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As the first year of my principalship draws to a close, I am reflecting on the significant responsibility that comes with such a     

position. Some would say that I am a little slow to the party and should have realised this earlier, however it has been so busy, 

that the enormity of the implications has not been uppermost in my thoughts, but probably just as well. From experience when 

hiking in the Drakensberg, you should look just ahead and not at the peak as you summit. When resting on the way, you can   

appreciate how far you have come and look ahead to where you still need to climb to reach the peak. 

While it is challenging to meet the needs of all stakeholders, effect change whilst staying true to the ethos that has characterised 

Epworth for the past 123 years, it is also most certainly an immense privilege to follow in the footsteps of two very courageous 

women, Miss Lowe and Miss Mason, with a desire to give young women the opportunity to receive a quality education and take 

their place as leaders in all spheres of life. 

No one would doubt that my blood is gingham (with a hint of red), but more importantly, I hope that my love of the School, and 

most especially the pupils, is always evident as we journey together. 

Thank you for entrusting Epworth to educate, challenge, care for and love your daughters. 

Striking a balance continued to be important this year. We needed to remain safe and healthy, while making adapted activities 

possible. There was a time for serious hard work and a time for fun. We needed to remain relevant and balance this with         

tradition. We allowed freedom tempered with parameters, consequences with restoration. Challenges needed to be balanced 

with support. Winning was balanced with losing graciously and the determination to improve, with further balance between the 

team and the individual. 

Our staff team will see some changes in 2022 as we bid farewell to Mrs Annette Smith, Sr Rebecca Borain, Mrs Tamlyn Calder and 

Mrs Mandy Hellmann. Between them they have given 49 years of service to Epworth. After 20 years in the Mathematics depart-

ment, Mrs Hellmann has emigrated to England with her family. Mrs Calder, after four years in the Performing Arts arena, is also 

emigrating to England with her family. Mrs Annette Smith is moving after 19 years in our Life Sciences laboratory to head up a 

Microbiology laboratory in industry, and Sr Becci Borain is retiring after six years as the night nurse and Lightwood Housemother. 

We are immensely appreciative of their dedication and expertise so generously shared with us. 

We also wish to thank Mrs Di Woodroffe, Mrs Alice Krusekopf and Mrs Sally Herbert for their valuable contributions as locums in 

the Accounting, Mathematics and English departments respectively. 

In observation and consultation with the Sport department, we have restructured and are most pleased to announce that Mrs 

Debbie Preston has accepted the post of High School Head of Sport from 2022. (The senior pupils were delighted to also learn 

that Mrs Preston will continue teaching Grades 11 and 12 Geography.) Mr Leon Jackson will be heading up Prep School Sport and 

will chair Whole School Sport. Mr Mark Welch is moving across to the Finance department and although he is not leaving         

Epworth, we wish to acknowledge and thank him for his service to sport at Epworth. 

Thank you to every member of staff on campus for their contribution to another        

successful year for Epworth! Thank you to the members of the School Executive, Mr 

Reynard White and Mr Emwee Zeelie, for a collaborative and positive team experience! 

Wishing you a blessed Christmas and special family time. 

Together We Can! 

Mrs Tracey Munro  
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2022 pupil leadership  

The excitement on campus during the second week of term was palpable as the school leaders from the class of 2022 
were announced. This event was followed a week later by a special induction chapel service, to which parents were      

invited. The Grade 11s received their white matric scarves from Mrs Munro and pledged to uphold the ethos and values 
of the school, while leading with compassion and respect. 

Grade 12 Art Exhibition  
The Grade 12 Art Exhibition, which was opened by guest speaker Mr David Orr, represented the culmination of a year’s   

creativity and passion. It showcased our pupils’ eclectic artistic talent and their dedication to the subject.  
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“Silly season” for the Grade 12s  

The last official week of school for the Grade 12s is termed “Silly season” – a time for them to let their hair down and 
have some fun between lessons. They got up to lots of mischief, including tying up the Principal and her staff who 
were, most admirably, very amenable and sporting. They also created wonderful fashion items out of their school 

uniforms!  

Poignant Leavers’ Communion for class of 2021  

The Grade 12s spiritual walk as pupils at Epworth culminated in the Leavers’ Communion. A highlight of this touching 
service was the Ceremony of Light, in which Mrs Munro presented each pupil with a candle that was sequentially lit as 

the pupils encircled the chapel. The service was followed by a revived tradition of ringing the school bell and singing war 
cries around the bell tower.  
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Celebrating achievement  

The Grade 12 Awards Assembly honoured the Grade 12 sportswomen, performing artists and those who have 
contributed to social responsibility and community endeavours throughout their Epworth careers. The event 
highlighted the depth and breadth of Epworth pupils’ talent across all disciplines. Speech Day, arguably the 

premier event on the High School calendar, was held on Friday, 15 October in the Haley Hall. Dr Zolelwa      
Sifumba, an Epworthian and a medical doctor, was the guest speaker.  

