Tayla Petersen, Aryan Hanuman and Langa Nxumalo
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GRADE 4 - MRS PENNEFATHER

Together we are better at being sensible,
together we are better at working things
out because we put all our ideas together
and come up with creative solutions.
– Imaan Hoosain
Together we are better at being friendly and
helpful, together we make a powerful team.
– Aryan Hanuman
Together we are better at getting through
tough times and making them better,
together we can be amazing, together we
can change the world, together we can be
anything we want. – Hannah Taylor
Chiedza Gadzikwa, Nkosiphile Sibanda, Nkazimulo Xaba and Sana Ramchandra
Together we are better at making sad
people happy, together we are better at
making friends and getting along, together
we are better at loving each other, together
we are better at staying safe.
– Siyamthanda Magudulela
Together we are better at solving academic
and Maths problems, together we are better
at understanding democracy and fairness,
together we are better at being happy.
– Thomas van der Riet

Zachary Thomson, Revati Danilala and Hannah Taylor

Faith

Compassion

Together we are better at learning to respect
others and respect ourselves, together we
are better at practising the golden rule and
the golden rule is to treat others the way you
want to be treated yourself. – Lorenzo Tesfay

Courage

57

GRADE 4 - MS RUNGASAMY

Sbusiso Memela, Sofie Olsen-Cameron, Siyamubonga Dlamini, Elizabeth de Goede, Jordyn Govindsamy and Adara Behari

When I look out my window, I see…
I looked out the window and I saw the most beautiful sight. A Blue
Swallow sitting in my bird bath. Next to it was its fledgling. I soon
discovered the Swallow was teaching its baby to fly. It was such a
cute sight to see. Every morning I looked for the bird, and every
morning the bird returns. Soon the fledgling learnt to fly. We were
all so happy. – Taylor Lubbe

When I look out my window, I see…
When I look out my window, I see magnificent birds. Right outside
my window is a beautiful tree and, on that tree, I see a bird building
its nest. There are eggs in the nest waiting to hatch. It is exciting to
watch the mother bird take care of the eggs. Soon the eggs hatch
and the mother bird feeds her fledglings. I cannot wait to watch the
fledglings learning to fly. – Ayabonga Gwala

Asimbonge Shezi, Brogan Liefeldt, Taylor Lubbe and Kate Larter
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GRADE 4 - MS RUNGASAMY

Kayleigh Moodley, Rachel Jonas, Eddie Musasiwa, Ayabonga Gwala,
Chrislaine Lukusa and Cherlaigne Sucks
Together we can grow in Grade 4….
Like a seed planted into the ground, we walked into Grade 4. Still tiny but wanting
to grow. We were a new class, with new friends and a new beginning. After
a while, this little seed started to grow, learning new things, and discovering
something exciting each day. Good days and bad days, we get through them all.
We learn to say I am sorry; we learn to ask for help, we also learn to help. At the
end of Grade 4 we would have grown as much as we can and wait to enter Grade
5 as seeds and start the process all over again. – Kate Larter

Together we can make new friends in Grade 4…
Together we can make new friends by being kind to
one another. Showing respect to others is important
and that is what we learn to do. We love and
appreciate all those around us. Together we learn
to treat others fairly and by changing ourselves, we
learn how to change the world. Together we grow
and prosper in all that we do. – Chrislaine Lukusa

Allegra Hemmero, Elihle Polo, Mpendulo Zenda, Nkazimulo Ngidi,
Kimeya Moonisami and Heanos Reda
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GRADE 5
Grade 5 P | Teacher: Mrs Solly Peckett | Intern: Ms Nokuzotha Sosibo

Charis Akinola

Natalie Anderson

Nqaba Baai

Siphamandla Buthelezi

Ella Cooper-Seckel

Udiya Fatokun

Luhlelo Gcaba

Rylee Howells

Lilitha Jafta

Bhelekazi Khuboni

Samkele Mazantsana

Emily Moore

Robyn Padayachee

Aarya Pillay

Araina Rajkumar

Kajal Reddy

Jocelyn Reed

Luthando Sibiya

Paige Williams

Amahle Zuma

Ayota Zuma

Grade 5 W | Teacher: Mrs Samantha Williams | Intern: Ms Nokuzotha Sosibo

Zoë Ahrens

Leo Bytebier

Khloé Cox

Jeremiah Ettang

Sbhekile Hlela

Denique Louw

Andisiwe Matola

Mpuluswa Mbatha

Amakha Mbili

Casey-Lee Mitchell

Ayabonga Mnguni

Shelby Morewood

Issabella Niemand

Ziyanda Oduola

Lwandle Phiri
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Arikha Rajkumar
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Kiana Saktu

Alexa Sprunt
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Rebecca Thompson

Amy Totman
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GRADE 5

Art

Ayota Zuma

Amakha Mbili

Rebecca Thompson

Nqaba Baai

Amahle Zuma

Charis Akinola

Natalie Anderson

Ayabonga Mnguni

Zoë Ahrens

Ziyanda Oduola
Faith
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GRADE 5 - MRS PECKETT

Minibeasts
Kajal Reddy
Amahle Zuma

Samkele Mazantsana caught
the minibeast!

Siphamandla Buthelezi

Don’t blow your own trumpet
It was a hot summer day in the peaceful month of
December. Joe was a praying mantis who loved to brag
and boast about how far he could jump and that he had
the most beautiful wings that were the perfect shade
of green. The other insects were sick and tired of his
boasting and bragging. Joe decided to go pay the other
creatures a visit. He arrived at the peaceful garden
where the other insects were sitting and relaxing. When
they saw Joe, they all let out a heavy sigh. They all knew
Joe was about to brag. Within five seconds Joe started
boasting and bragging about himself. Joe walked
confidently to another praying mantis and flashed his
wings to the other praying mantis boasting as he was
accustomed to doing. Unexpectedly another LARGE
praying mantis appeared from nowhere and bit off his
little head. The large praying mantis contentedly ate Joe
bit by bit and then told the garden creatures to never
blow your own trumpet. – Luhlelo Gcaba

Bhelekazi Khuboni

Paige Williams examining
minibeasts in the science garden

Samkele Mazantsana and Udiya Fatokun
listening to John Roff

Rylee Howells
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GRADE 5 - MRS PECKETT

Minibeasts
Charis Akinola

Paige Williams

Luhlelo Gcaba
Ella Cooper-Seckel

Stick to your guns
On the field the ants were guarding their nest with
great commitment. A whiff of a pile of smelly cheese
sandwiches came drifting by. The ants thought that
if they could get a hold of the sandwiches it would
feed their colony for several months. The queen
overheard the workers chatting and ordered them
to go immediately. The worker ants were scared
and overwhelmed. How were they ever going to
be able to bring that huge lunch box of sandwiches
to the colony? The queen insisted and they had to
go! Several trips were made by the worker ants and
eventually the whole lunch box of smelly sandwiches
was in the colony. The queen proudly announced,
“You stuck to your guns and did it”. Well done!
– Aarya Pillay

Siphamandla Buthelezi catching
insects in the Epworth grounds

Araina Rajkumar’s insect home

The Monarch Butterfly
The monarch butterfly is an attractive butterfly, which
is very common in South Africa. It has striking orange
wings with dramatic black edges, that are dotted
with white spots. It smells through its thin antennae,
sensitive skin and soft feet. The monarch butterfly
sees with its two huge freaky compound eyes. The
six legs are jointed and are very sensitive. This gentle
harmless minibeast is very quiet and makes a soft
fluttering sound when it flies, but you might just hear
it chirp while it is eating. The monarch is a welcome
visitor in any garden. – Robyn Padaychee

Lilitha Jafta
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Luthando Sibiya
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Jocelyn Reed
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GRADE 5 - MRS WILLIAMS
Danger lurking below

Rebecca Thompson
I saw a shadow. A huge, dark grey shadow.
Was I hallucinating? Suddenly I felt
something hard and rough swim past my
leg. I caught a quick glimpse of it as it edged
closer. It had fins like an aeroplane and razorsharp teeth.
Leo Bytebier
I was in a giant wave as it curled down,
creating a long tunnel as I rode through
the wave. I could see fish all around me as
I looked down. As we were talking, a dark
shadow passed underneath us. I ignored it,
thinking it was a dolphin. Suddenly the
water erupted behind me as a huge giant
shark, with tiger-like patterns jumped out
of the water.

