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A proud history behind us, a progressive future ahead of us. 

One cannot begin to explain how lovely it has been to be a little closer to normal this term! Pupils changing classes, 

locker rooms being used, hearing our choir sing in person (albeit in masks), spectator filled swimming pool bleachers, 

and seeing off groups of pupils going on tour. Our Grade 8s could enjoy their orientation programme to the full,         

including going away on camp together! 

With the fourth wave of the pandemic peaking at the end of last year, schools were very reluctant to commit to first 

term fixture schedules for fear of disappointment, and hence when co-curricular activities could resume at the           

beginning of term, there was a bit of a scramble to get everything in place, not to mention everyone needing to recall 

how things were done two or more years ago. 

And then we have all needed to build up our stamina for managing multi-faceted and busy schedules for which we are 

out of practice. Perhaps we, staff and pupils included, chose a little too much in our excitement to make up for lost 

time. This should equilibrate as we realise that the pandemic is not impacting all that we do in the same way that it has 

over the past two years. 

Wearing masks, good ventilation indoors, eating outdoors and regular sanitising are practices that have served us well 

and helped keep Covid-19 cases to a minimum at Epworth. Every half-term this year we will re-open more and more 

aspects of getting back to normal; my chosen strategy does ask for your continued patience as we ease closer to normal 

as opposed to bounding forward only to have to back pedal and potentially spend weeks learning at home. 

Our new staff are settling in well alongside the new pupils. It is hard to believe that Ms Gumede’s locum tenure with us 

is halfway through and very soon we will welcome back Mrs Ashton after her term spent with her sons, Benjamin and 

Jasper (the newest member of the family). Sr Waller has sadly been diagnosed with cancer and will be taking time off to 

receive the necessary treatment and recuperate. We will let you know in due course which staff will assist in filling the 

gaps left by her absence.  

Epworth’s theme for this year is “Perfectly Different”. To quote the words of the highly revered 

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, “Differences are not intended to separate, to alienate. We 

are different precisely in order to realise our need for one another”. This theme speaks very 

strongly to us cherishing the individual, what we have in common and how we differ from one 

another. Our differences add value. Our pupils have all been completing the VIA (Values in Action) 

character strengths survey which provides valuable information for them and for us as their 

teachers. Do ask your daughter about her character strengths and complete the survey yourself at:                         

https://www.viacharacter.org 

Parents and guardians, thank you for your continued support of, and service to, your daughters and Epworth; in        

particular, your assistance is greatly appreciated at the recent Valentine’s social. 

Don’t forget to follow the newly established pupil Instagram account, EpworthAntics. 

Wishing you a happy and safe half-term. 

 Mrs Tracey Munro  

https://www.viacharacter.org
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Congratulations to the class of 2021  

We are super proud of the Epworth class of 2021 on their awesome IEB exam results. Once again, Epworth pupils 

achieved 100% pass rate. Other impressive highlights include: 

83,4% of all papers written at Epworth were graded at 60% or above 

50 pupils achieved at least one distinction; 148 distinctions in total 

Epworth Dux, Faye Crawford, achieved 8 subject distinctions with an overall aggregate of 92%. 

Megan Williams, with 7 subject distinctions, achieved within the top 5% in 5 subjects and made the IEB              

  Commendable Achievements List.  

Faye achieved in the top 1% for English, History and Life Orientation. Megan placed in the top 1% for              

 Accounting and Life Orientation. Lizanne Conradie, Alida Esterhuizen and Anke Roux were in the top 1% for 

 Afrikaans.  

Mrs Tracey Munro expressed her sincere thanks to the staff “who challenge and nurture our pupils on their Epworth 

journey. In particular, the Grade 12 staff are commended for remaining focused and motivated in rather trying          

circumstances.” 

Welcome to our Grade 8s 
Our Grade 8s received a warm, Epworth welcome on the Sunday before the start of the new term.   
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The annual Grade 8 orientation camp, at Nyala Pans in the Umkomaas Valley, was the perfect start to the pupils’ high 

school careers. It was structured to build friendships, promote teamwork and foster communication.  

Orientation camp sets the tone 

The incredible festive vibe at the inter-grade gala on the first Saturday of term was proof that the spirit 

and camaraderie is alive and well at Epworth! It was a fitting way to kick off the new school year.     

Congrats to the Grade 12s for winning the gala and to the Grade 10s for displaying the best spirit.  