A gift for our 2022 Grade 8s  

We surprised our incoming 
Grade 8s with a special     
Epworth gift in the form of 
their first item of Epworth 
clothing: an Epworth sun 
hat delivered to their door 
in a box with a personal-
ised card from Mrs Munro. 
We can’t wait to see our newbies in their Epworth 
gingham dresses and sun hats! 

Ntombenhle Phiri praised our pupils when a group of 
them went for their Covid-19 vaccinations:  

“Epworth High, you made our day at the Royal 
Showgrounds vaccination site this afternoon as 

eight bubbly, lovely, respectful girls came for their 
Covid vaccination (12-17 years). You brought the 

joy we had when we did senior citizens back in 
May. Big up to parents, caregivers, and teachers 

for raising such a bunch of beautiful young ladies.”  

Covid-19 vaccination for pupils 
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Performing arts activities  

ExperiDance is an annual celebration of dance that offers Epworth's dance companies, as well as our neighbouring 
dance studios, the opportunity to create and perform. Despite having to go digital this year, we were delighted that 

our dancers were still able to showcase their passion and expertise.  Click here to view the video. 

The Grade 11 cast jumped feet first into the world of absurdism and produced this off-the-wall performance of  
Diversions. This seasoned and experienced cast embraced the unfamiliar genre and the uncertainty that Covid-19 

has wrought on theatre and produced not one but two renditions of this disturbingly funny play. 

Epworth’s marimba players participated in a virtual performance of Marimbas to the Max with St Charles College 
and Music Voyage. Although the performers were disappointed not to be able to play in front of a “real” audience, 

they were grateful for the opportunity to showcase their skills. Click here to view the virtual performance.  

Engaging with Mrs Munro  

In anticipation of the Epworth Grade 

6s coming up to the High School in 

2023, they were treated to a          

relaxed information sharing session 

and tea with Mrs Munro.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ilgn9F-2Af4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ilgn9F-2Af4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xt9YGIj2lBg
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At the end of the exam period, all the pupils spent a day creating items for some of the different community     

projects we support: The Grade 8s finished off making dolls and decorating drawstring bags for the Jes Foord     

kiddies pack initiative, the Grade 9s assembled care packs for Life Changer, the Grade 10s decorated notebooks 

and filled kiddies packs for the Jes Foord Foundation and the Grade 11s baked cookies and planned the staff       

appreciation service.  

Thank you to our staff  

On behalf of the whole school, the Grade 11s 

planned and conducted a chapel service,         

followed by tea, to thank all our support staff 

who do so much for us throughout the year.  

Creative community projects   

Adventures out of the classroom  

After exams, the 

Grade 8s and 9s 

participated in 

camps at Nyala 

Pans and Infinity 

Adventures      

respectively.  
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On 24 November, the majority of the class of 2021 put their high school pens down for the last time. As they           
exited the exam venue, they left their school shoes behind for donating to a charity. The Interact committee was on 

hand to collect all the shoes, ready to give them a second life!  

Matrics donate shoes  

Art pupils celebrate the end of final exams  

There was cause for great celebration when the five art pupils finally completed their last exam. Mrs Munro           

presented each one of them with a red rose as they handed in their art papers.  
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As part of the Gr-Eight Reading programme run by the Media Centre, the Grade 8s collectively read and reviewed the 
impressive tally of 548 books this year. The class, 8B read the most books, with a total of 311 books on their score 

sheet. Congratulations go to Kiyara Odayan, the top reader, who read a phenomenal 123 books. Leah Job, who read 
a noteworthy 104 books, was the runner up. Hannah van Deventer won the lucky draw prize. Well done to all the 

readers, but especially to Kiyara.   

Celebrating reading  

Inter-house Master Chef competition  

As part of the Inter-house Programme, selected pupils from each house became master chefs for the day and had to 

plan and create toppings for burgers. Working together with the Capitol Catering staff in the kitchen, they came up 

with some delectable options that were served to the rest of the school for lunch. 

A visit from the Holocaust Centre  

After exams, and during the 

Inter-house Programme,     

Durban’s Holocaust Centre 

presented an informative and 

eye-opening talk to the Grade 

9s. They displayed some of 

their posters and banners, 

providing the pupils with some 

visual content on the            

Holocaust: the genocide of six million Jews across German-occupied Europe between 1941 and 1945. 
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Sports achievements  

Epworth paddlers claimed the top three 
spots in the U18 category at the Fish River 
Canoe Marathon. Jessica Behn and Rachel 
van Deventer came first, Amy Hulett and 
Laila Maher (from TWC) placed second 
and Lizanne Conradie and Sarah Jones 

were third.  

Canoeing  

Georgina Howard (right) and her 
partner, Melonie Croeser, repre-
sented South Africa at the 2021 

World Canoe Marathon        
Championships in Romania.  

Sarah Jones competed in the rowing 
events at the South African Life   

Saving Championships and her team 
won all nine races and took the 

overall win.  

Surf Boat Rowing 

Squash 

Nicola Bentley was one of only eight 
U17 girls in the country to be invited 

to participate in the Growthpoint 
national U17 squash tournament in 

Cape Town.  