Mpuluswa Mbatha

The Grade 5s watched the movie “Soul Surfer”
to get inspiration for their own shark attack
stories. Some children decided to be surfers,
some were SCUBA divers, whilst others chose
to paddle or swim into unknown waters. We
looked at how to structure a story and included
our five senses to give a real sense of an actual
attack and how we survived to tell the story.
Here are some extracts from our stories, and
poems about sharks.

Casey-Lee Mitchell
Just then, I heard an ear-deafening squawk
from one of the seagulls. It was as though
someone had pierced a needle into its
feathery skin. I look down and saw a shadow
emerging in the murky waters. Suddenly the
air was a lot colder.

It moves so fast
The fish scatter in a blast
It’s as sly as a fox
Swimming like a snake caught in a box
It lurks around the sea
Cutting through the cold water with glee
– Lwandle Phiri

A great big body
Covered in a clingfilm like skin
Pointy, pectoral fins just like aeroplane wings
Grey, dull eyes
Round like chicken pies
Massive jaws that munch forever more
A shark, a shark
Things may get dark
– Jeremiah Ettang

As I was waiting for the wave, I felt
something swish past my leg. I thought to
myself that it must have been seaweed.
However, it touched my leg again, but this
time it felt rough. I thought my mind was
playing tricks on me, but suddenly I saw
huge teeth come out of nowhere. Red filled
the waters around me.
Kiana Saktu
Suddenly I saw a shadow, which was getting
closer and closer. I started to question my
eyes, but soon I felt something swim quickly
past my leg. It was rough and full of toothlike
structures. Just at that moment, I felt my
arm being ripped apart. There was so much
blood, it was as if someone was dropping
1000 bottles of tomato sauce into the ocean.
Khloé Cox
I think a piece of seaweed had touched my
leg, but I thought nothing of it until I saw a
dark shadow underneath me. I was so scared
that I could almost taste the fear and the
water around me was moving in circles.

Our Durban trip

Covered in rough, leathery skin
Pointy aeroplane fins
Swimming fast with glee
Tough razor teeth, many of which I can see
Scrawny long tail sticks out at me
Tooth-like structures as sharp as can be.
– Shelby Morewood

-

Gliding like oiled metal
Up and down to catch prey
Swiping its tail side to side
Lurking quietly and easily
Threatening fish to stay still
Quick reflexes
Always racing to catch fish
– Arikha Rajkumar

Mako
Vicious, deadly
Hunting, killing, lurking
A terrifying ocean beast
Shark
– Andisiwe Matola

Lwandle Phiri
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GRADE 5 - MRS WILLIAMS

Africa
Andisiwe Matola

Jeremiah Ettang
Alexa Sprunt

Issabella Niemand

Winter is not nice
In winter I feel like ice
Freezing and solid

Casey-Lee Mitchell

Kiana Saktu

Amy Totman

Khloé Cox

Leo Bytebier

Winter Days
In the morning air
A cold breeze flows
everywhere
I try to stay warm

– Ayabonga Mnguni

– Ziyanda Oduola
Cold and windy days
No leaves left on the
green trees
Time spent by the fire

Blanket and a gown
The most chilliest season
Coffee or Milo

– Amy Totman

– Sbhekile Hlela

Drinking hot chocolate on a chilly day

Denique Louw

Faith

Issabella Niemand

Mpuluswa Mbatha
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Amakha Mbili

Andisiwe Matola
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GRADE 6
Grade 6 B | Teacher: Mrs Nicola Blomeyer | Intern: Ms Sarah Stead

Kirsten Francis

Brigid Graaf

Namisa Gwamanda

Amylee Holtzhausen

Gemma Jansen van Vuuren

Ruchika Jhilmeet

Akhona Kunene

Sendhuri Manickum

Caitlyn Meyer

Nandi Mzila

Nelisa Ndaba

Noluthando Ngcobo

Vuyolwethu Polo

Sivara Ramnarian

Nqobile Shongwe

Inathi Sibanda

Happiness Tshiamala

Shreya Vather

Kaitlyn Zeelie

Grade 6 D | Teacher: Mr Thando Dlamini | Intern: Ms Sarah Stead
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Jedidiah Akinola

Madison Amein

Lilitha Buthelezi

Gracia Bilema Kabongo

Christella Kazadi

Mfundo Kumalo

Yaana Lalloo

Gregory Martens

Oluhle Mkhasibe

Claire Morton

Luthando Mtalane

Nosiviwe Mthimunye

Inge Nienaber

Joshua Pieterse

Ariyana Ramklown

Sibonelesihle Sebabole

Jessica Sloan

Kieta Wendler

Unathi Zondo
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GRADE 6

Art
Kirsten Francis

Claire Morton

Gregory Martens

Jessica Sloan

Caitlyn Meyer

Brigid Graaf

Ariyana Ramklown

Nandi Mzila

Kieta Wendler

Inathi Sibanda

Sivara Ramnarian

The Grade 6s enjoyed a three-day excursion to Nyala pans in the Umkomaas Valley. Teamwork,
orienteering and challenging personal limits were the themes of the camp. Each child grew as an individual.
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GRADE 6 - MRS BLOMEYER

INSIDE THESE WALLS... TOGETHER WE CAN:
DISCOVER AND
GAIN KNOWLEDGE

Noluthando Ngcobo
testing for conductivity

Kaitlyn Zeelie working in art
with 3D shapes

Gemma Jansen van Vuuren
doing a starch test on a potato

Sivara Ramnarian with
a geranium leaf for her
photosynthesis experiment

EXPRESS OUR IDEAS
Phoenix bird flies

Flying elephant

A phoenix bird forms to watch over
Where do you fly, with your long feathery
tail and your pointy golden beak?
You open your wings as wide as you can,
gliding in the sky with the wind
You are finished watching over
What have you found?
Will I see you again with your beautiful
feathers?
Take care on your long flight.
You’re my special cloud.
– Ruchika Jhilmeet

Through creative writing
Dragons Head
Beady eyes, huge claws, spikes down
his back and small, tiny hands.
Sharp, flesh eating teeth.
He looks at me and I look at him.
He slowly drifts away
No where to be seen
Will I ever see him again?

– Gemma Jansen van Vuuren

– Shreya Vather

Visit to the High School

Sendhuri Manickum, Shreya Vather and
Kirsten Francis ready to bake their biscuits

Nandi Mzila rolling
out her biscuits for baking
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Magnificent creature
Strolling through the sky
Beautiful big wings, there she flies
Dazzling trunks, swinging around and
around
Where did you come from?
Where did you go?
Come back to play
See you soon.