Festive vibe at inter-grade gala  
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Family time at boarder picnics  

Although the first weekend of term was a closed one for the boarders, they had the opportunity to picnic with their 

families on the Epworth campus after the inter-grade gala.  

Exploring Science  

On 2 February, members of the High School library crew 

(library monitors) visited the Prep School library to read to 

the Grade 1 pupils, in celebration of World Read Aloud 

Day. A fun event enjoyed by the “big girls” of the High 

School and enthusiastically received by the littlies, it 

brought the two schools together and reinforced the joys 

of reading. 

Celebrating World Read Aloud Day 

Grade 8: learning about different lab apparatus.  

Grade 10: building     

chemical molecules using 

sweets and toothpicks.  

Grade 11:  investigating 

friction and the effects of 

different weights and     

surfaces on friction. 

Science club 
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Cakes galore! Clubs activities resume  

The Grade 11 Consumer Studies pupils created the 

most exquisite birthday-themed cakes as part of a  

practical assessment. They would definitely put any 

chef to shame! 

After a forced break due to Covid-19, the Clubs              

Programme is back up and running. Taking place every 

Friday afternoon, the programme is a welcome diversion 

from the academic rigours of the school day. Pupils have 

the opportunity to try their hand at something different, 

broadening their skills and mindset. Some of the activities 

on offer include photography, history movies, knitting,  

IsiZulu poetry, chess and conversational French.  

Happy Valentine’s Day  

How wonderful to be spoilt with flowers 
and gifts on Valentine’s Day! 

Look how the library 
celebrated Valentine’s 
Day! 

The President’s Award  
President’s Award participants took             

advantage of teatime before half-term to 

achieve two objectives: encourage other    

pupils to sign up for the programme and sell 

baked items to generate funds for a charity, in 

fulfilment of the service component. The 

President’s Award is one of South Africa’s 

leading youth achievement awards and com-

prises three levels (bronze, silver, gold) and four sections (service, skills, physical recreation, and adventurous journey).  
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Achievements  

Canoeing  Tennis  Netball  

Fifteen pupils—a record entry for 

Epworth—participated in the 

Drak Canoe Challenge in          

Underberg.  

The first tennis team,               

participating in their first tour in 

two years, came seventh in the 

Independent Schools’ Tennis    

Festival, held in Stellenbosch.  

The following pupils were selected for 

KZN netball teams: Siphokazi        

Mpontshane, Ella-May Claassen (not 

pictured), Amber Edwards, Lexi          

Williamson, Chloe Bentley, Zizipho 

Ndonga, Siqiniseko Mngoma, Chidera 

Anachunam.  
Hockey   

Nicolette Challenor 

was selected to        

represent South Africa 

at the Lifesaving Africa 

Championships in 

Egypt.  

Surf Lifesaving   

Diving  

The following pupils excelled at the SA 
Schools’ Diving competition: 

 Jenna Curry: fifth in the 16-year division 

 Elihle Dlwati: third in the 15-year division 

 Abby Clayton: first in the year-2 develop-
ment division (14-18 years)  

Rebecca Smith was 

selected for the PSI SA 

All Stars U18 indoor 

hockey team.  

Equestrian  
Abigail and Jasmin Alston-

Stewart participated in a 

South African National Eques-

trian Schools’ Association 

(SANESA) competition. Abigail 

received a first, second and 

third place and Jasmin came 

first in all her events.   



The process is simple: 

Download the Mobile App. Login and select the Epworth 
Foundation as a beneficiary. 

Connect with the partners and start: book your next   
holiday, get your car licence and so much more (note: 
once you have joined, your Dis-Chem benefit card will 
automatically be linked to your School-Days account). 

Click here to learn more  
or  

click here to follow school-Days on Facebook 
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Recognition for eco excellence  

In recognition of its 2021 environmental activities, Epworth was delighted to receive its Platinum 4 Decade award from 

The Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA). We were commended on our “ongoing and ever-

improving Eco-School efforts.” In addition, WESSA said: “You have implemented great action projects…we can see that 

environment education is fully integrated into the curriculum at Epworth.” This year, the school will be working towards 

its Emerald award. 

 

Good luck to       
our Dusi paddlers. 
We are so proud of 

you!  

Support School-Days   

https://www.schooldays.co.za/about
https://www.facebook.com/schooldayssa