Twenty-eight pupils participated in the 
annual school squash championships. 

The following players took the top 
four positions: (1) Nicola Bentley, (2) 
Jaimie White, (3) Siana Middleton, (4) 

Paige Stella.  

Crystal Viljoen represented the KZN 
Gymnastics Union as a rhythmic gym-

nast at the SA Gym Games at the Junior 
Olympic level. Crystal received a bronze 

medal for her ball routine and overall 
she placed fourth nationally.  

Rhythmic Gymnastics 

Running  
Rachel Woodburn 

(right) and Rylee-

Kai Challenor 

(left) came first 

and third           

respectively in the 

junior category at 

the Ladies 10 km 

Spar race.   

Surf Life Saving  
Sisters Rylee-Kai (left) 

and Nicolette (right) 

Challenor participated 

in the surf life saving        

national competition. 

Nicolette was selected 

to represent SA at the   

Africa Championships in 

Egypt.  
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Sports achievements  

Swimming  

Melissa Martens and Rhys Purves were invited 
to compete in the SA national swimming   

championships.  

Diving   

Athletics  

The following pupils were selected for the KZN diving teams: (from 

left): Abby Clayton— Development Level 2 (ages 14-18), Jenna 

Curry (16-year age group), Elihle Dlwati (15-year age group).  

Thirty Epworth pupils participated in the Inter-school Vories Relay which took place at the new athletics stadium in  

Pietermaritzburg. Epworth won this inaugural event that is fashioned after the Adidas Relay, of which we are the  

reigning champions.  

Performing arts, academic & extra-curricular achievements   

Dance  

Zimi Tshaka’s trio from the       
Midlands Dance Theatre   
Centre came first in their    

category at the Move! dance 
nationals in Cape Town.  

Music  

Crystal Viljoen received a       
distinction for her Intermediate 
Cecchetti Ballet exam and as a 

result, was invited to dance and 
compete in the Elaine Hubbard 

Bursary.   

Alida Esterhuizen was invited to        
perform at the Rising Stars 2021      

concert, which features “the cream of 
the crop”, of KZN's up-and-coming 

young performers. 
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Performing arts, academic & extra-curricular achievements   

Music  

The following pupils were selected to participate in the 2021 Best of Eisteddfod concert (from left): Alida   

Esterhuizen, Julia Rowe, Bianca Hillermann , Rebecca-Jane Rowe and Hannah Jackson.  

The following pupils were selected for the KZN Youth          

Orchestra (from left): Julia Rowe, Keona Duthie and                

Rebecca-Jane Rowe. 

Music  

Photography  

Jenna Kunz received first prize for her photo that 

she submitted for the “Angle on Epworth, Towards 

125” competition, organised by Mrs Alcock and 

the 125 book committee.  

Debating   
Grade 10 debaters (from left):         
Tyra-Leigh Maskell, Kathleen Munro 
and Courteney Raeburn teamed up 
with two other Pietermaritzburg     
debaters to win the James Dray Shield 
online debating tournament. They 
won R1 500 in prize money and 
brought home the James Dray shield. 
Kathleen won three best speaker 
awards and shared the best speaker 
award of the tournament. 

Faye Crawford was awarded the 

PMB Debating League                

Contribution trophy.  
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Performing arts, academic & extra-curricular achievements   

Physics  

Sibongakonke Malinga won 
first prize in the video          

category for her story in a   
South African Institute of 
Physics competition titled 

“Physics in my Village”.  

Special Epworth awards  

The Hazel Pistorius Memorial Trophy, which is  
awarded to a Grade 10 pupil who shows          
initiative, loyalty, honesty, responsibility,      

courtesy and courage, was shared between    
Oyintanda Kankqu and Courteney Raeburn.   

The LF Forsyth Award for      
Service to the School, awarded 

to a pupil in Grade 11 who is 
judged to have made the most 
significant contribution to the 
school during the year by her 

personal service, went to 
Sibongakonke Malinga.  

Geography Conference  

Epworth geography teachers, Mrs Sue Thompson and Mrs Debbie Preston, along with two 

colleagues, organised and hosted the biannual South African Geography Teachers’              

Association conference: Berg2Sea. The event, attended by teachers from all over the        

country, kicked off in the Midlands and toured all the way down to Durban. “These           

gatherings are a highlight for any geography teacher in South Africa, and we get an             

opportunity to reconnect with colleagues and friends, share knowledge and enjoy seeing   

our subject come to life,” said Mrs Thompson. 

Mrs Sue Thompson 
received the South 
African Geography 

Teachers’ award for 
service, dedication 

and creativity.  



FAITH  COMPASSION  COURAGE  

Spreading some Christmas cheer  

On the last Monday morning of term, the campus was abuzz with the Christmas spirit as the School           

Executive, accompanied by fellow staff, handed out chocolate treats to everyone entering the gates.  

At this special time of year, we give thanks for our Epworth family and wish you all a    
season of love, peace and joy. May the true spirit of Christmas fill your hearts and may 

your holidays be bright and happy. We look forward to a new year full of excitement and 
possibility. Stay healthy and take care.   