Fida

Humana

EXPLORE OUR
SURROUNDINGS

Amylee Holtzhausen
measuring her ingredients
Fortis

GRADE 6 - MRS BLOMEYER
BECOME SELF AWARE
With a single line we created
these self-portraits

Nandi Mzila

Noluthando Ngcobo

Happiness Tshiamala

Kirsten Francis

Kaitlyn Zeelie

BECOME ENTREPRENEURS

Namisa Gwamanda

Market Day

Brigid Graaf
at Market Day

Sivara Ramnarian with
her products

Nqobile Shongwe and Madison Amein selling their goods

LEARN AFRIKAANS

Masterchef - Verjaarsdag Sjokolade koek

Amylee Holtzhausen and
Vuyolwetho Polo

Sendhuri Manickum
and Ruchika Jihlmeet

Faith

Bestanddele
1 beker meelblom
3 lepels cocoa
250g botter
½ koppie suiker
1tsp vanielje essence
2 eiers

Kirsten Francis and
Gemma Jansen van Vuuren

Metode
Meng meelblom, cocoa, suiker en
vaielje saam met gesmelte botter in
‘n bakkie.
Voeg eiers by en klits vir ‘n minute.
Gooi alles in ‘n bakkie en bak
vir 25 - 30 minute.

Compassion

Nandi Mzila
and Akhona Kunene

Courage
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GRADE 6 - MR DLAMINI

INSIDE THESE WALLS... TOGETHER WE CAN:
BE WARRIORS FOR OUR
ENVIRONMENT

Luthando Mtalane, Jedidiah Akinola,
Kieta Wendler and Claire Morton

Building Eco Bricks
Oluhle Mkhasibe

Jessica Sloan

Nosiviwe Mthimunye

Gregory Martens

Sibonelesihle Sebabole

Ariyana Ramklown

Sibonelesihle Sebabole
and Lilitha Buthelezi

Christella Kazadi

Kieta Wendler

DISCOVER AND
GAIN KNOWLEDGE

Jedidiah Akinola

Mfundo Kumalo
testing for starch

Market Day

Experiments

Building a circuit
Nelisa Ndaba and Joshua Pieterse

Luthando Mtalane
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Oluhle Mkhasibe
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Inge Nienaber showing her product

Humana

Yaana Lalloo doing a
photosynthesis experiment

Fortis

GRADE 6 - MR DLAMINI
EXPRESS OUR IDEAS

Monday, the start of the week
I’m so tired and want to sleep.
Tuesday is not the time for me
I don’t get why we have PE.
Wednesday is a normal day
The middle of the week
I can’t wait to play hide and seek.
Thursday is Bari’s brush day
And so, it’s Bari’s birthday.
Friday is the day
It’s weekend time and time to play.
Saturday, I got delayed
Because someone was in the way.
Sunday it will be school tomorrow.
It fills my heart with sorrow.
Now everything starts again
I must use my brain
Oh what a pain.
– Madison Amein

Through creative writing
Spring is now here and in the air.
There she is getting dressed up and looking fair
With all her pretty flowers in the world.
She is looking smart
Even though there was a drought.
But she’s very bright,
And she’s glowing with all her might.
I’d really love it if she stays all day
and night.
– Nosiviwe Mthimunye

Winter is full of cold which makes
you want to fold
A blanket around your shoulders,
while the fire smoulders.
Sit by the fire and admire,
the flickering flames so full of aims.
Spring so full of bling which is
fit for a king.
Flowers in bloom makes you zoom.
Rain In the air, but not a single care.
Summer is hot quite a lot.
Reminisce of spring and all its bling.
It’s still in the air but with
a summery flair.
Autumn is gold and slightly cold.
Leaves are old,
They are the mould for new growth
And new oaths.
– Claire Morton

EXPLORE OUR
SURROUNDINGS
Visit to the High School

Christella Kazadi and
Oluhle Mkhasibe baking

Madison Amein painting in the art studio

Gregory Martens, Joshua Pieterse and Unathi Zondo baking

Gracia Kabongo getting her
ingredients to start baking

BECOME SELF AWARE

Jedidiah Akinola mixing
ingredients

Self Portraits

Joshua Pieterse

Faith

Mfundo Kumalo

Compassion

Inge Nienaber

Courage
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GRADE 7
Grade 7 D | Teacher: Mrs Heather Domleo | Intern: Mr Khanya Langa

Rachel Calder

Akshaya Danilala

Nzira Dzomba

Chloe Ferreira

Anjali Hanuman

Caitlyn Howard

Amelie Joubert

Jaques Marriott

Megan Meyer

Azile Mkhize

Addyson Mogg

Lakeisha Naidoo

Elihle Ngwenya

Scott Olsen-Cameron

Jemma Poole

Elizabeth Ross

Breydan Sing

Anathi Thembela

Alexa Tifflin

Grade 7 M | Teacher: Mr Tyler May | Intern: Mr Khanya Langa
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Abigail Botha

Kacy Calitz

Zukiswa Christian

Sohan Dookie

Tessa Finch

Ceann Govender

Reilly Hadden

Caitlin Hellmann

Hannahmay Hollick

Rohan Khan

Ongiwe Khumalo

Grace Moore

Simuthandile Ngidi

Tayla Norton

Sbulelo Nyandu

Kaitlyn Pope

Zethembiso Radebe

Sienna Schwikkard

Keneilwe Totlhanyo

Ethan van der Merwe

Piper Wendler

Fida

Humana
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GRADE 7

Art
Abigail Botha

Addyson Mogg

Caitlyn Howard

Kacy Calitz

Elizabeth Ross

Chloe Ferreira

Zukiswa Christian

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

NATURAL SCIENCE

These rooms were created as
part of a project planning and
designing a room in their home
after learning some of the
principles of technical drawing
and working with scale.

In our study of Natural Science, we
have the opportunity to do various
experiments. Kaitlyn Pope is doing an
experiment on chromatography, and
Simuthandile Ngidi is doing a timed
experiment making a salt solution.

AFRIKAANS
During our
Afrikaans theme
based on the game
reserve, we had a
fun expedition to
our own Epworth
“nature reserve”, the
Science Garden.

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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GRADE 7 - MRS DOMLEO
During our Grade 7 English Poetry theme,
we studied a poem called Love Poem for my
Country by South African poet, Sandile Dikeni.
The pupils were inspired to write their own
poems about South Africa through their eyes
and from the perspective of their experiences.
Under South African Eyes
Gunshot, gunshot, doof, doof.
Who said the heart is bulletproof.
You hear the innocent crying,
The guilty not even dying.
At this point you stop and wonder,
were you even trying?
Soon some will not buy bread
Evicted from their homes instead.
Some will soon be dead
Enough has not been said.

Anjali Hanuman

Elihle Ngweny a

As you walk through the filthiness of town
You realise our world is upside down.
This is a time of unrest
Our nation is being put to the test.
Although negativity has grown
Positivity will rule the throne.
United we shall stand
And rebuild our majestic land.
– Nzira Dzomba

The Colours of our Flag
The rainbow nation.
Blue represents the deep blue sea.
Listen to waves crashing against the golden
soft sands.

Alexa Tiff lin

Green represents the smooth lush grasslands
Where our famous Blue Crane lives.
With mysterious, never ending valleys and
emerald green hills.
Nature’s beauty, what a thrill.

Azile Mkhize

Yellow and red represent the bright glorious
sunset,
Over the dry dusty savannah plains,
Where our big five thrive.
White represents the fluffy clouds that pass
through the sky.
Like birds soaring high above the trees, feel
the coolness of the breeze.
Black represents the dark, quiet night,
Where wet mountain peaks gleam in the
starlight.
Our South Africa represents hearts
overflowing with love,
Like our magnificent waterfalls.
So may we come together and celebrate
This spectacular country, South Africa.
– Jemma Poole

Amelie Joubert
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Akshaya Danilala
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GRADE 7 - MRS DOMLEO
I Live in a Country
I live in a country
Where the cultures come together,
The spices, the dishes
The flavour of each culture’s wishes.
The colour and the art so unique
And some that seem quite antique.

