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From the Principal’s desk 
Dear Epworth Parents and Guardians 

It is hard to believe that we have already reached midway of our 
first term of 2022. It has certainly been a very interesting start to 
the year with Covid-19 still dominating our school lives as we wait 
for more changes to protocols and regulations that will allow us 
to get back to the pre-Covid schooling days. 

It has been wonderful to see our parents entering our school 
again. The parent-teacher conversations were a positive time of 
connection for the staff and provided many parents with the  
opportunity to see the classrooms for the first time in nearly two years. These meetings are so important for 
staff to get a better understanding of your children and your expectations surrounding their schooling. 

The AGM and information morning were well attended. Thank you to all who attended. 

This term has already been very busy, and I am constantly astounded by the number of activities in which our 
pupils are involved. If one looks at the weekly achievements and newsletters, it is clear that we have a very  
active and involved pupil body. 

There are still some pupils who seem to want to spend much of their time watching TV or on social media and  
devices. I ask parents to please encourage them, for their own health and social development, to participate in  
activities at school. This is hugely beneficial for them in so many ways and it would be wrong to just allow them 
to do nothing and become sedentary. Please speak to the class teacher or sports department staff if you would 
like them to assist you in encouraging your child to participate. Representing your school helps to create a sense 
of community and pride in your school. There really is something for every child at Epworth, so do not let them 
waste the opportunity. It is very easy to learn the habit of doing nothing and very hard to unlearn it. 

On the other side of the coin, we must also make sure that children are not doing too much. Children need time 
to just be and to develop their imagination rather than running from one structured activity to another. Far too 
often we see children being driven from one activity to the next with days being stretched to cram it all in. Many 
children only start homework after 6 pm  ̶  this is when children should be winding down and getting ready for 
bedtime. If you are concerned about this, please check with the class teacher and see how your child is doing in 
class. Fatigue in children can cause disruptive sleep patterns and although they go to bed early, they may not get 
the proper rest they need to start every day fresh and rested.  

Half-terms are a good time for your children to get much-needed rest and a break from the daily school routine. 

It has been wonderful to have the introduction of weekly strengths by Mrs Julie Calitz. These are part of the  
initial phase of a programme we are going to be implementing at Epworth to help promote the wellbeing of the 
whole Epworth community. Watch this space as the programme is rolled out over the next few months. You, the 
parent, will play a vital role in making this a success, so please continue to discuss these strengths with your  
children and look at the material that is sent to you via the d6 links each week.  

I would like to wish our Epworth community a restful and healthy break. 
God bless 

 
Mr Reynard White 
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Prep School staff surprise video 
to Grade 7 class of 2021 

Welcome to Epworth Prep School  

Celebrating Eco Excellence! 

It is always so wonderful to welcome all our pupils back to school at the beginning of a school year.  
We especially enjoy welcoming our new families to the Pre-Primary and Primary! Our pupils have settled in 

beautifully this year and lots of happy memories are being made. A special mention goes to our Grade 1 boys 
and girls – entering Grade 1 is always a very exciting milestone in our pupils’ school lives.  

Wishing all our Epworth families a happy school year! 

The Prep School staff surprised the Grade 7 class of 2021 
with a fun video titled ‘Everything’s Not Awesome’. 

The Grade 7 boys and girls loved watching the special vid-
eo at their farewell dinner at the start of this term. 

Click on the following link to view the video: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUffizH7ObY 

In recognition of its 2021 environmental activities, Epworth 
was delighted to receive its Platinum 4 Decade award from 

The Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa 
(WESSA). We were commended on our “ongoing and  

ever-improving Eco-School efforts.” In addition, WESSA said: 
“You have implemented great action projects…we can see 

that environment education is fully integrated into the  
curriculum at Epworth”.  This year, the school will be  

working towards its Emerald award. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUffizH7ObY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUffizH7ObY


3 

 
World Read Aloud Day 
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The Epworth Prep pupils loved 

taking part in World Read Aloud 

Day on Wednesday, 2 February. 

The pupils loved reading aloud and 

having stories read to them by 

their friends, teachers and even 

some high school girls that took 

time out of their day to read to the 

Grades 1s in the Prep School  

Library. 

Grade 7s receive their Senior Badges 
At Epworth Prep, our leadership roles are spread across the entire Grade 7 class, throughout the year,  

focusing on teaching responsibility to all the children. We are always so proud to hand our  
Grade 7 boys and girls their senior badges in assembly in front of all the Grade R - 6 pupils. 

Loads of love was spread 

 across the Pre-Primary and Primary 

 on Valentine’s Day 



4 

Midmar Mile 

Sport Highlights 

Prep School  
Sport Stars 

Congratulations to two of the 

Prep School sports stars… 

Rylee Howells (above) came 1st in 

the U13 age group at the KZN 

Junior Open Squash Tournament. 