Megan Meyer

I live in a country
That is teeming with life
Where the birds fly high
And the stars shine bright.
Full of people and creatures
Big and small,
And the large booming sound
Of an elephant’s call.
I live in a country
That has become fractured over time
Everyday life: corruption, poverty and crime.
From a country that came together,
To a country falling apart.
It is up to us, its people
To fix this country’s path.
– Anathi Thembela
Breydan Sin g

My South Africa
My South Africa,
Of hopes and dreams,
Of learning and freedom,
Of love and laughs.
Jaques Marriott

My South Africa,
Where there is greed,
Where there is disease,
Where there is pollution,
And where everyone fights a war within
themselves.
My South Africa,
Where the unrest, looting and flames
shook the country.
Where everyone was tense and restless,
When even the trees stopped dancing
and waited in silence.
My South Africa,
Of family and friends,
Smell the memories, the flavours of
South Africa,
Smell the spices of braais, curries, pap
and cultural foods.

Scott Olsen-Cameron

Lakeisha Naido o

My South Africa,
I look forward with hope
To the time when, irrespective of your
race, religion or economic status,
We will all be equal South African citizens.
Let us celebrate this diverse nation,
And join hands to celebrate our equality
and democracy.
– Akshaya Danilala
Rachel Calde r

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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GRADE 7 - MR MAY
South Africa
Find my country at the bottom of the world,
find my country in the hot land of Africa!
Through the twisted branches of the Yellowwood
trees.
On the hot sand by the luscious sea, swim
majestic dolphins, happy as can be.
This is our land, our land of richness!
Tayla Norton

Camping in the desert with the succulent cacti,
the smell of boerewors and steak cooking on the
braai.
The pap is in the pot, the mielies are boiling.
This is the life in our great country!
The lekker greeting of, “Howzit, bru!”
The scream of, “Eish!” and the call of the hadeda.
The aroma of potjie and vleis is spectacular.
This is a day in the life of a true South African!
The wildlife is amazing, the serene wetlands and
dry veld.
We have our problems but our positives sure
weigh up.
Through all the hard times we have stuck
together, nobody can bring us down.
This is my home and I am proud to be part of it!

Ethan van der Merwe

– Kacy Calitz

Hannahmay Hollick

Tessa Finch

Grace Moore

The beat of my African heart
Orange bursts of light streaming through the blinds.
Waking up to the rhythm of the drum.
“Howzit bru,” are the words I hear.
When friends sit down with an ice-cold beer.
Braaivleis sizzling-eish it smells lekker.
“Haibo!” the South Africans cry,
When the lights die-thanks Eskom!
Out come the candles and boardgames,
maybe tonight won’t be so lame?

Rohan Khan

Potjie, pap and tomato relish,
Is a meal that we all do cherish.
The hadedas raucous call in flight,
Is disruptive for me at night.
I close my eyes and drift off to sleep,
Not looking forward to the alarm clock beep.
Back to school I go,
Hoping next weekend will go slow.
The beat of my African heart.

Sbulelo Nyandu

– Abigail Botha
Zethembiso Radebe
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GRADE 7 - MR MAY
Love for my home
South Africa
No other place I would rather be
No other place I would rather see
South Africa is my birth place
A home that will never be replaced
Ningizimu Afrika, ikhaya lami.
Even though we face struggles
Times of hardship
As a country we stand together
At the end of the day we stand as one.

Ceann Govender

There may be good days,
there may be bad days
That is just what makes our country so unique,
beautiful and different
That even through all that hardship
We come together as one.

Ongiwe Khumal o

South Africa
No place I would rather be
No place I would rather see
South Africa is my home
A home that I will cherish for all my days
Ningizimu Afrika, ikhaya lami.
– Zukiswa Christian

Reilly Hadde n

Piper Wend ler

Caitlin Hellman n

South Africa
The juicy taste of biltong
Tough, yet so tender
Full of flavour.
The moist malva pudding
Delicious with creamy custard
Leaves the kitchen with a sweet aroma.
The lions sprinting for their prey
The hyenas cheeky laugh
The meerkat observing their surroundings.

Kaitlyn Pope

The citizens roaring with joy
Umama’s “HAIBO!” when shocked
Usisi’s “Lekker!” when having a good time
Friend’s “Eish” when making a mistake.

Sohan Dookie

It’s not perfect
But it’s my home
And I love everything about it
SOUTH AFRICA.
– Keneilwe Totlhanyo
Sienna Schwikkard

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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GRADE 7
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INTERMEDIATE / SENIOR PHASE: OTHER ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES

Chelsey Cameron
displayed her sentence
construction skills after
learning vocabulary on
“Myself”. She wrote
about her sister.

After learning all about
animals, the Grade 5s got to
use their vocabulary while
writing about their own pet.
Leo Bytebier wrote about
his dog Bob.

Pupils are encouraged to interact
verbally, creating confidence
and an understanding of the
language. Sibonelesihle Sebabole
and Christella Kazadi wrote and
acted out a lovely dialogue.

After learning the basics
of poetry, the Grade 7s got
to write their own poem.
Zethembiso Radebe wrote
about the best day he
spent with his family.

A number of activities were
enjoyed during the year: the
Grade 7s played Marimbas,
Grade 6s wrote and performed
raps, Grade 5s did a comparative
film study and Grade 4s learnt the
clarinet and violin. All the pupils
also attended a demonstration of
the trumpet and trombone.

The Grade 4s created a
PowerPoint presentation
on the Solar System, and
did a substantial project
on the birds of Southern
Africa. These projects have
helped them develop their
PowerPoint, MS Word and
research skills.

Faith

The Grade 5s created
PowerPoint presentations
on some interesting places
in Durban in anticipation of
their trip there later in the
year. Attractions included
uShaka Marine World,
Durban Harbour, the Sharks
Board and the Beachwood
Mangroves.

Compassion

This year the Grade 6s were
introduced to the basics of
digital citizenship. They learnt
about the importance of
constructing a positive digital
footprint, and the dangers of
creating a negative one. They
also learnt how to identify
and respond to cyberbullying
should they encounter it.

The Grade 7s were
introduced to the basics
of Robotics. They learnt
how to move and direct
“Kipp”, their onscreen
robot, and were able to
instruct Kipp to draw the
different colour lines of
the rainbow.

Courage
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INTERMEDIATE / SENIOR PHASE: OTHER ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES
Grade 4s have performed scenes from scripted plays,
created their own costumes and props. Group work and
problem solving were key to all the drama work this year.
An introduction to improvisation provided light moments
filled with laughter – try speaking in alphabet sentences!

DRAMA
DRAMA

Radio plays filled with sound effects and
well-voiced characters was a great start
to the year. Grade 5s have continued
with improvisation and ended 2021 by
creating their own TV shows.
How many different things can you imagine a dustpan, or a PC mouse
could be? Grade 6s presented a Nat-Geo type performance where they
had to convince their classmates that their answer was the correct
one! Fierce scientific competition. Monster Mash was an opportunity
to create, with their own bodies, monsters, each with their own secret
power, weird sounds, and a physical characteristic.
Performance skills, physical theatre and
dance have been our focus in Grade 7
Drama. What a privelege to teach such
enthusiastic and motivated pupils whose
dedication to being brave culminated in
their final dance presentations.

INTERMEDIATE / SENIOR PHASE: PERFORMING ARTS
GRADE 6 AND 7 PRODUCTION
An adventure on the high seas gave our Grade 6s and 7s an opportunity to perform Pirates vs Mermaids. Each grade had
their own version due to Covid-19 protocols and they had a chance to star in their own movie version of the play. There was
a pirate ship, a mermaid cove and lots of fearsome pirates and sassy mermaids!
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INTERMEDIATE / SENIOR PHASE: PERFORMING ARTS
GRADE 5 TV SHOW
Hello Epworth and
5News were created by
the Grade 5s for their
mini-production this year.
They scripted their own
scenes, learned about
filming, and created a
memorable production.

EISTEDDFOD
Pupils from the Prep School participated
in the Eisteddfod organised by the SASMT
(Pietermaritzburg Branch). They all played very well,
and we look forward to entering more participants
in 2022. Congratulations to our pupils who collectively
received 9 Silver and 12 Gold certificates. Alexa Tifflin,
Abigail Botha and Grace Moore were selected to
participate in the 2021 Best of the Eisteddfod Concert.

ASSEMBLY PERFORMANCES
A number of our instrumental players and singers recorded pieces and songs, which the Prep and High School
pupils watched during online Assemblies.

SENIOR CHOIR
The Senior Choir rehearsed as and when they could, even
having “Choir Meetings” when they were unable to sing due
to Covid-19 regulations. They learned music literacy skills
to help them read choir music more easily, and listened to
some famous choirs performing. Although member numbers
this year fluctuated, those who attended rehearsals regularly
were able to grow and develop vocally, which was evident in
their contribution to the carols by candlelight.

PREP ENSEMBLE
The Prep Ensemble has continued to rehearse each
Wednesday, and they were able to play at the carols
by candlelight. The members of the Ensemble are to
be commended as they have remained focused and
dedicated, despite almost no opportunities to perform.

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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INTERMEDIATE / SENIOR PHASE: SPORT

A

nother challenging year of
sport for our pupils, attaining
freedoms and then lockdowns
unfortunately curtailing what they had
already gained. It has been a frustrating
year, but our pupils have adapted
and adjusted well, doing their best to
maintain Covid-19 protocols while still
enjoying the sports on offer.
We have been very lucky to have been
able to take part in a number of sport
activities and events against other

schools this year, namely in canoe
sprints, girls’ hockey and netball, boys’
soccer, cross-country and squash. We
have kept up the match play through
internal tournaments and games, the
most successful being tennis, which has
seen a steady growth in participants.
A special thank you to all the parents
who have supported and encouraged
their children to take part in as
much as they safely can during these
unpredictable times.

DISTRICT AND PROVINCIAL REPRESENTATIVES
GIRLS HOCKEY

GYMNASTICS

U12/U13 KZN Inland Team
Non-Travelling Reserve
Happiness Tshiamala (U12)

KZN Junior Colours
PMB ACAD – Level 1
Nicolene Anderson, Khloe Cox,
Jessica Jansen van Vuuren,
Paige Jansen van Vuuren
and Rebecca Thompson

NETBALL
Umgungundlovu District Team
Sibonelesihle Sebabole (U12)
SQUASH
KZN A Team
Rylee Howells, Jocelyn Reed and
Paige Williams (U11)
DIVING
Rachel Calder
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PMB ACAD – LEVEL 2
Nondalo Mkhasibe
HORSE RIDING
KZN Equestrian Team
– Dressage Level 2
Elizabeth Ross

Fortis

INTERMEDIATE / SENIOR PHASE: OTHER SPECIAL MOMENTS

Day
With a
Difference

Guest
Speakers

Book
Dress-up
Day

Mentor
Programme

Heritage
Day

Faith

Compassion

Courage
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PREPARATORY SCHOOL INTER-HOUSE ACTIVITIES

O

ur Inter-house events have been
well supported by the pupils
and a joy to watch, but different
without the energy of our parent
supporters cheering on their children.
Unfortunately, due to the various
Covid-19 waves and restrictions, we
have not been able to host our full
complement of events.
The pupils were delighted to be part of
the unveiling of the new competitive
house names: Eagle House (Red),
Falcon House (Green), Hawk House
(Yellow) and Kestrel House (Blue).
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WHOLE SCHOOL

FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER

T

his has been a year of “Together
We Can”. The new School
Executive, the staff and the
Epworth community have not only had
to face yet another year of the Covid-19
pandemic, but have had to deal with
challenges in our city and country that
have affected our school year. However,
we have strived to take Epworth forward
so that our parents, pupils and staff can
proudly say “Epworth is the place to be”!
The school’s recycling efforts have been
going extremely well this year. We
opened a new recycling depot on Golf
Road which is proving to be popular with
our external community. We also started
a partnership with We-collect, a local
company that recycles and repurposes
textile waste, while empowering local
and rural communities.
Our Estates department developed and
cultivated a fantastic vegetable garden
on campus. The fresh organic produce
is utilised in the kitchen by our caterers
and is thoroughly enjoyed by our pupils
and staff.
At the beginning of the year, we
renewed our catering contract with
Capitol Caterers after requesting an
improvement to their offerings. They
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have updated their menu, changed key
staff and introduced an app that allows
staff and High School pupils to choose
from a selection of meals.
April saw the arrival of a new generator.
It was installed just in time to avoid the
significant electrical disruptions we
experienced in our area. This was
followed by an upgrade of the school’s
electrical distribution board.
Thanks to the Capital Development Levy
and the High School Parents’ Association
Levy, we were able to upgrade three of
the High School ablution facilities as well
as those in the Pre-Primary and Primary
Schools. A wheelchair-friendly ablution
has also been added to the High School
facilities.
The squash courts received much
needed attention, which resulted in us
replacing the roof sheets and upgrading
the internal roof structure. We also
replaced the old fluorescent lights with
new, eco-friendly LED tubes and gave the
courts a fresh coat of paint.
Our fibre internet is proudly supported
by Cool Ideas and Frogfoot. The school
now has 10 times the bandwidth it had
before this new fibre line was installed.
It is enhancing our already strong
Humana

capabilities by providing high-quality
online learning and media-rich teaching
experiences.
Work on rejuvenating our chapel
garden started this year, and we are
blessed to have an Epworthian, Dr Sally
Bairstow Earl, helping to make this
project possible. Together with some
Epworthian helpers, Sally has started
beautifying the chapel garden and the
surrounding areas. We look forward
to the launch of the new garden at the
beginning of our 125th year in 2023.
Numerous other exciting developments
have been completed or are underway
on our beautiful campus. I am so grateful
to the dedicated estates, finance and
whole school support teams that have
worked extremely hard to bring these
developments to fruition.
A school is only as strong as its
community, and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank our parent body for
its continuous support throughout the
year. With the support of our Epworth
community, the school can only go from
strength to strength.
Mr Michael (Emwee) Zeelie,
Business Manager
Fortis

FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER

Rejuvenating the chapel garden

The new generator

The vegetable garden

The new recycling depot on Golf Road

WHOLE SCHOOL STAFF
Epworthians

Mrs Jan Menear

Finance and Administration Department

Mrs Nicki Curry

Mrs Kate de Goede

Mrs Charmaine Maharaj

Mrs Rajayshree Maistry

Mrs Vahini Murugen

Mr Shane George

Mr Elias Hadebe

Functions and Estates Department

Mr Kevin Assy

Mr Tyler Diedricks

Faith

Mr Bongani Dlamini

Compassion

Mr Ntokozo Dlamini

Courage
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WHOLE SCHOOL STAFF
Functions and Estates Department

Mr Collin Hector

Mr Lucky Hlongwane

Mr Dumisani Khanyile

Mrs Amanda Lamprecht

Mr Craig Manuel

Mr Bhekani Mbhele

Mr Sanele Mkhize

Mr Sibusiso Mkhize

Mr Madonda Mlekleli

Mr Lindokhule Mhlongo

Mr Nkululeko Mntambo

Mr Sanele Mwalase

Mr Mthokozisi Ndlovu

Mr Thulani Ntombela

Mr Basil Potgieter

Mr Neill van Rooyen

Mr Khulakani Zuma

Information Technology Department

Mr Darrian Churchill

Ms Dilshana Durgaparsad

Mr Michael Ritson

Marketing Department

Mrs Joanne Anderson
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Ms Vicky Crookes

Ms Debbie Davison

Humana

Ms Raylene Kleinhans
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WHOLE SCHOOL STAFF
Museum and Archives

School Shop

Mrs Renée Alcock

Mrs Tennile Singh

The Epworth Foundation

Ms Liziwe Myakayaka

Mrs Ingrid Roberts

Transport Department

Mr Christopher Hadebe

Ms Renê Kikia

Mr Johannes Mchunu

Mr Njabulo Ngcobo

Mr Felix Mthembu

Mr Radesh Singh

Not present: Ms Khwezi Ngubeni

WHOLE SCHOOL STAFF NEWS

F

ollowing the retirement of
Mrs Beverly Roux at the end of
2020, Mrs Kate de Goede joined
the Finance and Administration
department in April. She has taken over
the role of School Support Secretary.
A huge welcome to Kate and her family.
Ms Raylene Kleinhans joined the
Marketing department in September as
the Marketing Assistant. Her main focus
is on the school’s social media platforms.
We wish Raylene all the very best in her
new position.