Jessica Jansen van Vuuren  
(below) won three silver  

medals, four gold medals and 
was awarded the U9 top  

performer trophy at the recent 
KZN Junior Swimming Champs.   

 

Very well done to all our swimmers, and staff, that 

took part in this year’s Midmar Mile - for some pupils 

it was their first time participating in this event.  

Special mention goes to Mrs Solly Peckett who was 

part of the 8-Mile Club. Mrs Peckett swam all eight 

events and raised just under R13000 for her chosen 

charity, Save the Rhinos! We are so proud of you, 

Mrs Peckett!! 

Tennis 
Our tennis players are playing some beautiful 

tennis and have had a very good start to the 

season.  

We must commend all the players on their 

impeccable manners and friendliness when 

competing against other schools.  

Well done to all our tennis players! 

Cricket Festivals 
Our Grades 1 and 2 boys have had great fun playing in their cricket festi-

vals this term. They have played some good cricket and learnt a great deal 
during their practices and matches. Keep it up, boys! 
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Our swimmers have had a fantastic start to the 2022 season. We are very proud of how hard all our pupils have been 
training and how they have continued to improve since the start of this term. A special mention must go to our squad 

swimmers who have participated in a number of galas this term. Epworth hosted a mini gala this week; congratulations 
to Epworth A squad for placing first and the B squad for placing fifth. The pupils swam with excellent skill and team spirit 

in this gala against Merchiston C, Athlone, Pelham and Wembley College.  

Sport Highlights continued: Swimming 

The Grade 3s have had 
a very busy start to the 

school year… 

Just a few of their  
activities this term have 

included:   
Learning about flash 
cards; exploring their 

senses with baby food; 
learning how to use a 

scale to measure  
different weights by 

using rice to compare 
their individual birth 
weights; and reading 
some very interesting 
books while enjoying 

the outdoors. 

Busy Bees in 
Grade 3 



Community Engagement: CHOC Civvies Day 
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Grade 6s create  
‘Perfectly Different’ Art 

Using the book ‘The dot’, and learning about our gift 
of creativity (innovativeness and resourcefulness), 
we created a peacock as a class. Each child created 
their own piece/strip of the picture and when we 
joined it together, we had a ‘Perfectly Different’ 

masterpiece. 

‘Keeping more than hope alive’  
On Tuesday, 15 February, all the boys and girls from Grades RRR to 7 proudly wore their CHOC (Childhood Cancer 

Foundation of South Africa) stickers with their civvies in support of CHOC’s annual fundraiser, Flip Flop Day.  
This year the pupils raised over R3500 for the foundation that supports children with cancer and other  

life-threatening blood disorders, and their families. THANK YOU, EPWORTH! 

‘Our School’ Foyer Display  
The Pre-Primary boys and girls have loved learning 

about ‘Our School’ which has been the theme in their 
foyer this term. 
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Please click on 

the icons to 

follow and like 

our social  

media pages. 

www.epworth.co.za 

The Prep School had some of their 
bathrooms refreshed in the  

December holidays. The boys and 
girls NEW bathrooms are a very  

welcome upgrade in our  
Pre-Primary. Thank you to the  
Epworth Estates Department! 

Bathroom Upgrades 

 

February  
Friday, 18 Half-term (school closed) 

Monday, 21 Half-term (school closed) 

Thursday, 24 Pre-Primary (Grades RRR + RR) Moms’ / Guardians’ Night 

March   

Wednesday, 2 ASH WEDNESDAY 

Thursday, 3 Pre-Primary - class and individual photographs 

Primary - siblings photographs 

Pre-Primary (Grades RRR + RR) Dads’ / Guardians’ Night 

Friday, 4 Primary  - class and Individual  photographs 

Tuesday, 8 A League Championship Gala 

Friday, 11 Prep School Info / Tour morning for prospective 2023 parents  

Monday, 21 HUMAN RIGHTS DAY - Public Holiday (school day) 

Grades 3 to 7 Inter-house Gala 

Grades RRR to 2 School until 11:00 

Wednesday,  23 17:30 Easter Service 

Thursday, 24 Grade 2 Wildlife Outing 

Friday, 25 11:00 School closes for Pre-Primary  

11:30 School closes for Primary (no lunch programme, Aftercare as normal) 

 

Dates to Diarise: Term 1, 2022 

https://www.facebook.com/epworthschoolpmb
http://www.instagram.com/epworthschoolpmb
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ6x0Jy5XcuiYauvR8tlQMg/videos
mailto:www.epworth.co.za