In the Functions and Estates department,
Mr Shane George joined us in January
as a casual employee in the workshop. He
is a skilled welder and interior painter.
Mr Sanele Mwalase joined us as a
groundsman looking after the sports
fields. Mr Collin Hector started in April
as a gardener, and we also welcomed
Mr Lindokhule Mhlongo to the
Functions department.
Mr Radesh Singh, Epworth’s Transport
Co-ordinator, retired at the end of 2021
after more than 11 years of service.

Radesh will be missed for his jovial
personality, the extra care and kindness
he always gave to his colleagues. We
welcomed Ms Khwezi Ngubeni this year
who joined the school as the new Coffee
Shop supervisor.    
It is with great joy that we congratulate
Mr Michael Ritson and Ms Liziwe
Myakayaka on the births of their beautiful
baby girls. Mr Ritson and his wife Tammy
welcomed their first baby, Olivia to the
family in December, and Ms Myakayaka
had a baby girl, Nandile in July.

TRIBUTE TO MR NKULULEKO NKOSINGIPHILE MNTAMBO

I
Faith

t is with a heavy heart that we share the
news of Mr Nkululeko Nkosingiphile
Mntambo’s passing at the end of 2021.
Most unfortunately, he was involved in a car
accident and was fatally injured. We hold
Mr Mntambo’s family in our prayers at this
difficult time.

life and love of Epworth as he nurtured
the gardens. His pride in the produce from
the vegetable garden was clearly evident.
He never missed an opportunity to be of
assistance to anyone or to any project on
campus. We will honour and celebrate Mr
Mntambo in 2022 when we are back together.

We will all miss Mr Mntambo, his zest for

Rest in perfect peace, Mr Mntambo.

Compassion

Courage
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EPWORTH TRUSTEES AND BOARD OF GOVERNORS
EPWORTH TRUSTEES
Mrs Cathy Smith (Trust Chair)
Mrs Fiona Bell
Dr Rowanne Marie
Mrs Kerry Moffett
Rev Collin Moore
Ms Thandolwenkosi Mthembu
Mr Ian Ogilvie
Mr Jeremy Smith
HONORARY LIFE TRUSTEES
Mr Lance Hackney
Mrs Patricia Oehley
Dr Graeme Shuker

EPWORTH BOARD OF GOVERNORS

EX-OFFICIO
Mrs Lisa Robertson
(Board Chair)
Bishop Vuyo Dlamini
(Representative of
Natal West District,
Methodist Church SA)
Mrs Tracey Munro
(High School Principal)
Mr Reynard White
(Prep School Principal)
Mr Emwee Zeelie
(Business Manager)

Mrs Lisa Robertson (Board Chair)
Mr Jeremy Diedricks (Board Vice-chair)
Ms Celita Begbie
Mrs Laureen Confait
Mrs Bernadette Cameron
(Prep School Parent Representative)
Mrs Cindy Kidger
(Epworthian Representative)
Mrs Cornelia Mcunu
Mrs Sharryn Middleton
(High School Parent Representative)
Ms Sunusha Moodley

Ms Fumani Mthembi
Mr David Poole
Mrs Jacqui Terblanche
(Epworthian Representative)
Ms Keletso Totlhanyo
EX-OFFICIO
Mrs Tracey Munro (High School Principal)
Rev Levoyu Sifo (Representative
of the Synod of the Natal West District
of the Methodist Church SA)
Mr Reynard White (Prep School Principal)
Mr Emwee Zeelie (Business Manager)

Mrs Cathy Smith

Mrs Fiona Bell

Dr Rowanne Marie

Mrs Kerry Moffett

Rev Collin Moore

Ms Thandolwenkosi Mthembu

Mr Ian Ogilvie

Mr Jeremy Smith

Mr Lance Hackney

Mrs Patricia Oehley

Dr Graeme Shuker

Bishop Vuyo Dlamini

Mrs Tracey Munro

Mr Reynard White

Mr Emwee Zeelie

Mrs Lisa Robertson

Mr Jeremy Diedricks

Ms Celita Begbie

Mrs Laureen Confait

Mrs Bernadette Cameron

Mrs Cindy Kidger

Mrs Cornelia Mcunu

Mrs Sharryn Middleton

Ms Sunusha Moodley

Ms Fumani Mthembi

Mr David Poole

Mrs Jacqui Terblanche

Ms Keletso Totlhanyo

Rev Levoyu Sifo
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EPWORTH TRUSTEES AND BOARD OF GOVERNORS
WELCOME TO MRS CATHY SMITH

C

athy Smith has been a Trustee
at Epworth since 2016 and took
over the role of the Chair of the
Trust in January 2021. She is married
to Warren and has an 11-year-old son,
James.
Cathy matriculated in 1994 and was
then selected to take part in a shortterm Rotary Youth Exchange to Brazil
for three months between the end of
Matric and the start of her first year
at university.
She obtained her Bachelor of Arts
degree (1995-1997) and Bachelor of
Law degree (1998-1999) at the former
University of Natal.
After completing her articles at Venns
Attorneys between 2000-2002,
Cathy was admitted as an Attorney,
Conveyancer and Notary Public on 15
February 2002, and stayed on as a

Mrs Cathy Smith (back, centre) with Prep and High School pupils
at the event to launch the new competitive house names.

Professional Assistant in their local
conveyancing department after her
admission.
She joined J Leslie Smith & Company
Inc. as an associate in 2005 and was
made a Director in 2008. She currently
heads up the local conveyancing

department, with a specific focus on
bond registrations.
She enjoys cooking, roses and flower
arranging. Cathy is passionate about
education and specifically education
for girls, and thus her involvement
with Epworth.

TRIBUTE TO MRS LIZ LUIZ

W

e were heartbroken at the
untimely passing of Liz Luiz,
a beloved member of the
Epworth community, who departed
this world, after a short illness, on 11
January 2021.
Liz was a loyal Epworth supporter
and ambassador who, throughout
her long association with the school,
“wore many hats”. She was a member
of the Epworth Board of Governors, a
position she held since 2008, as well
as a member of the Epworth Finance
Committee.
As a devoted mother to Zoë, who
started at Epworth in Grade RR and
matriculated in 2020, she, along with
her husband, Chris Odendaal, served
on numerous Parents’ Association
and Mudman Committees.
Liz always gave freely and
unbegrudgingly of her time and
resources. Not one to shy away from
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hard work, Liz was often seen flipping
burgers or manning catering stands at
Epworth functions.
Liz was an astute businesswoman
and entrepreneur who was CEO of
EM Luiz Chartered Accountants and
Registered Auditors, a successful
Pietermaritzburg-based organisation
that she had started in 1998. She
was well regarded for her financial
acumen, along with her high moral
and ethical standards.
Her big heart endeared her to all of
us, and she will be sorely missed.
While it is hard to find the words to
express our deep sorrow, we share an
immense appreciation for a joyful life
that was taken much too soon.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to
Chris, Zoë and the rest of Liz’s family.
May God hold you in the palm of His
hand.
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EPWORTH SCHOOL EXECUTIVE
MRS TRACY MUNRO’S INDUCTION AS PRINCIPAL OF THE HIGH SCHOOL

THE SCHOOL EXECUTIVE BRING CHRISTMAS CHEER TO PARENTS AND PUPILS
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NEW COMPETITIVE HOUSE NAMES

T

owards the end of 2019, the Transformation,
Diversity, and Inclusivity (TDI) committee
raised the topic of the competitive house
names.
The first step was to ascertain from the community
(Epworthians, current staff and pupils, Board and
Trust) whether we should consider changing the
competitive house names; the democratic process
revealed that most of the community felt that the
competitive house names should change. Next,
we asked the community for suggestions for the
new names. We received 35 different themes. The
Epworth Naming committee created a shortlist of
five options and asked the community to vote.
The theme with the most votes was Birds of Prey,
and the following competitive house names were
identified: Eagle, Falcon, Hawk and Kestrel. On 17
September, at a special event attended by pupils
from Grades 1 to 12, we asked four members of our
community to link the colours blue, green, red, and
yellow to the new names by drawing from a hat.
Mrs Bernadette Cameron (Prep School Parents

Faith

Association Chair) represented the Prep School,
Alida Esterhuizen (Head Girl) represented the High
School, Mrs Jacqui Terblanche (Epworthian Executive
Chair) represented the Epworthians, and Mr Michael
Zeelie (member of the School Executive) represented
the Epworth staff. In attendance was also the Chair of
the Epworth Foundation Trust, Mrs Janet Channing;
Board Chair, Mrs Lisa Robertson; as well as the Trust
Chair, Mrs Cathy Smith.
The results of the draw were as follows: Kestrel
House (blue), Falcon House (green), Eagle House
(red) and Hawk House (yellow).
Although most of the community that voted wanted
the competitive house names to change (due to
the previous names belonging to men from the
colonial era), we are sensitive to the memories and
connections to the previous names, especially when
the boarding houses also had the names, Athlone,
Buxton, Rhodes, and Somerset. These names are,
and always will be, a part of Epworth history.
Mrs Moira Filmer,
High School Deputy Principal
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EPWORTH MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES

T

his year will be a notable
year in the history of our school.
For obvious reasons our little
museum was not visited by many.
On Open Day, we took our
history to the visitors. Covid-19
restrictions dictated smaller groups,
thereby extending the day and
subsequently four times more pupils
and uniforms were on display. In an
attempt to allow visitors to peep into
the museum a beautifully branded
glass front door was installed.

Much time has been spent hunting
and gathering anecdotes for the
125 celebratory book.
Special thanks go to Mrs Pat Korte
for again faithfully volunteering and
assisting with various routine tasks
once visitors were again allowed.
It is always sad to say goodbye to
retiring staff but such a privilege
to source appropriate images from
our archives for their farewells.
Mrs Renée Alcock, Archivist
Mrs Finny’s farewell

Wig washing added
to archivist’s job
description

All uniforms
had to be laundered

Various uniforms from the
Epworth collection

Ntokozo Mhlongo (2014), collected
her matric certificate and reminisced
about her school days

The annual Grade 3 museum visit was adapted into a fun-filled scavenger
hunt to identify certain pictorial clues to spots on the campus
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A visit to Rev David Sadler
(former Epworth Chaplain) to
collect a letter dated 1947 from
the 1949 Head Girl, Noel Perry
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EPWORTHIANS

T

he Epworthians Office has used
2021 to reevaluate its roles and
objectives as a society and reinvent
the way in which it reaches its members.
Watch out for a new and exciting format
in 2022. If you would like to be a chapter
head in your area, please contact our
Epworthian Office.
We started the year off welcoming the
new Grade 8 class to Epworth with a little
keyring and a note wishing them well on
their Epworth journey. I remember that
first day so clearly – the nerves, the tears,
the unknown.
Epworthian Day took on a whole new
format with the idea of Reunion Day in
Box being born. A variety of items were
sourced and placed in a box which was
then delivered to Epworthians’ homes in
time for Epworthian Day on 8 May 2021.

A record number of Epworthians (128)
met virtually via Zoom over which
we reminisced and watched videos
showcasing the school’s new
developments. We played an Epworththemed bingo in which all the questions
revolved around everything Epworth,
from past and present. We laughed (a
lot) and cried (even more) and then
broke away into our class years, enabling
Epworthians to stay and catch up for
as long as they liked. The class of 1961
seemed to particularly enjoy this catchup and stayed in their virtual room for a
good two hours!
A gold vermeil Kirsten Goss Epworthian
shell necklace was placed in one of
the 100 boxes that were sold. The lucky
recipient was Trish McDonald Slater
(Wessels, 1961). We were delighted that
someone with such a long line of family
history at Epworth received the necklace.
We had representation from over 41 year
groups and 27 international Epworthians
were able to join us – a phenomenal
achievement. Thank you all for taking the

EPWORTHIANS BURSARIES
There are two Epworthians bursaries
granted to High School girls with
close, strong Epworth links.
For further information contact
Epworthians@epworth.co.za
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new competitive house names are Eagle,
Falcon, Hawk and Kestrel. Go Hawks!
(No bias here…)

Jacqui (right) with her sisters:
Loren Maquire 1990 (left) and
Shannon Mackenzie 1988 (centre)

time to join us in reconnecting, revisiting,
and remembering the sisterhood that
binds us.
We so hope that Epworthian Day 2022
(7 May) will be back on campus. Please
diarise the date in anticipation. We
cannot wait to greet you all in person.
Our chapel garden are in the process of
a much-needed facelift. Special thanks to
Dr Sally Bairstow Earl (class of 1971) for
directing the group of Epworthians who
have been hard at work in improving the
gardens. We thank all those for their time
and for the donations of plants and the
garden plans. If there are any additional
Epworthians with green fingers, please
contact our Epworthian Office.
The Epworthian Office was privileged to
be a part of Epworth history when the
school unveiled the new competitive
house names in September. It really was
wonderful to witness the entire school
embracing and celebrating change. The
Compassion

We were privileged to welcome the
current Grade 12s into the Epworthian
fold with a special induction service.
The High School Principal, Mrs Tracey
Munro, and I handed over their Kirsten
Goss silver shell necklaces and pledge
certificates before they wolfed down
a delicious tea and then dashed off to
get ready for their much-anticipated
Matric Dance. The excitement was
tangible - I am hoping their necklaces had
something to do with it!
October saw talented Epworthians
entertain the crowd at a fun community
engagement event at the Ambers
which was organised by the Epworth
Foundation. Nafas Frenzel (Agha 2016)
wowed with her musical talents and
Margie Odell (King 1962) with her poetry.
The message from both was to celebrate
life and to take each day as it comes.
2022 will see the introduction of
an annual award to celebrate the
extraordinary impact that Epworthians
have made in South Africa and the
world beyond. This annual award seeks
to recognise and celebrate the valued
contributions of our Epworth alumni
in making a significant difference in a
community, industry, arena or field of
study. Keep your eyes open for more
information on this exciting new award
and have your nominations ready.
We are gearing towards our 125th
celebrations in 2023 which promise to
provide something for everyone. We look
forward to the many events and activities
being planned.
Best wishes.
Mrs Jacqui Terblanche (Hampson 1993),
Epworthian President

CONDOLENCES 2021
Sandra Frangeskides (Lary) 1982
Philippa Lowe (Arnot) 1990
Bev Robertson (Norris) 1937
Joy Shepherd (Goble) 1955
Helen Stiebel (London) 1955
Ethne Webber (Mundell) 1945
Linda White (Morris) 1962
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EPWORTHIANS
A NEW CHAPTER - WELCOME TO THE GRADE 8s

Chay du Plessis with her sister and future Epworth girl

Water bottle and welcome note

EPWORTHIAN DAY IN A BOX

Bridget Fear (Alcock) 1992

Tish McDonald (Slater-Wessels) 1961

Sally Earl (Bairstow) 1971
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Hannah Munro 2017
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EPWORTHIANS
EN ROUTE TO BECOMING AN EPWORTHIAN
“Let others see into your soul – be genuine, be gracious, be kind. Always remember to stand tall and stay sweet
– a strong mind and a kind heart will always prevail.” (Bryan Anthony’s Stand Tall Stay Sweet)

The Grade 12 Induction Ceremony, signing of the pledge form and receiving of the shell necklaces

NEWS FLASH

Alani Ferreira (2016) competed
in her second Paralympics

Shaniaé Maharaj (2017)
was a finalitst in the 30th
African Human Rights
Moot Court Competition

Faith

Jill Richards (Gardner) and
Andre Hattingh (1971),
met on and offline to
celebrate their 50th reunion

Kendra Joubert (2008) passed
top of the class for her Masters
in Industrial Psychology

Compassion

Dr Yuvania Chetty (2008) and Dr Lerissa Chetty (2007)
were both spotted in the Maritzburg Sun

Kathy Crickmay (Thompson,
1983) was spotted doing
her bit cleaning our
city of Pietermaritzburg

Phumele Morare (2005) had
her short film Lakutshon’ilanga
premier at the Festival du Court
Métrange de Clermont-Ferrand
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THE EPWORTH FOUNDATION

K

athy Calvin says, “giving is not
about making a donation. It is
about making a difference.” The
Epworth Foundation’s aim is to make a
difference in the lives of young pupils
whom the school believes deserve the
right to distinguish themselves through
Epworth’s education, and as a result,
positively impact the wellbeing of our
community, society, country and world.
Many families make great sacrifices
to afford their children an Epworth
education. Many more cannot make
such sacrifices yet have talented and
deserving young children for whom
an Epworth education would be the
differential. For nearly 125 years,
Epworth has sought to incorporate
both groups of pupils into our fold. The
continuation and growth of this legacy in
benefaction is the Epworth Foundation’s
chief raison d’etre. Since 2016 our focus
has been to fortify Epworth’s ability to
support bursaries, both now and into the
future.

We work hard in the competitive space
of fundraising, to vary our “rallying call”.
We do this through real-time events,
presentations, social media stories,
auctions, newsletters, reports and
more. Without doubt, the Covid-19
crisis impacted our efforts. Real-time
events halted from March 2020 and only
resumed 18 months on, in October 2021.
We needed to be extra imaginative and
determined against such odds, which we
achieved, and our year ended strongly
with highlights that have included:
Friend-raising
• An event at the Amber Valley
retirement village (14 October)
• Three events in Johannesburg
(24-26 October)
• Our annual Golf Day (5 November)
Fundraising
• Eight fun online auctions (raising
almost R40,000)
• A crowdfunding campaign (just over a
year old), hosted on the internationally

recognised “Global Giving” platform
(raising over US$7,000 to date)
• Regular monthly and annual donations
from past girls and friends of the
foundation now totaling between
R400,000 and R500,000 per annum
• Gifts in kind: two magnificent paintings
donated to the school plus additional
funds to our bursary programme as
well as some generous early gifts for
the “Epworth Towards 125” chapel
garden restoration and book projects
2021 will be remembered for generosity
and growth in spite of economic
hardship, and for the support of Epworth
School Executive, Board and Trust,
together with exceptional leadership by
the committed Epworth Foundation
Trust and Trustees.
Deo gratias, as we continue proudly and
positively to accompany Epworth into
the future.
Mrs Ingrid Roberts (Bredenkamp 1980),
Foundation Director

THE EPWORTH FOUNDATION TRUST MEMBERS

Chair: Janet Channing is an Epworthian
(1981) and the Managing Director of
MetGovis, a software company. As a
registered professional property valuer,
Janet serves on the President’s Panel of the
Mediators and has a wealth of experience
in municipal valuation and rating. She
is an accredited trainer, moderator, and
assessor, and a registered Civil Commercial
Mediator. She is a passionate mother of
two sons. Janet believes the well-known
African proverb, “when you educate a
woman you educate a nation”. Her mother,
Dorothy Gray, donated the initial funding
to the Epworth Foundation Trust in 2002.
Janet only discovered this after she was
appointed as a Foundation Trustee.
Trustees: Neo Shabalala is CEO of
Governance Management Consulting.
Neo leads the firm in its mission to help
clients improve performance and ensure
compliance. Neo’s past roles include
KPMG board member and partner, and
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as chairperson for the Transformation
Committee and Head of Public Sector.
Neo is mother to a lovely daughter.
Carol Coetzee is the CEO of the KZN
Film Commission. Previously she was
Accountant General for KZN and the HOD
for the KZN Department of Economic
Development and Tourism. Carol is
driven by her love of serving and a
desire for greater tangible success in the
transformation process in South Africa.
Carol is a parent to two daughters.
Bea Croudace is a former bursarand
commercial director of Kearsney College
where she was involved in the financial
management, strategic planning, HR and
policy formulation for the school. Bea
served as an independent trustee on
the Board of the Independent Schools’
Association of Southern Africa (ISASA)
Pension Fund and on their investment,
communications and marketing subcommittees. Following her retirement
Humana

from Kearsney, she developed a “Finance
for the Non-financial Manager” module for
ISASA and presented workshops to heads
and executive managements of schools
nationally. Bea is the proud mother of
three adult sons.   
Peter Keyworth, a former GM with NCT
Forestry Co-op and Epworth Board Chair
(2017-19) is strongly connected to the
school at many levels and over many
years. His wife Sue (Petit), was Head Girl
of Epworth (1970), a trust chair and the
family also share a four generation-long
association with the school.
Technical Advisor: Andrew Pfaff is the CEO
of Coherent Capital Management (Pty) Ltd.
Andrew has been integral to the upgrading
of the internal governance regime of the
Epworth Foundation Trust. This includes
the drafting of charters and policies; the
institution of investment, operational and
reporting processes; and the modelling of
long-term investment targets.
Fortis

THE EPWORTH FOUNDATION
EPWORTHIANS CATCH UP IN JOHANNESBURG
The Epworth Foundation was
able to visit Johannesburg in
late October 2021.
It was the first chance to
reconnect with our Epworthian
sisterhood since 2019!
Social gatherings at the homes of
Fredy Couture (1978) and Pippa
Smith (Anderson, 1981) were
huge fun in addition to a high-level
business breakfast in Hyde Park,
attended by 14 top Epworthian business executives, all pledging
their support to Epworth as we move towards our 125th in 2023.

ONLINE AUCTION
Fantastic fun was had this year via the Epworth
Foundation’s novel idea of an online auction!
Support was phenomenal and over R35 000 was
raised during the course of the year.
The absence of real-time events was almost forgotten
with this great and regular online meeting spot.

ANNUAL GOLF DAY
Friends of the Epworth Foundation were out again
in full swing at the Victoria Country Club for the
Epworth Foundation Golf Day on Friday, 5 November.
With a full field of players and sponsors, topped by
superb weather, it was a day of fun for everyone.
Best of all, the beautiful day supported our great
cause – Epworth into the future!
Our sincerest thanks to all for helping us raise an
outstanding R90 000! A new record in fundraising for
our now recognised golf day.
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WHOLE SCHOOL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Staff take
part in the
Spar Virtual
Challenge

Epworth’s
123rd
Birthday

Mass Dance
Against
Gender-Based
Violence
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